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Surgery and Midwifry^ &c.

OBSERVATION I.

^f furprijing Number of Stones ex-

tracted by Incifion from a Woman
eighty Years old,

AMONG all Diforders which

ufually afflict human Bodies, the

Stone of the Bladder is one of the moil

B grie-



2 Praffical Obfervatiom

grievous ; although this Diforder is ve-

ry frequent with us in Holland, yet it

appeared to us in a very extraordinary

and unheard of Manner, in a Woman of

eighty Years old -, who was by reafon of

the Pain very much emaciated, and who
had been for the Space of Twenty Years

troubled with a Prolapfus Uteri, accom-

panied with an intolerable Difficulty and

Pain in making Water, infomuch that

the Patient had ten Times rather die

than any longer fuffer this Torture, efpe-

cially during the two latter Years.

At length in the Month of May, Anno
i68i, fhe fent for me, complaining of a

Prolapfus Uteri, and Difficulty in making

Water. I wondered at the old Woman's
Complaints, becaufe Women are never

tifed to fuffer fuch Pains, only from a

Prolapfus Uteri •, and I added, that it

was to be Feared, fome other Diforder,

befides the fubfiding of the Uterus, lay

as yet concealed in Obfcurity. "When

fhe heard this, the Patient did not refufe

to let me fee and farther examine the

Parts,
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Parts^ without which nothing certain

could be affirmed concerning the Nature

or ErTence of the latent Malady ; and

fhe likewife fhewed me her Uterus pro-

lapfed, a little more enlarged than it

ought to be% being of the fame Form
and Magnitude with the fubjoined Fi-

gure. In examining this Uterus with

my Fingers, I thought I could feel

Stones, as indeed it happened, notwith-

ilanding I was miftaken with refpecl to

the Figure of the Stones \ for they feem'd

to me like thin Plates, or flat Stones, or

like Pieces of Slate, whereas after Inci-

lion they were found thick and angular^

as may appear from the annexed Figure

which follows. But as yet I could not

certainly determine whether the 'foremen-

tioned Stones were feated in the Cavity

of the Uterus itfelf, or whether they were

lodged betwixt its Membranes, or elfe

in fome Part of the Bladder. They feem-

ed indeed to occupy Part of the Uterus,

the whole of which, as far as we could

perceive, prolapfed out of the Body with-

B 2 out
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out being accompanied with any Part of

the Bladder. Having feen and examin-

ed thefe Particulars, I propofed cutting

out of the Stones, and Mr. Peter Adrian

the younger, with Mr. Andrew Boekelman,

being called, two very expert Surgeons,

they likewife approved of the Operation

to be performed the next Day. When
the unfortunate old Woman heard the

Operation was deferred till the next Day,

fhe began to weep and cry out ; O how
miferable am I ! will you leave me with-

out Help, or not return fpeedily, &c.

By which, and the like Complaints, be-

ing moved with Companion, we inftant-

]y performed the Operation by a fimple

Incifion, continued according to the

Length of the prolapfed Uterus ; and by

that Means we extracted in the Space of

a Minute, Forty-two Stones, partly by

Jnftruments, and partly by the Fingers

alone, the Magnitude and Figure of

which Stones were various.

During the Operation, the Patient did

not complain much of Pain, and after it

was
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was performed, by being freed of the op-

prefTing Weight, thefe excruciating Pains

vanifhed, with which fhe had been tor-

tured fo many Years pair, fo that fhe

began to live with tolerable Eafe. Inn

making the Incifion, there was a Sort of

Liquor flowed from the Wound, toge-

ther -with the Drops of Blood, from;

whence we lufpedted that the Bladder-

was alfo at Hand, as indeed it proved -

%

for the next Day, in making more dili-

gent Enquiry into this Affair, by in-

jecting a Liquor with a Syringe through,

the Meatus Urinarius, we found that it

difcharged itfelf through the Wound -

9,

which Liquor diftilling together with the

Urine, through the Wound for feveral.

Days afterwards, made it evident to us 9
.

that the foremeationed Stones were lodg-

ed in a Portion of the Bladder prolapfed

without the Labia, in. Company with

the Uterus.

The continual Difcharge of the Urine

this Way, proved a great Obftacle to us <

in. the Cure of the Wound 5 which yet

B 3 was
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was compleated in a Hiort Time by the

following Method.

Some Days after the Wound had been

dreifed with Linimentum Arcaei, the Lips

thereof were approximated and retained

very clofely together by EmplaftrumDia-

palma, to which was added a little Tur-
pentine to make it ftick the more firm-

ly ; which Plaifler was cut into a Shape*

and retained with fuitable ComprefTes and

a convenient Bandage.

But as this Method did not fufficient-

ly anfwer our Expectation, becaufe of

the continual dripping of Urine, and Re-

laxation of the (licking Plaifters ; there-

fore Mr. Boekcinian contrived a Leaden

Ring inftead of the Emplaiiler, the

crooked Extremities of which Ring were

drawn together' by a Thread, by v/hich

Means the Lips of the Wound were fo

itriclly clofed, that none of the Urine

was any longer difcharged, and thus the

Wound agglutinated within the Space of

three Day?*

la
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In this Diforder there are feveral Things

which deferve to be remarked, and which

are even furprifmg, fuch as,

i. That the Uterus prolapfing out of

the Body, mould take with it fo large a

Part of the Bladder ; which is certainly

a Thing very rarely, if ever obferved

before, notwithstanding thefe two Bodies,

or Viicera, are continuous together near

the Os tineas. But I believe this to have

happened in the prefent old Woman, by

Reafon of the Difficulty in her making

Water, proceeding from the great Num-
ber of Stones •, whence fhe was continual-

ly obliged to {train violently to difcharge

her Urine, by which Force, and the

fore-mentioned Cohefion of the Bladder,

it could not be hindered from defend-

ing.

2. It is remarkable that the Tumor
prolapfing out of the Body, refembled

nothing but the Uterus, receiving no

Inequality nor Change in Figure either

from the Magnitude or Number of the

Stones •, for the Surface of the Tumor
B 4 was
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was extremely equal, the Uterus retain*

ing its natural Figure.

3. It is furprifing that all the Stones

fhould be nearly of the fame Figure, hav-

ing their Surfaces as fmooth as if they

had been polifhed.

4. That the Wound was very readily

brought to heal, although it was inflicted

upon the membraneous Part of the Blad-

der, into which the Urine is continually

diftilling.

5. It is to be obferved, that all the

Stones were not lodged in that Part of

the Bladder, which inverting the Uterus

above, was prolapfed together with the

fame out of the Body •, for the prolapfed

Part of the Bladder was not large enough

in Proportion to the Magnitude and

Number of the Stones, fome of which

doubtlefs defended in^ the Operation

from the Fundus of the Bladder above.

6. That it is a Thing almoft unknown

or fcarce heard of, for Lithotomy to be

performed with fo much Succefs, in a

Woman of fo many Years of Age. We
often



/« Surgery, 9

often indeed hear of Stones extracted

from Women, by dilating the Urethra,.

but it is very rarely that an Incifion is

made through the Bladder, to extract the

Stone contained therein.

:q*4£fctf3j«?

O B S E R V A T. II.

A dangerous Aneuryfm of the Arm-

happily cured.

THAT Tumor which arifing from*

the Dilatation of a Vein, is termed;

a Varix, the fame is called an Aneiiryfnv

when it arifes from a preternatural'Ex*-

panfion of an Artery; which laft Dif-

order fo difficultly admits of a Cure,

that when feated in the larger Arteries,

it may by all be juftly pronounced mortal.

Mr. Panhufey an Ale-Seller at Dort^

of a full Habit, and in the Flower of his

Age, had an Aneuryfm appeared in his

B 5 right
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right Arm \ after Bleeding in the bafilick

Vein of the fame Arm, in the Month of

May i68r, appearing about the Size of

a large Pea, a little below the Bend of

the Elbow. The Surgeon firft endea-

voured to reftrain this Tumor by Com-
prefTure, according to the Rules of Art,

but to no Purpofe, for it grew larger

daily. In a few Days after, he came to

Amfterdam^ and confulted Dr. Le Blon9

myfelf and Mr. Peter Adrian the younger,

who unanimoufly agreed in recommend-

ing an Incifion through the Skin, and

tying up of the Artery ; which is an

Operation more recommended than prac-

tifed by Authors: Which I fay the more

readily, becaufe for thefe twenty Years

and more pail, I do not know that this

Operation has been performed by any

Surgeon upon fo large an Artery, even

throughout this vaft City of Amjlerdam^

to which the afflicted run together in

great Numbers from all Parts. The Pa-

tient, lad mentioned, who was in other

Refpeets generous., delayed the Opera-

tion»
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tion, referring a flight Comprefiure of

the Tumor, 'till after a Day or two the

dilated Artery burft fpontaneoufly, be-

ing bare and not covered with the Skin.

The Aneuryfm being thus fpontaneoufly

broke, the Blood flowed with great Im-

petuofity from the Orifice, until the

'forementioned Surgeon fupprefled any

further Haemorrhage, by the Application

of Puff-ball and convenient Bandage-

The Patient perceiving this, reafonably

began to think that he could not fuftairii

this Malady long, without lofing his

Strength, and even hazarding his Life,

and therefore confented to the Operation*,

which we propofed to be performed the

Day after, as it accordingly was in the-

Prefence of Dr. Cyprianus* Lithotomift in

ordinary, with whom. Mr. Peter Adrian

before- mentioned affifted. In the firffi

Place was applied an Iron Ring (covered

with foft Leather, to prevent it from

injuring the Skin) to the upper Part of

the Arm, above the Ar.euryfm, to fup-

prefs. the rapid Motion of the Blood ;

B 6 but
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but this Inftrument not anfwering our

Expectations as it ought, we had there-

fore Recourfe to another, by which we
diffidently well comprefTed the Artery.

This lafl Inftrument being applied, Mr.
Peter Adrian gently removed the Ban-

dages, ComprefTes and Puff-ball from

the Aneuryfm, with a Defign that if the

Impetuofity of the Blood mould be fo

great as to be incapable of being fur>

prefled, -or that if we mould be in Danger

of having the Parts obfcured by an He-
morrhage before the Artery was tied up,

he might inflantly open the Aneuryfm,

and fill its Cavity with a little red Pre-

cipitate, or fome other Exarotic mixed

with Puff-ball. But to our great Aftonifh-

ment, when the Aneuryfm was laid bare

of all its ComprefTes and Bandages, it

difcharged little or no Blood, becaufe the

Blood contained was not only grumous

and concreted in the Aneuryfm, but alfo

throughout the whole Arm, which was

now invaded with a Gangrene ; feeing

this, and having removed the Inftru-

ments
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merit, which was to reftrain the Hae-

morrhage, he preffed out much of the

congealed Blood through the Wound of

the Aneuryfm, and alfo made a pretty

deep Incifion, according to the Length

of the Arm, that by difcharging the con-

gealed Blood downward by a gentle

ComprefTure upon the Artery, the reft

of the vital Blood might have a free

Courfe through the fame in order to re-

move the Gangrene. This Incifion be-

ing made, the arterial Blood burft out

with great Force in two different Places,

the Extremities of the injured Arteries

were next tied up with a Needle and

Thread •, (but how difficult it is to free

the Arteries from the Nerves and other

adjacent Parts in this Operation, no one

can be fenfible who has not been prefent

at the Operation itfelf) and betwixt the

Ligatures was intercepted a Bit of ftrong

Leather, to prevent them from cutting

through the Artery : This being per-

formed, the Wound was filled with Puff-

ball and aftringent Powders* retained

with
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with Compreffes and a loofe Bandage %

but to prevent any further Fear of a

Gangrene, the Dreffings were compreffed

only by the Hands of a Servant for the

Space of ten Hours, to prevent any

frelh Haemorrhage. Upon the Evening

of the fame Day, the Bandage, Com-
preffes, and fome Parts of the Puff-ball

were removed, that we might have an

Opportunity of viewing the Condition

of the Gangrene, which we found rather

better than worfe. After the Dreffings

were renewed, the Servant again con-

tinued his Compreffures by the Hands,
5
till the next Day we renewed the whole

Apparatus, except a fmall Piece of the

Puff bail which was left in that Part of

the Wound, where there continued Dan-

ger of an Hemorrhage. On the third

Day after all the Dreffmgs were removed,

the Surgeon applied a frefh Piece of

Puff-ball to the fame Place, and applied:

the Bandage a little tighter round the

Part, fo that it wTas no longer neceffary

to continue the Preliurc by the H^uids of

a Ser~
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a Servant, and in the mean Time we
treated the Gangrene with fcraped Lint5

moiften'd with a Solution of Theriaca,

in Spirit of Wine. On the fourth Day
we omitted the Puff-ball, and with a

Pair of Sciflars divided the lower Thread

or Ligature, with which the extreme

Part of the Artery was tied up, leaving

the Piece of Leather before-mentioned

upon the Artery, to which it firmly ad-

hered until the Evening : On the fifth

Day we removed the other Thread which

tied up the fuperior Part of the Artery^

leaving the Piece of Leather ftill remain-

ing, which prevented the Thread from

cutting through the Coats of the VefleL

On the fixth Da/ we removed all the

Dreflings entirely from the Wound, and

applied only Pledgets fpread with Di-

geftives, and retained with fuitable Com-
preffes and Bandage. On the feventh

Day a flight Hemorrhage appeared, which

we foon fupprefled by the Application

of Puff- bail and aftringent Powders

;

but upon removing thefe Aflringents

from
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from the Bottom of the Wound, upon

the next Day, we could perceive the

Extremities of the Arteries which had

been before tied up, but which were now
clofed, appearing of a dark Colour, as

if invaded with a Gangrene •, and there-

fore to thefe Extremities of the Arteries

we applied fcraped Lint, applying over

that a Piece of thick Leather, to make

the greater Compreffure. On the fol-

lowing Day, inftead of that Apparatus,

we ufed a fquare Piece of Puff ball, in

Magnitude equal to half an Inch* and

being firft moiftened on one Side with

Saliva, it was armed with aftringent

Powders,, while the other Side- of the

fame Piece was fecured with a flicking

Plaifter. By the Ufe of thefe Remedies,

the Ends of the injured Arteries began to

clofe up, and to be fpread over or con-

cealed from the Sight with a kind of new

Flefh •, but notwithstanding this, in a

few Days after both thefe Extremities

offered themfelves to View, having de-

generated again into two new Aneuryfms,

by
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by reafon of the Softnefs or Laxity of

the forementioned Flefh, together with a

Largenefs of the Pulfe and Abundance
of Blood. One of thefe Aneuryfms,

about the Size of a large Pea, burft of

its own Accord, but did not bleed pro-

fufely, becaufe foon comprefled by the

Surgeon ; and in a few Days after, by

bleeding and ordering a thin Diet, with

a due ComprefTure, that Aneuryfm was

cured ; though the other, notwithftand-

ing it was comprefled, could not be

cured for many Days : But at length

that alfo difappeared, and the Patient

perfectly recovered, living afterwards in

Health, and without Danger from this

Accident.

OBSER«
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OBSBRVAT. III.

A Fraffiure of the Patella from a

remarkable Caufe,

SOME have afferted that the Patella

is fcarce frangible, upon Account of

its Harclnefs •, but we have feen a Fracture

of this Bone, not only from a violent

Caufe, fuch as a Fall, but alfo without

a Fall ; of which we mail here relate the

Hiftory. I formerly vifited withMr. Peter

Adrian the younger, a ftrong Man, who
In defcending a Pair of Stairs, one of his

Feet flipped, and he had like to have

tumbled upon the Ground, but by refitt-

ing as much as he was able, faved him-

felf from falling, and yet by that violent

Refiftance or Straining, his Patella was

fractured tranfverfely in fo manifeft De-

gree, that one might thruft their Hand
betwixt the two Fragments, one of

which might be felt above the Knee, and

the other below. The very fkilful Sur-

geon
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geon Mr. Peter Adrian before-mentioned^

reduced and bound up the Fracture

agreeable to the Rules of Art, but the

impatient Man walked the next Day into

the Country, from whence he returned

with an incurable Lamenefs after fome

Weeks, halting ever afterwards. I have

been formerly furprized at the Softnefs

of the Patella in the recent Body, in

comparifon with the Hardnefs which we
obferve in that Bone with a Skeleton ;

and I have a fecond Time examined the

Difference, in refpect to the Firmnefs of

a recent and dry Patella, in Company
with the celebrated Phyfician Dr. M&tthew
Slade^ when we found the Difference in

Hardnefs to be almoft infinite. The
Error therefore which has led many Peo-

ple to doubt, whether the Patella can be

ever fractured, feems to have proceeded

from examining that Bone in the dry

Skeleton only. For by drying, the

Bones are fa. much hardened, that it is

very difficult to break them, whereas

they may be divided by a fina.ll Force*

while
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while they are moift and recent; for

whoever has examined the Difference be-

twixt a recent and dry Patella, will find

that the former is covered only with a

hard bony Cruft on the Outfide, which

is filled internally with a foft fpungy

Subflance, like the Diploe of the Cra~

nium*
\

OBSERVAT. IV.

A Fradiure of two Bones of the Car-

pus, not yet conjoined after three

Tears..

IT is well known that Fractures of the

larger Bones, as of the Arms and

Legs, do fometimes happen under fuch

Circumftances of Body, that they never

after conjoin, even though they are

treated agreeable to the Rules of Art

:

But it is fomething furprifing, that the

Bones
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Bones of the Carpus which are fo very

fmall, being fractured by a Fall from on

high, were not conjoined together, even

after the Space of three Years. In the

Year i68r, a certain Robber was con-

-demned to be hanged for Theft, whom
I vifited while in Prifon, to enquire of

him whether he had been afflicted with

any remarkable Diforders during his

Life. He anfwered that he had Jived

very well, never being afflicted with any

Diforder but a Fever, of which he lay ill

fome Years before ; and befides, faid he,

my right Hand I have never been able

to extend flat upon the Table, fince I

fell from a high Place. In this executed

Body I found the Membrane which in-

verts the Spleen fo thick in two Places

of its Middle, that it was more than

equal to the Thicknefs of the largefb

writing Quill, whereas it is naturally ve-

ry thin, which Thicknefs there is no

Room to doubt, proceeded from an -In-

flammation there, from which Diforder

we often obferve the Membranes incraf-

fated i
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fated ; but whether or no this Inflamma-

tion proceeded from the fore-mentioned

Fever, or the Fever from that Inflamma-

tion, I cannot determine. I afterwards

laid open hislHand by the Knife, and

found two of the interior Bones of the

Carpus fractured ; and the Fragments

injuring the Articulation of the Hand,

were an Obftacle preventing the Hand
from being fpread flat upon a Table 5

and what is flill more furprifmg, the

forementioned Bones having been frac-

tured three Years before, were not yet

cemented or conjoined, nor were they

covered with any Callus, as any one may
fee in my Repofitory where they are

kept.

OBSER.
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OBSERVAT. V.

2 3

The Scull laid bare, and thoughfouled

or turned black from the Air, yet

healed without any vifble Exfolia-

tion.

THIS Obfervation fcems to prove,

that the Bones of the Scull being

laid bare, and rendered black or foul by
the external Air, do not always make
any fenfible Exfoliation, by calling off

the difcoloured Scale or Plate of the

Bone as Authors affert. A certain Man
received a Blow by a Kick from a Horfe,

upon the Head, by which he fell down
upon the Ground as one dead, with fo

large a Part of one of the parietal Bones

laid bare, that it could fcarce be covered

by a Crown -Piece: All the naked Part

of the Bone looked black, except the

Margin or Circle to which the Skin next

adhered, and which retained its natural

Colour for the Breadth of a Straw. This

white
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white Circle leffening from Day to Day,

the Patient at length recovered without

any vifible Exfoliation of the Bone, or

Ufe of the Rafpatory, only with the

Ufe of dry fcraped Lint to cover the

naked Bone, fpreading the Margin of

the Lint next the Lips of the Wound
with a Digeftive mixed with Mel Rofa-

rum.

OBSERVAT. VI.

A flejloy Polypus of the Uterus.

AS the Noftrils are an Emunctory of

the Body, by which fuperfluous Hu-
mours are continually evacuated, fo alfo

the Uterus is well known to perform the

fame Offices. In the Noftrils we fre-

quently meet with preternatural Tumors
growing out under the Denomination of

a Polypus, nor is the Uterus free from

the
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the like flefhy Excrefcencies. All Po-

lypus's growing out of the Noftrils are

not of the fame Kind, fome being of a

flefhy Subftance, and others on the con-

trary, of a phlegmatic or chalky Sub-

ftance, involved in a flefhy Membrane.

Sometimes alfo the Polypus is malignant

and cancerous, and at other Times we

find them without any Malignity. In

the Year 1673, I was called to a Woman
who had been a long Time afPiidled with

the Fluor Albus to an exceffive Degree,

and who at prefent laboured under a

Prolapfus Uteri : from the internal G-
riiice of which grew various Excrefcen-

cies, pendulous, andof a Subftance partly

membranous, and partly flefhy, as re-

prefented in Fig. 6 \ and thefe from their

Similitude to polypous Excrefcencies in

the Noftrils, 1 judged might be aptly

called by the fame Name. So painful

were thefe Polypus's, and fo great a

Quantity of a watery and acrimonious

Humour was difcharged daily from the

Uterus, that the common Remedies were

C of
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of no Service, while at the fame Time
we were deterred from the Ufe of more

powerful Means from the Signs of Ma-
lignity in thefe Tumors, which was rea-

fonably fufpected, as we learnt from the

Event ; for a malignant Ulcer haftened

the Patient's Death, and fhe foon after

expired. Much of this Nature feemed

to have been thofe polypous Tumors re-

prefented at Fig. 7, which were "did

charged at feveral Times by a Woman
dwelling at Wormervere, and fent me by

a Surgeon of the fame Place.
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OBSERVAT. VII.

A Schirrhus and disfigured Uterus di-

Jiended to a great Bulk, and hanging

pendulous without the Pudenda.

A Woman of about thirty Years of

Age, had her Uterus prolapfed,

and
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and fo much enlarged, that me was fcarce

able to walk from the Uneafmefs which

it gave. It was advifed and agreed upon

Co attempt an Extirpation of this Uterus,

after making a Ligature thereupon. In

order to this therefore the Operation was

begun by making a ffrong IJgature upon

the Uterus, which hung pendulous out

of the Body, by pafiing a Needle round

armed with aThread threeTimes doubled -

9

but I wifh the Operator had intercepted

nothing more than the Uterus with his

Needle and Thread : The Patient for a

Day or two difcharged no Urine, which

gave us Reafon to ,fufpec~t that the Urethra

was conitringed together with the Needle

and Thread, as indeed the Event de-

rnonftrated. The unfortunate Patient

expiring foon after, I opened the Body,

and found that our Conjecture was not

without Foundation; namely, that the

Meatus Urinarius was fo ftrictly inter-

cepted together with the Uterus by the

Ligature, that fhe was not able to dis-

charge any Urine. Here I had a proper

C 2 Op-
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Opportunity to enquire into the Notion
which one ought to form concerning a

Prolapfion of the Uterus ; for it is well

known, that manyPhyficians and Surgeons

deny that the Uterus itfelf can ever pro-

lapfe out of the Body. Among thofe

who afTert the contrary, there are fomc

who affirm the Uterus to be inverted as

well as prolapfed ; and others who fay,

that a Prolapfion of the Uterus is nothing

but a bearing down of the Vagina.

This Difference was decided by opening

the Body of this unfortunate Woman ;

for in the lower Part of the Abdomen,
the Pelvis, which is the natural Seat of

the Uterus, we could fee nothing but

one of the Ovaries, with its annexed

Tube and broad Ligament. But the

whole Uterus was prolapfed out of the

Body, but not inverted, being fo much
disfigured and enlarged, that no one be-

fore the opening of the Body would have

pronounced it to be the Uterus, if they

had not obferved the Os tineas in the

Middle of the Bottom Part, from whence

by
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by a flight Preilure, a few Drops of

Blood were expelled. What I have fur-

ther obferved concerning a Prolapfion

and Inverfion of the Uterus and Vagina,

will be made evident in the following

Cafes.

OBSERVAT, VIII.

A Sheep's Bladder divided as it were

into two.

I
Never indeed obferved the urinary

Bladder to be double in the human
Body ; but I have fometimes found it

partitioned into two in Brutes, fome

Specimens of which I keep by me. If

we fearch after the Caufe of this Du-
plicity, it will be eafy for us to infer,

that it may take Place more readily in

the Bodies of Quadrupeds than of Men ;

for it is well known, that Quadrupeds

only have the Urachus Pervivus,,. which

C 3 Ura-
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Urachus being extended or dilated, either

in or before the Birth, the Fundus of

the Bladder, from whence the Urachus

arifes, will not only remain open, but

alfo the Urachus itfelf will be diftended

into fo large a Receptacle by the Preffure

of the Urine, that it may in a little Time
refemble another Bladder ; and thus the

Bladder may become double in Ap-
pearance., as we found in a Sheep's

Bladder, divided as it were into two

Parts from the forementioned Caufe* by

the Intervention of a thin round Mem-
brane, in the bottom Part of which is

a frnall Aperture to be feen, through

whofe opening there is a free Paflage for

the Urine to pafs into either Cavity.

OBSER.
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O B S E R V A T. IX.

A true ProlapJio?i of the Uterus at In*

tervals out of the Body.

A Certain Woman fome Years ago,

pafiing through a Ditch, had a

Prolapfion of the whole Uterus, a Mag-
nitude and Figure of which is here an-

nexed, that no one might hereafter doubt

of, or deny the Poffibility of a Prolapfus

Uteri. The unfortunate Woman not

being able to walk any further, fat down
before the Door of the celebrated Pro-

fefTor Francius 'till the Evening drew on,

whence the Maid took Occafion to afk

what Misfortune had befallen her, and

why fhe ftaid fo long before the Houfe

;

whereupon fhe made no Scruple to ac-

quaint the Maid with the Accident, who
loon communicated it to her Miftrefs,

C 4 the
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the Mother of the aforefaid ProfefTor,

and fhe being moved with Companion,

took the poor Woman into her Houfe,

ordering a Midwife in the mean Time
to be called, to replace the prolapfed

Uterus, who indeed mifcarried in her

Attempt, becaufe the Uterus was fo

much enlarged : But I being afterwards

fent for, reduced the fame to its natural

Situation, and after properly fecuring the

Parts, the Patient returned home without

any notable Inconvenience. But certain

it is, that the Uterus cannot always be

reduced, if it is continued prolapfed out

of the Body for a confiderable Time ;

nor is it always proper to attempt a Re-

duction of the Uterus, as thofe well

know who before they undertake the

Operation, always enquire after the dif-

ferent State or Condition of the prolapfed

Uterus, which if it is continued out of

the Body fo Jong as to be greatly en-

larged, fo that it cannot be eafily re-

duced to it's former Seat , or if the

Uterus is indurated, fifTured, or ulce-

rated
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rated by long continuing out of ther

Body, the Reduction is not to be at-

tempted, becaufe. the Patient is generally

found much worfe afterwards.

QQQ^QQGQQ .-QQQQQQiQQQ

OBSERVAT, X.

An Inverfion of the Uterus in the De-
livery,

AMong the lamentable Difafters to

which Women are obnoxious, a

total Inverfion of the Uterus is none of

the Ieafl, which can never happen but

either in, or foon after the Birth. If

this Accident is not immediately reme-

died, Death prefently follows. I re-

member myfejf to have met twice with

this Accident in a Week, and if the

Midwife is not ready to give immediate

Afiiftance, the Cafe is defperate, nor did

ever any recover, except the Wife of a

C 5 certaia
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certain Jew ; for the Haemorrhage is

generally fo profufe from the prolapfed

Uterus, that it immediately becomes in-

flamed and indurated, . whence an in-

cipient Gangrene follows from the ob-

flructed Circulation of the Blood. In

the Cafe of which we are now fpeaking,

the whole Uterus was inverted in the

Delivery, which it is not in a Prolapfus

without the Pudenda ; for in this laft

Cafe, the Uterus is not inverted, but

only fubfides ; fo that the internal Os
tincse may be perceived in the Bottom

of the prolapfed Uterus But in this

Cafe the Os uteri is neither perceived

nor vifible to the Eye. This Injury

fometimes arifesfrom unexperienced Mid-

wives drawing the navel String more

violently than it ought , whence -the

Uterus muft confequently follow. Some-

times alfo a Prolapfion follows from the

Strainings after the Birth. This Ac-

cident happened once to myfelf during

the Time I praclifed Midwifry, when I

extracted a dead Foetus, together with

the



the Placenta, whereupon the Uterus foon

after fubfided and came into View, which

I immediately reduced, and placing the

Thighs together, according to the Rules

of Art, the Patient was in a little Time
cured. The Reader has not the leaft

Room to doubt, that not only Mid-

wives, but alfo Surgeons and Phyficians

have been equally deceived in refpect to

the prefent Accident. A certain Surgeon

not long ago fent for me in a Cafe of

this Nature, becaufe he could not con-

jecture what Sort of a Tumor it was that

hung pendulous out of the Body. I

have been likewife fent for oftentimes by

Midwives, whom I have found full of

Wonder, to think what Sort of a Tumor
it was that appeared after the Birth •, for

fome of them have faid to me when I

came, you will fee a large Mola, firmly

adhering to the Uterus -, and others have

faid, we have here a monftrous Birth, &c.

I have therefore taken Care to reprefenc

this Diforder more particularly, that no

one might any longer continue ignorant

C 6 or
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or be deceived in a Matter of fo great

Moment, which requires a moft fpeedy

Relief.

OBSERVAT. XL

A Foetus killed by a wonderful Con-

tortion of the Funiculus Umbili-

calls.

AS Man after Birth is threatened with

innumerable Caufes of Death, fb

there are alfo not a few Caufes both of

Death and Difeafes which threaten the

Foetus, while yet contained in the

Womb. Among thefe lafl, a Contor-

tion of the Funiculus Umbilicalis is of

the greatefl Confequence. A dead Foetus

was lately brought away, with the Mem-
branes of the Chorion, and Amnios
entire, the umbilical Chord of which

I found wonderfully contorted in the

fame
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fame Manner as we fee in common
Pack-thread after twifting it well, and

then applying the two Ends together,

one Part of the Chord twifling itfelf

round the other. It is very probable,

that this Difafter proceeded from a more

frequent turning round of the Foetus

in the Uterus, and that this was the

Caufe of it's Death , by intercepting

intirely the Circulation of the Blood

through the vafcular Rope.

OBSERVAT. XII.

A malignant Ulcer, or Mortification

of the Uterus*

AMong the many Difaflers which

afflict the Bodies of Women, an

Ulcer of the Uterus is none of the leaft.

In the Year 1671, I vifited a Woman
who for fome Weeks paft had contracted

an
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an Ulcer in the Uterus, attended with fo

great and continual a Bleeding, as ren-

dered the Cafe quite furpriiing. The
intolerable Pains which fhe felt in thefe

Parts made her often wifh for Death,

which at length indeed put an End to

her Miferies , after all Remedies were

tried to no Purpofe on Account of the

inconvenient Situation of the Malady,

and continual Flux of Humours from

the Part. After opening the Body, the

Neck of the Uterus feparated from it's

Body by touching it as if it was entirely

putrefied. The Interlines were externally

joined together by a brevious Excoria-

tion and Inflammation ; but the other

Parts were found natural and found e-

nough. 1 have, fince the Obfervation

of this, met with feveral of the like Ul-

cerations or Gangrenes of the Uterus,

which are defervedly efteemed mortal,

fince they are tended not only with fuch ex-

cruciating Pains, but alio with fuch Strain-

ings to empty the Abdomen, as are mofl:

violent, fo that the Patient being infup-

portable
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portable of the Diforder, had much

rather die than live.

OBSERVAT. XIII.

A Diabetesfrom an ill Difpqfition of
the Kidneys.

A Man in the Flower of his Age,

being a long Time afflicted with

excruciating Nephritic Pains, terminating

in Abfcefs of the Kidneys, fell at length

into a Diabetes. He made no 'Difficulty

in drinking half a Hogfhead of Ale in a

Week. After the Death of this Patient,

his Relations gave me an Opportunity

of opening the Body, in which I found

the Vifcera well enough difpofed, except

the Kidneys and Ureters 5 for both the

Kidneys were partly confumed, more
efpecially the right , the Subftance of
which was plainly diflblved, and en-

tirely confumed, leaving only it's Mem-
branes
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branes much incrafifated and contracted

to the Capacity of the Pelvis : The
Ureters were alfo very much diftorted,

and in many Places dilated, or expanded

more than in others.

OBSERVAT. XIV.

An Infiance of Superjcetation.

THE Wife of a certain Surgeon at

Amfterdam , in the Year 1686,
brought forth a robtifl living Infant, and

within fix Hours after this Birth, ' fhe

brought forth likewife an Embryo of a

considerable Figure and Magnitude. In

this Embryo it was remarkable, firft,

that the Funiculus Umbilicalis refembled

fo many Hydatides, fo that the whole

feem'd to be a Chain of Veficles, filled

with a watery Humour ; but from

whence came this ? Secondly, I obferved

the
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the Placenta of fuch a Thicknefs and

Magnitude, that one fhould feldom fee

it thicker or larger in a Foetus of three

Months old.

0O0g|6Oa9OQ:QQ0QQCi3Qe

OBSERVAT. XV.

A fatal Ifchuria from Stones lodged

in the Ureter.

HOW deplorable a Malady the Stone

of the Bladder is, is well known
to every Surgeon •, but Hill much more

cruel is the Stone of the Kidneys, when
it is of fuch Magnitude, as not to be

capable of palling through the Ureter -,

becaufe in this laft Cafe the Patient can

receive no Relief, either from the Skill

of the Phyfician, or Hand of the Surgeon.

Of this we had an Inflance of a

certain Surgeon at Amfterdam^ in the

Year 1682, who, being a long Time
afflifted
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afflicted with nephritic Complaints, dis-

charged many fmall Stones ; but at

length fell into a fpurious Ifchuria, from

which he was once relieved by the Ufe
of a Semicupium, but being afterwards

feized with moft intenfe Pains of the

Abdomen and Legs, with a vomiting of

a black coloured Matter, at laft expired.

Upon opening the Body, I found two

Stones in the right Kidney, and one in

the left Ureter, which laft was of the

Magnitude and Figure of an Olive, hav-

ing its Surface encompaffed with many
fmall Calculi or Particles of Gravel, which

entirely intercepted the PafTage of the

Urine into the Bladder.

The upper Part of the Ureter above

the Stone, was very much dilated, by

Reafon of the frequent PafTage of Cal-

culi that Way •, but below, the Ureter

was of its natural Capacity, but more

red than it ought to be, having furfered

an Inflammation. The Kidney of the

fame Ureter was alfo of a monftrous Bulk,

and appeared filled, as did alfo the greateft

Part
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Part of the Ureter, with a watery Hu-
mour, the Motion of which Humour
the Patient frequently perceived, as he

told us, upon moving his Body.

OBSERVAT. XVI.

A Prolapfus of one of the Ovaria,

after opening an Abfcefs penetrating

too deep into the Abdomen.

HOW neceffary it is, both for the

Surgeon, as well as the Anato-

mift, to operate with a light and fufpend-

ed Hand, no one can be ignorant •, for

the Anatomift cautioufly difTec~ts the Parts,*

2nd the Surgeon ought to ufe no lefs

Circumfpection in performing his Ope-

rations. I knew a certain Surgeon, who
when living was very rafh in his Practice,

he in an Abfcefs in the lateral and lower

Part of the Hypogaftrium, made a large

Apes-
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Aperture with a Lancet, thrufting the

Inftrument fo deep, that it penetrated

even into the Cavity of the Abdomen,
after which one of the Ovaries burft

forth from the Cavity of the Body, to-

gether with a purulent Matter, which I

having feen, and examined well with my
Fingers, return'd the fame again into its

natural Place, without any notable In-

jury to the Patient, who complained of

nothing on this Account afterwards.

OBSERVAT. XVII.

A Dropfy of the Ovarium in a Wo-
man.

ADropfy of the Ovarium, or rather

of the Ova contained therein, if

we may be allowed fo to fpeak, is a Dif-

order well enough known to others if

it was but duly confidered. It ufually

paffes under the Denomination of Hyda-
tides
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tides with moil Authors, to whichName
I readily confent, provided we agree in

the Diforder itfelf : This Diforder gene-

rally I obferve feated for the mod Part,

if not always, in the Ova, which are fo

changed and increafed in Bulk, that

they are very often ken. larger than the

Head of an Infant. But how furprifing

is it, that this Change mould happen in

the Human Ova, which in a natural

State are filled with a feminal Humour ?

Even the Brain itfelf and Glands I have

fometimes obferved degenerate into Hy-
datides, as is alfo evident from the Ob-
fervations and Teftimony of others.

Hitherto we ought to refer the prodigi-

ous Hen's Egg extended in this Manner,

which I keep in my Repofitory, as the

Gift of the curious and learned Dr. At-

meloveen^ who called me to the DifTe&ion

of the Hen.

OBSER.
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OBSERVAT. XVIII.

A hairy l?umorfound in the Omentum,

N the Year 1683, we opened the Bo-

dy of a certain Woman, who had

been for the Space of fifteen Years part,

troubled with a Dropfy, by which her

Abdomen was diftended to the Circum-

ference of three Ells, and the Blood-

veffels of the Abdomen were increafed in

their Capacity and Thicknefs, beyond

the Magnitude of the largeft writing

Quills : But this unfortunate Patient was

lamentably afflicted during the whole

Courfe of the fore mentioned Number of

Years, 'till at length after many and

intolerable Pains a Gangrene appeared

above the Navel, by feparating which,

the Waters contained in the Abdomen
burft forth with great Impetuofity, but

without any remarkable Fcetor, or ill

Smell. Mr. AbelVanderhorft^ a well ex-

perienced Surgeon, prevented any far-

ther
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ther Difcharge by the Application of

Compreffes and flicking Plaifters ; and
that he might difcharge the Water gra-

dually, he extracted *a fufficient Quan-
tity every Quarter of an Hour. But in

a few Hours after the Eruption of the

Waters, they contracted fuch an intoler-

able Smell, as was infupportable to eve-

ry one ; and on the fourth or fifth Day
.after the Opening, the miferable Patient

expired. The Relations confenting for

us to open the Body, we found the

Omentum flefhy and thick as one's Finger

fattened to the Peritoneum, and includ-

ing a Tumor as large as one's Fift, which

being laid open according to its Length,

there firft appeared a fmall Quantity

of a white thick Matter, without any

ill Smell, which being difcharged, we
found the reft of the Tumor to be no-

thing but a Heap of Hairs curled and

twifted together in an intricate Manner

:

Thefe Hairs were of different Length,

fome of them not longer than one's

Finger, and others were more than equal

to
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to a Span in length. Thefe Hairs be-

ing viewed with a Microfcope, were

found to agree in all Refpe&s with

thofe of the Head, excepting that they

had no Roots. In the other Vifcera we
met with nothing remarkable.

OBSERVAT. XIX.

An Orthopnoea arijing from an Ob-

JlruBion and Expanfion of the Ve-

ficles of the Lungs.

AMaid of about forty Years old, feem-

ed for fome Months paft to be in

a Manner fufFocated with an Orthopnoea,

accompanied with an Afcites, fo that not

only her Lips, but alfo her whole Face

had contracted a very difagreeable livid

Colour \ and at length falling into Faint-

ings me expired. By opening the Body
we difcovered the following Particulars :

That
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That the Mufcles of the Abdomen natu-

rally incumbent upon each other, and very

ilriclly cohering together, were in this Bo-

dy fo loofely connected, that they could

eafily feparate them by the Fingers with

a fmall Force, which is a Circumftance

I have obferved in many Bodies dying

Dropfical. The watery Liquor contain-

ed in the Abdomen, being heated over

the Fire, congealed like Lymph, or the

White of an Egg. All the Fat through-

out the whole Body was confumed, the

Peritonaeum was much thicker than

ufual, the Omentum fcirrhous, and in-

durated, and the Inteflines by long fafi>

ing, were contracted and reduced into

a fmall Compafs -, but the fpermatic

Veins were fo much dilated, that they

would eafily admit a writing Quill9 which

Circumftance I never before observed in

Virgins, but have fometimes feen in

gravid Women. The Membranes - in-

verting the Liver and Kidneys, were ve-

ry hard and thick, the Gall Bladder was

alrnoft empty, and the Lungs adhered

to the Pleura, But the Heart was found

. D three
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three Times larger than ufual, with a

great Quantity of Water included in the

Pericardium, which being heated over

the Fire, hardened like Lymph. The
right Kidney was inverted, and in fome

Part of the Lungs I obferved a Heap
of pellucid Vehicles, fo much obftrucled

and diftended with the Air, that I could

not eafily comprefs them, or evacuate

the Air. By blowing the Air ftrongly

through the Afpera Arteria, fome of

thofe Veficles were burft, and thofe of

them which were obftru&ed, readily dif-

charged their included Air, and fubfid-

ed after they were perforated with the

Point of a Needle.

O B S E R-
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OBSERVAT. XX.

5*

An Orthopnoea arifing from an Ob-

JlruBion of the Pulmonary Veficles.

N the Year 1685, in Company with

that very fkilful Phyfician Dr. Syl-

vius, and Mr. Young, an experienced Sur-

geon, I opened the Body of a certain

Merchant, who for a long Time had

been afflicted with a Dyfpnova, or Diffi-

culty of breathing, accompanied with a

Cough and flight continual Fever. This

Difordsr fo much increafed after he had

accidentally tumbled into fome Water,

that in Procefs of Time he was fcarce

any longer able to breathe, and foon af-

ter he expired. In opening the Body,

we obferved that the whole Diforder con-

fided in an Obftruelion of Part of the

Lungs, ' in which all the Veficles appear-

ed flopped up and difcended, fo that the

Air which they contained, could not

pais freely in or out.

D % O B S E R-
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OBSERVAT. XXL

The 'fore-mentioned Diforder obferved

in a Child.

IN the Year 1686, I differed the Bo-

dy of a Child about eight Years old

(in Company with Mr. Vanderburgh^

Merchant of Amfterdam) which had ex-

pired of the 'fore-mentioned Diforder

;

and in the Lungs of this Child we ob-

ferved the Veficles occluded as before,

being grown together fo as to intercept

the PafTage of the Air % whence I am
apt to believe, that this Diforder more

frequently afflicts Mankind than has

hithertQ been obferved by Authors, and

the more fo3 becaufe the Relations of

the deceafed feldom permit the opening

of the dead Body.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XXII.

Afurprifing Delivery , /» which there

was a prefernatural Clofure of the

Pajages -, but opened by Art,

THAT a Woman fhould conceive,

or become pregnant while the

Womb itfelf hangs pendulous out of the

Body, is not abfolutely to be denied, be-

caufe I once obferved the fame, in a

Manner which I mall hereafter relate -

9

yet is the Thing uncommon, and very

rarely, if ever obferved before. But I

think it is no lefs extraordinary for a

Woman to be impregnated, while the

Membrane of the Hymen continues en.

tire, and that even to the Time of the

Birth j and ftiil more extraordinary is

it for the Vagina of the Uterus to be

clofed up by a preternatural Membrane,
feated behind the Hymen, as we mall

hereafter relate.

D z In
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In the Prince's Dyke, oppofite that

which is commonly called de Angeliers-

gruft, lived John Peters, Tobacconifl,

whofe Name and Place of Abode I men-
tion beyond my ufual Method, becaufe

the Hiflory is fo extraordinary, that it

may excite the Admiration of every one,

whereas I otherwife ufually omit the

Names, becaufe it is diipleaiing to the

Patients ; the Wife of this Tobacconift

being in Labour, could not be delivered

even though her Throws and labour

Pains were fo vehement, that her Cries

were heard all over the Street. At
length I was called by two Midwives to

her Affiftance, for otherwife the mifer-

able Patient . muft in Appearance have

been loir in a little Time : Having ex-

amined after the Caufe of the Difficulty

of the Birth, I found that the Mem-
brane of the Hymen was entire and ve-

ry thick, being thruft outward by the

Head of the Foetus which prefented for

the Birth. Having ktr\ this, I judged

that the aforefaid Membrane muft be

divid-
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divided by Incifion •, and having called

Mr. Andrew Boekelman, and Mr. Peter

Adrian the younger, two of the moil

expert Surgeons, the latter coming firft

perfuaded me to carry on the Incifion

immediately by a Pair of Sciflars and

Director, or grooved Probe to avoid in

juring the Head of the Foetus. This In-

cifion being made in a right Line a-crofs

the Membrane, from the Pubes towards the

Anus, we in vain waited for the Exclu-

fion of the Foetus, for there was another

preternatural and thick Membrane be-

hind the former, which more deeply

clofed up the PaiTage of the Vagina, and

obftructed the Exclufion of the Foetus.

Having difcovered this Membrane, we
judged there were but few Hopes of fav-

ing the Patient-; but that the Mother

might [not be loft, together with the

Foetus, we made an Incifion alfo through

this laft Membrane, whereupon the Ope-

ration was no fooner over than the living

Foetus was excluded, coming forth cry-

ing with Strength enough, and ftill con-

D 4 tinues
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tinues alive and well. All this being

performed to the great Relief of the

Mother, who feemed to be about to ex-

pire, together with the Foetus, though

by this Operation both of them efcaped.

On the following Days the Patient com-
plained of an Incontinency of Urine,

which happened to her not from the
a
fore-mentioned Incifions, but from the

violent and long continued Diftenfion of

the Vulva and Sphincter of the Bladder,

as appeared from the Event -, for after

fome Weeks fhe did well, and flill con-

tinues fo, together with the. Infant, of

which me was delivered in this extraordi-

nary Birth. In this Delivery we are to

obferve,

1. That .the Membrane of the -Hy-

men was not ruptured in coitu (of which

there are various Inftances to be found

in the Anatomy of Bartholin* Fol. 286.)

either from too great a Thicknefs of the

Membrane, or from fome other Caufe,

to be here pafs'd over, that I may not ex-

ceed the Bounds of Modefly.

2. Tha
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2. That behind the 'fore-mentioned

Membrane of the Hymen, the Vagina

was clofed up more deeply by a certain

preternatural Membrane, which doubt-

lefs was formed after Impregnation,

probably from an Excoriation of the

Vagina, proceeding from feme very

acrid Humour ; for we fometimes ob-

ferve an Excoriation of the Vulva, whofe
' Sides collapfing together extra coitu, not

only grow together, but form a Sort of

true membranous Production.

3. That the Incontinency of Urine,

arofe not from the Operation or Incifion,

but from the too great Diflenfion of the

Vulva, and it is very unjuftly that, fame

unfkilful Perfons impute every Inconti-

nency of Urine, to the Midwife, or to the

Surgeon who extracts the dead Fcetus

;

whereas it more frequently proceeds from

the too great Diflenfion of the Vagina,

whence the Sphincter of the Bladder that

firmly adheres to the Vagina, is Co much
extended, that the Mother is incapable

of retaining her Urine for feveral Days,

D 5 and
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and fometimes even for Weeks. I have

very frequently cured this Relaxation or

Lofs of Tone in the Sphincter of the

Bladder, but it can be very rarely cured,

if the Incontinency of Urine proceeds

from a Gangrene, which Women in

Child-bed frequently receive from a too

violent and long continued DiilracYion

of the Vulva, or immoderate prefiing

and grinding with the Fingers of the

Midwife.

OBSERVAT. XXIII.

A monftrdus Conformation of the Pu-

denda in a GirL

N the Year 1670, I vifited a Girl of

fix Days old from the Birth, whofe

Pudenda was united with the Navel, or

rather with that Part of the Body which

was inftead of the Navel j the whole

be-



in Surgery. 59

being a confufed Heap of excoriated Tu-
bercles, in the lower Part of which ap-

peared two Foramina, from whence the

Urine continually diflilled in Drops, ef-

pecially when the Infant cried. There is

no Room to doubt alfo, but that this In-

fant was deftitute of any Bladder, be-

caufe there was no Meatus Urinarius, the

two Openings before-mentioned near the

Navel being continued to the Ureters.

This Mifconformation of Parts, might

perhaps arife from a Fright, the Mother

having fallen from a high Place feveral

Weeks before the Birth,

D 6 OB-
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OBSERVAT. XXIV.

A lateral Part of the Uterus prolap-

Jing in the Birth.

INnumerable are the Disorders of the

Uterus, of which there are fome fo

feldom obferved, that we find no Mention,

of them among Authors *, and among
thefe lefs frequent Accidents, I think a

true Prolapfion of the lateral Part of the

Body of the Uterus in the Birth, ought

to be enumerated, as I had once only

an Opportunity of feeing. A certain

Woman living in the broad Street of the

Jews, being in Labour, had by violent

Strainings a hard Tumor about the Size

of a fmall Fill in the left Side only of

the Vulva. The Midwife feeing this

Tumor, and knowing not what to make
of it, ordered me to be fent for. At
firft Sight it appeared to me like a

Portion of the Placenta Uterina, which

frequently prefenting before the Foetus*

I had
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I had almoft by that Means been k&
into a Miftake ; but enquiring more
diligently into the Affair, I found it to

be truly a lateral Part of the Uterus,,

which was alfo proved by the Event

;

for after the Infant was delivered, the

Uterus immediately returned to its na-

tural Situation, and the Patient recovered

without any Ufe of Fomentations, which,

we commonly apply to prevent any pro-

lapfed Part of the Uterus from being in-

vaded with a Gangrene.

O BSE. R VAT.. XXV.

The Os tinea, or Mouth of the Uterus,

prolapfmg in the Birth.

T is well known that the Placenta

Uterina, and fometimes even the

Vagina itfelf often prolapfe or fubfide

before the Foetus in the Time of Partu-

rition |
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rition ; but it is more furprifing for the

internal Mouth of the Uterus to be

forced down in the Birth, as I have

fometimes obferved. It is hardly ex-

preflible with what an uncommon Ap-
pearance the Os Uteri prefents itfelf upon

fuch an Occafion \ and thofe who have

been prefent with myfelf at thefe Cafes*

know very well with what Circum-

fpe&ion and Care one ought to proceed

in a Cafe of this Nature. In fuch a Cafe

I think it mofl advifable to refer the

Exclufion of the yet living Foetus to

Nature, fuftaining the Os Uteri with both

the Hands •, but if the Foetus is dead,

the whole Bufinefs will confift in ex-

tracting it as much as poffible with one

Hand, while the Os Uteri is fuftained

by the other, that it may not prolapfe

together with the Foetus, and occafion

an Inverfion of the Womb, to which at.

that Time it is difpofed.

O JB S E R«
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OBSERVAT, XXVI.

An Inverfion of the Uterus in the

Birth, rendered fatal by an un-

fkilful Hand.

OW badly thofe Patients confult

their own Intereft who commit the

Care of their Bodies to unfkilful and un-

fettled Practitioners, is evident from the

daily Misfortunes which we experience,

and efpecially from the following Ob-
fervation. The Wife of a certain Butcher

having lately brought forth a ftrong In-

fant, the Uterus itfelf immediately fol-

lowed the Placenta, and was inverted,

mentioned in Obfervation X, preceding,

Hereupon an ignorant Medicafter was

called, whofe Name is not worth men-

tioning, as he will doubtlefs hardly ever

be called again to a like deplorable

Cafe. This Fellow, inflead of replacing

the Uterus into its proper Situation, cut

a
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a little Way into the Tumor with the

Point of his Knife, in order to difcover

what it was, whether it was a preter-

natural Tumor, filled with Humours,

or the Placenta Uterina, &c. This rafh

and unheard of Method of Enquiry, foon

put an End to the Patient's Life, for fo

profufe an Haemorrhage immediately fol-

lowed, as was not fupportable, nor ca-

pable of being fupprefTed by all my En-

deavours with the mod powerful Stag-

notics •, but every Thing proving fruit

«

lefs, in a few Hours after I was called,

Faintings came on, and towards the latter

End of the Day, the Patient expired.

OB, SEE,
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OBSERVAT. XXVII.

A Dropfyfrom an AJJemblage of Hy-
datides> included in a Saccidus above

the Stomach.

]| 7"HAT an Afcites is, included in

the Membranes of the Abdomen,
muft be well known to every one who
is at all verfed in the Practice of Phyfic ;

but the Inftance here alledged is not fo

common, being a kind of Bladder, or

thick membranous Sack, filled with little

Veficles, containing an aqueous Humour,
in Magnitude not much unlike to the

Stomach, above which this Sacculus

,

with its contained Hydatides were feated;

and this we obferved in the Body of an

afthmatic Patient, whofe Refpiration was

fo difficult, that he fometimes feemed to

be about to expire with an Orthopncea,

which was accompanied with a (low Fever

and frequent Heart-burns. Many of

thefe Hydatides, which were of different

Sizes*
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Sizes, were found loofe, and fluctuating

within the fore-mentioned membranous
Sack, and others were found firmly ad-

hering to the Membranes of the faid Sack.

ORSERVAT. XXVIII.

PfeudomolcZ) or fpurious Molds, from

Jmall Placentas remaining in the

Uterus after the ExcluHon of the

Pectus.

OW many and how great Incon^

veniencies happen to Lying-in

Women, when the Secundines, or After-

burthen do not follow the preceding

mature Foetus, is no eafy Matter to fay ;

for fome fall into a profufe and irregular

Fluor Uterinus, which returns at Inter-

vals from the fame Caufe, not without

excruciating Pains. In others the Ab-
domen is diflended to a great Bulk with

a Difficulty of Refpiration , an oede-

matous
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matous Swelling at the Legs, Sicknefs at

the Stomach, or loathing of the Food,

with Anxieties of the Prsecordia, fainting

Fits, and Palenefs of the Face ; and not

nnfrequently Death itfelf puts a Period

to thefe Miferies , whence the Diforder

appears to be very dangerous, and of

the laft Confequence, but not mortal in

itfelf, as fome of the lefs fkilful Mid-

wives would have us believe. Very

often the Placenta remains in the Uterus

for above the Space of ten Months after

the Foetus has been excluded ; and it is

almoft as incredible as furprifing, what

a Variety of Changes, or Tranfmutations,

if I may fo fpeak, the preternaturally re-

tained Placenta undergoes. Sometimes

the Placenta degenerates into Hydatides

or Veficles, hanging as it were like

Foot-{talks, and with a watery Humour.,

as will appear in fome of the future Ob-
fervations ; and fometimes the retained

Placenta is at length brought forth, and

efteemed by others for a Mola, be-

twixt which there is a near Refemblance,

both
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both in Hardnefs, Confidence, Form
and flefhy Subftance, conformable to the

Defcription of a Mola ; fo that it is no
Wonder thefe Parts of the Placenta

fhould be taken for Molae by thofe who
have no Opportunity of feeing daily

with us thefe Placenta's which have been

retained, expofed to View by anatomical

DifTeclion. For from the firft Time
that I gave Lectures for the Ufe of Mid-
Wives in this vaft City of Amfterdam^

every rare and unufual Cafe which has fal-

len into their Hands, has been always

brought to me by way of Reconfpence.

But to return to our Subject ; if the

Placenta's of Foetus's two, three, or four

Months old are retained longer than they

ought in the Uterus, they are not fo

much dangerous as apt to produce Al-

terations in the Patient. But if the Pla-

centa of a mature Foetus, or of one

that is feven or eight Months old be

retained, there is more Danger, becaufe

frequently the whole Placenta degenerates

into Hydatides, the Number of which

is
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is fometimes fo great, as to extend the

Abdomen to fuch a Degree, that the

Woman feems to be with Child. I re-

member myfelf to have twice feen a large

Plate full of fuch Hydatides difcharged

from thofe who have retained Part of

the Placenta in the Uterus for fome

Months after they have been delivered.

I faid before, that the Placenta's of A-
bortives, two, three, or four Months

old, become of fo compact a Subflance,

and acquire fuch a Form, that they may
be well taken for Molae by the Unfkilful,

provided they flay in the Uterus longer

than they ought, or for many Days ; for

the Humours being expelled together

with the Foetus, the Placenta is con-

tracted and preffed together by the Uterus,

into this or that Form, fo as to refemble

either a Mole, a Frog, or fome other

Kind of Body, whence the over credu-

lous Women, who are too much ad-

dicted to tell Stories and magnify Trifles,

give out to their Acquaintance that they

have met with living Molas, capable of

flying,
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flying, &c. and what is more, they ad-

rnonifh the reft of their Companions who
are prefent at the Birth, to take Care of

thefe Molas, that they do not creep un-

der their Cloaths, and infinuate them-

felvesinto their Bodies. But rejecting thefe

Trifles of old Women, I think it wor-

thy of Obfervation, that if thefe Placen-

tulas are retained a Week, or longer in

the Uterus, after the Foetus has been di-

livered, they are fo comprefTed by the

Contraction of the Womb, that they be-

come not only more compact and folid

than the mufcular Fiefh, but are by that

Means moulded into the Form and Mag-
nitude of the internal Cavity of the

Uterus.

A certain Woman who had gone ele-

ven Weeks with Child, as fhe reported

to me, mifcarried by a violent PafTion of

Mind, the Placentulas ftill remaining for

fome Weeks in the Womb, by the Con-

traction of which in returning to its for-

mer Magnitude, the Placentas were fo

much indurated and disfigured before

it
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it was difcharged, that if one had not

carefully examined its Subftance, they

would have readily believed it to be a

Mola.

Another Woman in the fifth Month
of her Pregnancy, brought forth an im-

mature Foetus, which was folJowed with

the Secundines entire and well condition-

ed -, but after thefe were come to light,

there followed a flefhy Mafs, in Form
and Magnitude refembling the natural

Uterus. Upon making a Uriel Exami-
nation into this laft by Incifion, I found~

it to be likewife a deformed Placenta,

more compact than ufual ; but how long

this fecond Placenta had continued in

the Womb, is hard to fay, whether or

no the Woman might have had Twins,

and one of the Foetus's being deflroyed

or dropt without her Knowledge, its

Placenta might have continued ; or whe-

ther or no me was with Child before this

laft Impregnation, and having excluded

the Embryo retained the Placenta, as

many Times happens ; all this is what

we
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we have no Opportunity here to deter-

mine. At leaft there is no Room to

doubt, that after the Exclufion of the

Foetus in thefe Cafes, the Placenta being

retained fome Weeks in the Uterus, con-

tracting to its former Dimenfions, there-

fore receives the Figure and Dimenfions

of its internal Cavity. But if one of the

'fore-mentioned Placentula be retained

for a few Days only, it becomes more

compact and irregularly figured, foas

to reprefent fometimes a Frog, fome-

times a Mole, &c. according to People's

Imaginations.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XXIX.

A Mafs of congealed Blood, in feme

Meafure refembling a Mola, both

in Colour and CompacJnefs,

NO T only a Placenta retained in the

Uterus for fome time after the

Exclufion of an Embryo may refemble

a Mola, but aifo congealed Blood lodged

in the Cavity of the Uterus, which has

been frequently brought me by Mid-
wives , fometimes for a Mola, and

fometimes for a Placenta. This con-

gealed Blood being much indurated by

the ComprefTure of the Uterus, I have

fometimes found it fo compact, as to

refemble Flefh, and have frequently ob-

ferved a Sort of Membranes, in a Man-
ner appended like thofe which we fee

fwimming in the Water, after bleeding

in the Foot. When thefe and fuch like

Bodies are brought to me, I make the

following Enquiries : 1. Whether there

E are
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are any Footfteps of a Funiculus umbili-

calis, or Navel-String which has been

broke off; 2. Whether or no there are

any blood Vefifels diftributed through the

Mafs, without which they cannot be

termed retained Placentula?, in which it

is to be obferved however, that if there

are Blood-vefTels, they generally contain

no Blood, fo that they feem more like

Fibres than Blood-vefTels.

OBSERVAT. XXX.

An Amputation of a cancerous Penis.

THE Uterus being prolapfed and

enlarged to a monftrous Bulk,

may evidently be extirpated according

to the preceding Obfervations ; which

Operation however, fhould not be at-

tempted without firft introducing a

Catheter into the Urethra, before a Liga-

ture
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ture is applied to the Uterus, left that

abominable ill Confequence mould fol-

low, mentioned in the feventh Obferva-

tion preceding. No lefs practicable alio

is it to amputate the Penis of the Male,

when it is dangeroufly corrupted, or

mortified, provided the Operation be

rightly performed. A certain Country-

man who dwelt in the Suburbs, had two
Years before a Scirrhus formed in the

external Part of a Penis, which at length

degenerated into an ulcerated Cancer,

enlarging that Part of the Penis to fuch

a Degree, that it was equal to one's Fift.

Mr. Jehoiakim Scbrader, an expert Sur-

geon, who had undertaken this Cure,

called into Confutation the experienced

Dr.- Hidding, myfelf, and Mr. Andrew

Boekelman^ and his Son Cornelius. We
unanimoufly recommended an Extirpa-

tion, which was accordingly performed

the next Day, and with fo much Suc-

cefs, that the Patient returned Home
and now lives in Health, although de-

prived of his Penis. But this Opera-

E 2 tion
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tion was performed in the following

Manner; after introducing a Catheter

through the Urethra into the Cavity of

the Bladder, we made Ligature with a

String upon the Penis, behind the dif-

cafed Part, the String being fmall in-

deed, but ftrong and forcibly tied. The
Pains following were manfully fupported

by the Patient, for to the Surprife of all of

us he made but little Noife. Having made
this Ligature, he fecured the Catheter in

fuch a Manner with a Thread, that it

could not well flip out of the Cavity of

the Urethra. On the next Day we
made a new Ligature, that the affected

Part might the fooner mortify ; and in

the mean Time we wrapt up the Penis

in a - moift Bladder, to confine the ill

Smell and to receive the Urine ; and on

the fifth Day, if I miftake not, the. mor-

tified Part was removed by the Scalpel,

without any Hemorrhage, fince it was

totally mortified. In the mean Time
we left the Catheter ftill remaining in

the Bladder for a Day or two longer,

'till
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'till the Ligature dropping off of itfelf,

the Patient had no longer any Occafion

of that Instrument. Being thus cured,

he now difcharges his Urine through an

Ivory Pipe, for the whole remaining

Part of the Penis was retracted into the

Abdomen, fo as to make it neceffary for

him to apply the 'fore-mentioned Inftru-

rnent< to carry out his Urine, and pre-

vent it from wetting his Cloaths,

OBSERVAT. XXXI.

The Gall-bladder, containing dijlinft

Cells, and lined internally with a

Jiony Crujl.

TH E internal Coat of the Pori bi-

liarii frequently degenerates into a

Stony Crufl in the Liver of a Cow, for

in this Condition we have frequently

found it in that Animal, and I have

E 3 fome-
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fometimes obferved the fame to happen

in the Gall-bladder of that Animal, but

very rarely is the like obferved in the

Human Gall-bladder. Some Years ago

I publickly differed a Human Body,

whofe Gall-bladder was in a Manner par-

titioned into many Cells, the internal

Coat being in a great Meafure petrified,

but what Complaints the Patient made
from thence while living I could not

learn, not being acquainted with any

who knew him while living. The Bile

in this Gall-bladder was thicker than

ufual, perhaps from the Remora, or long

Stay which it made in thefe Cells, from

whence it could not fo readily flow out

»

much in the fame Manner we often

fee that the Bile is obftru&ed in the

Porus biliarius of the Liver in a Cow,
when that Du<5l is contracted too much
in one Part or the other, or flopped up

with a ftony Matter, or with Worms,
which are often found in thefe Parts.

As in this Cafe the Bile cannot readily

flow out, it muft acquire a thicker Con-

fidence %
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fiftence •, and what is worthy of Obfer-

vation, the Bile contained in the Gall-

bladder hardly differs from that which

we find in the Porus biliarius, appearing.

to me of the fame Tafte and Confidence*

for which Reafon, I cannot aflent to the

Opinion of thofe who perfuade them-

felves, that thefe two Kinds of Bile arer

not the fame, but on the other Hand,
that they differ very much from each

other in Confidence, which is a very

wrong Way of thinking, provided the

Gall-bladder and Porus biliarius are right-

ly difpofed. But if the Porus biliarius

is obftrucled in one Part or the other*,

by fome calculous Concretion, the Bile

muft confequently be in that Part in-

fpiffated \ but otherwife in a natural'

State, the Bile will acquire the fame

Confidence in the Gall bladder, as in the

Porus biliarius : The Gall-bladder may
be therefore juftly efteemed a Kind of

Diverticulum, or Store-houfe to the Bile^

into which it is depofited not only from,

the Roots of the Gall-bladder (which are

E 4 derived
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derived by the principal Anatomifts from

its Bottom, whereas there are very few,

if any thence arifing ; but there are ma-
ny which come from the cyftic Duel,)

but alfo from the Porus biliarius, through

which like a large Root the Bile flows

not only to the Inteftines, but alfo to

the Gall-bladder itfelf. This Opinion is

much favoured, becaufe Horfes, Affes,

and many other Animals have jio Gall-

bladder, the Porus biliarius being in them

fuiRcient ; add to this, that I have fome-

times obferved both in Men and in

Cows, that the Gall-bladder has been

nearly as frnail in Capacity as the Porus

itfelf.

OBSE R
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OBSERVAT. XXXII.

The Menfesfupprejjed by a Membrane

clojing up the Paffage of the Vagina*

and evacuated by making an In-

cijion through the fame Mem-
. brane.

A Virgin of about twenty Years of

Age, being for feveral Months in-

difpofed, made very frequent Complaints

of an intolerable Pain and Weight in her

Loins, or about the Hips, whence her

Mother thought it advifable to confult

and take the Advice of fome fkilful Per-

fon. Mr. Andrew Boekelman^ a very ex-

pert Surgeon, was called, together with

myfelf, in order to find out the Caufe

of this Complaint ; whereupon we con-

cluded from the Pains and Complaints

returning every Month, that an Cb-
ftru&ion of the Menfes was the Caufe

of all the Maladies, as indeed the Event

E 5 proved,
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proved, for flie did well only by making
an Incifion through a certain Membrane
which was placed behind the Membrane
of the Hymen, entirely flopping up the

PaiTage of the Vagina. It is hardly

pollible to exprefs how tenfe that Mem-
brane was, by reafon of the ftagnant

Blood which was there accumulated

,

diftending all the genital Parts outwards,

and endeavouring to vent itfelf without

Effect. It is alfo wonderful, that the

Blood which immediately flowed out

upon making the Incifion, to the Quan-

tity of about four Pounds, rufhed forth

with great Violence, and not in the lead

coagulated, nor in the lead putrefied,

but of a very black Colour, as can be

very well attefted by the very worthy

Phyfician of the Hofpital Dr. John Ban-

kers, with Mr. Abel Vanderhcrft, an ex-

pert Surgeon, who were both prefent

with us at the Operation. m

OBSER*
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OBSERVAT. XXXIII.

A Placenta Vterina degenerated into-

Hydatides.

HOW ufeful is the Knowledge and;

Experience derived from Anatomy,

.

and the frequent DifTeclion of Bodies*,

is in nothing more apparent than in pre-

ternatural Births ; concerning which many
Authors have .wrote more fparingly, ^ and

with lefs Exactnefs than they ought.

We come now to fpeak of that preter-

natural Birth (on. the Mother's Side) ij&

which the Placenta Uterina is retained,,

and falfely efteemed by fome to be a

Mola, or falfe Conception. There are

many concurring Caufes which hinder the

Exclufion of the Placenta after theFcetus y\

and there are many Kinds of Alteration,

or Changes which the Placenta undergoes;*

if it is retained in the Uterus after De-

livery. We have fometimes known it:

to grow to an immenfe Bulk after being,

E 6 re^
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retained in the Uterus longer than it

ought. Sometimes we have feen it fo

much comprefTed and contracted after the

Exclufion of the Foetus, that it has been

miftakenly efteemed by others for a Mola,

as we obferved in a preceding Obferva-

tion. It is not unfrequent likewife, for

the Placenta to be difcharged in Pieces at

different Times from the Body in a putrid

State, and with an intolerable Smell, and

fometimes again the retained Parts of the

Placenta degenerate into limpid Hyda-
tides like a Bunch of Grapes ; and thefe

Kinds of Degeneration of the Placenta

into Hydatides. I have frequently feen9

and to fpeak the Truth, I continued a

long Time doubtful what to think of

them, till I once happened to meet with

the Placenta in part found, and in part

degenerated into Hydatides; thefe Hy-
datides feem to me to be nothing elfe than

the very minute Glands of the Placenta,

diftended into watery Veficles, which is

a Diforder frequent enough in the Liver,

.Kidneys, and other glandular Parts.

3 That
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That they are dilated Veflels hardly any

one can imagine, for then the Hydatides

would be found largeft about the Middle

of the Placenta, whereas we meet with

them intermixed large and fmall together

without any Manner of Order ; and be-

fides this, I have obferved thofe Veflels

almoft annihilated, fo as hardly to leave

a Branch remaining. What I think con-

cerning the fmall Glands of the Placenta,

contrary to the Opinion of fome of the

Moderns, I intend hereafter to publifh.

OBSERVAT. XXXIV.

ATumor in the Loins ofa Foetus with

a Bifid Spine.

IT is not my Defign to refute what
other Authors have thought con-

cerning the Bifid Spine * but I mail only

declare what has occurred to my own
Obfexvation, having had Opportunities

of
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of feeing this Diforder ten feveral Times.

A Tumor frequently arifes in the Loins

of a Foetus, while it is yet an Inhabitant

of the Uterus, which Tumor is in fome

Meafure foft , more efpecially in its

Middle, and frequently it is limpid,, as-

if it was an Hydatid, but fometimes it

is found opace. It is not always the

fame in Magnitude , being, fometimes

equal to the Size of a Walnut, and

fometimes as large asa middling Turnip.

If we rightly examine this Tumor, it

will appear as plain as the Noon Sun to

be a Dropfy, in part of the Spinal Me-
dulla, and is almoft the fame Diforder, -

allowing for the Difference of Situation,

with' that which in the Head of the

Foetus is commonly called an Hydro-

cephalus. For in the fame Manner as

in the Head of the Foetus or Infant,,

before the Bones of the Head are united,

by Means of the Sutures, the Membranes

of the Brain and Integuments of the

Head, are frequently expanded to a

great Degree, w,th a Quantity of Water,-

fo
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fo as to form a foft Tumor •, in the fame

Manner alfo there is a like Tumor,

fometimes formed in the Back or Loins,

feldom in the Nape of the Neck (as I

once faw and preferved the Preparation

in my Repofltory) and ftill more rarely

does it happen in the inferior and ex-

terior Part of the Os Sacrum, as we mall

hereafter relate an Inflance of this Kind,

which came under our Obfervation. In

the Hydrocephalus of new-born Infants,

the Brain is in a great Meafure refolved

into Water, as many are well acquainted ;

fo alfo in the prefent Tumor the Spinal

Medulla being wanting, I believe dege-

nerates into a watery Subftance \ whereas

it is furprifmg that I mould often find

the Spinal Medulla well-conditioned be-

low the Tumor ; whence fome Children

retain the Motion of their lower Limbs,

whereas I have found others with their

lower Limbs paralytic for want of the

Spinal Medulla, which I find is alfo an

Obfervation made by the juftly celebrated

Dr. Schrader in his curious Obfervations.

But
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But never did I obferve the Vertebras

fo divided in this Diforder as fome would

have us imagine, that they have totally

receded in the Middle from each other

into two diftinct Parts, in the fame

Manner as Butchers ufually divide the

Carcafes ofAnimals which they had flain,

into twoHalves. TheVertebrae only open

or recede from each other in their back

Part, near the Spinal Proceffes, theftronger

Part, that is, the Body of the Vertebrae

remaining entire in the Manner reprefented

by the annexed Figure. With refpect to

the Cure of this Diforder, little or no-

thing can be done towards it, for none

of the Infants for which I have been hi-

therto concerned have efcaped, nor did

I ever know one of them cured by any

Perfon, yet a palliative Cure may be

entered into by aftringent and corrobo-

rating Remedies, in Form of a Fomen-

tation, which being ufed twice a Day,

an Emplafter is to be applied, which does

not too firmly adhere to this tender

Tumor, left it Ihould be opened or rent

by
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by the Tenacity of the Plafter \ for we
obferve that this Tumor being opened

accelerates the Death of the Infant, and

therefore we muft advife with the cele-

brated Tulpius, who in fpeaking of the

fame Diforder, fays, Cave fis improvide

unqiiam aperias, quod tarn facile ocddit

hominem^ take Care that you do not

ever imprudently open this Tumor, which

fo eafily kills the Patient \ for I do not

know that any of thofe with whom I

have been prefent have ever efcaped

,

when the contained Water of the Tumor
has been difcharged, either fpontaneoufly^

or only by puncturing with a Needle,

but all of them almoft have expired in a

few Days after,

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XXXV.

A Diforder of thefame Kind with the

preceding, feated in the lower Part

of the Os Sacrum.

ADiforder much like the preceding,,

I lately obferved, in Company with

Dr. Veen and Mr. Andrew Boekelman*

Men perfectly fkilled in their Profefiion ;

but in this Cafe the Diforder was not

feated in the Loins, as we generally find

it, but in the lower Part of the Os Sacrum

in an Infant, the Tumor appearing partly

pellucid, and partly opace, but very*

foft, by reafon of the ichorous Matter

with which it is filled. We here ap-

plied nothing more than a Plafter, a

drying Foetus, and a Belt, being certain

that if the Tumor was opened it would

accelerate the Death of the Patient. I

have often wondered with myfelf why
this Diforder mould not more frequently

happen in the fore-mentioned Part of

the
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the Os Sacrum, as being naturally more

difpofed to produce this Malady ; for

the lower Part of the Os Sacrum has al-

ways a Cavity in its natural State back-

ward, and is in a Manner divided into

two Parts by a FifTure, which naturally

is filled only with Fat, covering the

lower Part of the fpinal Medulla. A-
mong all the Infants that I have feen

afflicted with this Diforder, I have not

known any furvive fo long as theprefent,.

being now alive, though it is above a
Year fince I obferved the Diforder, which

may perhaps be owing to the low Situa-

tion thereof.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XXXVI.

Afatal Junior like thepreceding Bifid

Spine, feated in the Loins of a

young Girl,

IN the Diforder mentioned in the pre-

ceding Obfervation, namely in the

Spina Bifida, there are not always many

of the Vertebras fplit open near their

ipinal Proceffes ; but one Vertebra only

affected in that Manner, may be fufficient

to produce the Diforder, as I obferved

in the Daughter of a certain Proctor of

Amflerdamy who had a Tumor of the

Loins equal to the Size of one's Fill,

full of Wrinkles, which in a little Time
turned to a Gangrene, and though very

gently treated with Fomentations proper

for that Diforder, yet in the fifteenth

Month from her Birth (but generally

before that Time) the contained Humour
made it's Way through the Integuments,

and on the fecond or third Day after,

the
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the unhappy Child expired ; whence we
took Occafion to examine the Tumor
anatomically by the Scalpel, by which

we found that only one Vertebra was

fplit or opened, and that with fo fmall

an Opening, that it would fcarce admit

a Tingle Vetch, -or fmall Pea. I could

eafily pafs the Probe upward and down-

ward , into the whole Cavity of the

Spina dorfi, whence I was ftill more

confirmed, that this Tumor was nothing

more than a preternatural Expanfion of

the Membranes, which inveft the Spinal

Medulla, diflended by a great Quantity

of a ferous Humour. Towards the Be-

ginning of the Diforder, we perceived

no Motion in the lower Limbs which

fell away, much as if taken with a Palfy

;

but recovering afterwards their Fat, they

were likewiie reftored to their Strength

and Motion. In opening the Body,

every one prefent was furprifed to find

Fat contained under the Skin of the Ab-
domen, to theThicknefs of a Finger.

OB5ER-
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OBSERVAT. XXXVII.

A Caries ofthe Ribsfrom an Aneuryfm

of the Aorta.

AS Sweats breaking through the

Pores of the Skin, are in fome

People fo acrimonious, as in a little Time
to corrupt their Linnen and Cloaths

;

in the fame Manner alfo the Humours
produce the fame Effecl, when the true

Ribs contract a Caries only from an

Aneuryfm of the afcending Aorta. About

twenty-two Years ago, 1 directed the

Body of a certain Man, who had for a

long Time been troubled with an Aneu-

ryfm in his Breaft, of fuch a Magnitude,

that it equalled the Head of a new-born

Infant, having fuch a violent Pulfation,

that it would flrike off the Hand applied to

the Breaft. After opening the Body, we

found an Aneuryfm in the afcending

Aorta, at about a finger's Breadth or

two diftant from the Heart. By the

Ad-
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Adhefion of this Aneuryfm, not only

the true Ribs were forced afunder from

eack other, but we alfo found them fo

much corrupted, that a great Part of

them was abfent, and what remained of

them might, by the PrefTure of the

Fingers, be eafily reduced into a Pulp.

Upon relating "this Hiftory fome Years

ago to the celebrated Phyfician Dr. Scha-

gen, he told me that himfelf had likewife

feen a Caries of the Ribs from an A-
neuryfrh in the Breaft But certainly it

is more aftonifhing than explicable how
a clofe Aneuryfm, in which only the

Artery is dilated, mould in this Manner

fo powerfully corrupt the Ribs, if I had

not lately met with the following Hiftory,

OBSE R.
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OBSERVAT. XXXVIII.

A mon/irous Aneuryfm.

THOSE Authors who define an

Aneuryfm to be an Artery prefer-

naturally dilated, or extended by reafon

of a Puncture of fome of their Coats, or

an Erofion by fome acrid Humour, ac-

companied with a manifeft Pulfation

,

have not given us a fufficient Light into

the Nature of this Diforder. For this

Definition, or Defcription of an Aneu-

ryfm, holds true only in many of the

fmaller Kinds *, whereas many other Cir-

cumftances are to be added to prevent

any one from being any longer deceived

in the Cure of this Diforder. It is not

abfolutely in every Aneuryfm that a Pul-

fation is to be felt, even though Authors

make that an effential or pathognomonic

Sign of the Diforder. If the contained

Blood of an Aneuryfm is concealed, there

will be no fenfible Pulfation. This for.

merly
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merly deceived a very expert Surgeon,

who when living was my intimate Friend -,

for having met with a Tumor about the

Size of a Walnut near the Ancle , in

which he could perceive no Puliation,

he opened tta fame, not knowing it to

be an Aneuryfm, as it proved. After

opening the Tumor, and prefllng out the

congealed Blood, there followed fuch a

profufe Haemorrhage, that it was almoft

incapable of being fuppreffed. I have

alfo experienced that there has been no

fenfible Pulfation , even in fome very

large Aneuryfms.. I lately vifited a Sol-

dier, who had an Aneuryfm fpontaneouily

generated in his Bread, which was of fuch

a monftrous Size, that it might very well

equal a middling Size Cufhion, upon

which we ufually fit, fuppofing the Cor-

ners of the Culhion to be off, to make

it correfpond to the round Aneuryfm.

Many Days before the Death of this

Perfon, the Aneuryfm broke fponta-

neoufly in feveral Places, without any

great Lofs of Blood •, and it was re-

F markable
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markable that the Puliation, which was

before very violent, intirely ceafed for

ibme Weeks before it burfr 5 and this

the Reader will eafily believe when I

acquaint him, that upon opening this

Aneuryfm after Death, which arofe from

the Aorta about three Fingers Breadth

above the Heart, I found it compofed

as it were of a greatNumber of Lamellae,

or thick, flefhy, and flrongCoats lyingone

within the other, betwixt which Coats

lay concealed large Quantities of coagu-

lated Blood. The outermoft of thefe

Coats, which was properly theAorta itfelf,

was about the Thicknefs of a Straw.

It was alfo further remarkable, that al-

moft all the Ribs of the Thorax, to-

gether with the Os Sternum, were fo

dim and reduced, that they were fcarce

vifible, fo that the whole Bread was in

a Manner laid bare of this Defence, as

we alfo read in the preceding Obferva-

tions. From hence followed a Difficulty

of Breathing, fainting Fits, and a cori-

tinual Fever, with which the Patient was

molefted
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molefted for many Weeks. The Re-

collection of this Hiftory may perhaps

afford fome Light in explaining the

Caries, or DifTolution of the Ribs, fince

the Blood confined and ftagnating be-

twixt the Lamellae, contracting from

thence an Acrimony, might by Degrees

tranfude and flowly corrode the Bones.

But this Confequence I believe is hardly

to be feared in a fimple Expanfion of an

Artery , from whence we generally fup-

pofe an Aneuryfm to arife, and in which

the Stagnation and Acrimony of the

Blood is prevented by its continual Flux

and Renovation.

F2 OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XXXIX.

A fatal Scirrbus of the StomacL

IT is not always in the Power of the

Phyfician to relieve his Patient, as we
are daily affured by many Inftances, a-

mong which- a fcirrhous Tumor of the

Stomach is none of the leaft. A Man in

the Flower of his Age, complained a

long Time of a Pain and Uneafinefs in

his Stomach, and at length he found fo

great an Increafe of his Diforder, that

from the Violence of his continual Pain

he was fcarce any longer able to fetch

his Breath *, he was alfo never free from

continual Vomitings, and fainting Fits

until the iaft Day of his Death. His

Relations gave me an Opportunity of

opening the Body, they being very defi-

rous to know what it was that had fo

long afflicted him in that grievous Man-
ner. The moil troublefome Enemy did

not long conceal itfelf, but readily ap-

peared
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peared to View upon opening the- Abdo-

men \ for the Bottom of the Stomach

contained a fcirrhous Tumor, almoft as

large as one's Fift, filled with a black

and tough Matter, which Sort of Mat-

ter the Patient alfo vomited a few Hours

before Death.

OBSERVAT. XL.

A continual Head-ach removed by the

Application of a Seton, but return-

ing again when the Seton was re-

moved, and thusfuccejjively for fe-

veral Times,

TH E Daughter of a certain Mer-
chant of Amfterdam, about eigh-

teen Years old, of a fanguine Habit, had
been for a long Time afflicted with a

continual and intolerable Head-ach-, to

remove which, various Remedies had

F 2 been
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been ufed to no Purpofe, by myfelf, with

Mr. Peter Adrian the younger, fuch as

cephalic Purges, Alteratives, bleeding

in the Foot and other Parts, Blifters,

Sternutatories, Cupping, &c. At length

alfo ihe confented to admit a crucial Jn-

cifion, which we propofed upon the Fon-

tanel or Bregma, and which was follow-

ed with a confiderable Haemorrhage, but

without any Eafe to the Patient. We
had alfo feveral Confultations with the

celebrated Phyfician Dr. Matthew Slade %

and finding no Remedies fuccefsful, we
at laft propofed to trepan the Skull, but

before we entered upon this laft and fe-

vere Operation, I propofed to try a Se-

ton in the Neck, to which the 'fore-men-

tioned Gentlemen gave their Confent.

The Seton had not been long made be-

fore the Pains vanifhed, and what is

worthy to be remarked, the Patient be-

ing after a while tired with this Kind of

Remedy, drew out the Thread, where-

upon the Seton healing up, the Diforder

immediately returned, infomuch that fhe

was
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Was obliged to have Recourfe to another

Seton, which being made, the Pains im-

mediately again left the Patient ; being

now more prudent or wife at her own
Experience, fhe fuffered this repeated

Seton to continue, 'till at length it na-

turally came out or was expelled of its

own Accord. But the Seton being thus

a third Time rejected, fhe had a Return

of her Complaint, which obliged us to

order the fame Operation to be repeated,

by which fhe was again freed from this

Complaint, after this fhe lived free from

all Complaint, and ftill continues fo to

do.

F 4 OBSE&
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OBSERVAT. XLI.

A copious Difcharge of Lymph in

opening a Bubo, fupprejfed by a pe-

culiar Artifice.

T is much to be lamented, that ma-

ny young Surgeons are fo idle in their

Improvement, and fo much taken up
with Trifles \ among all the Mechanical

Arts which are taught, there is none fb

excellent as Surgery, for the Subject of

other Arts is Iron, Wood, Stones, &c.

whereas that of Surgery is the Human
Body, fo artfully framed by the wife

Creator, that no one has yet been able to

attain a thorough Knowledge of any one

Part ; and therefore all thofe who have

addicted themfelves to the Bufinefs of

Surgery, ought to be continually exer-

cifing themfelves, not by playing upon

the Flute, Spinnet, or any other mufical

Inflrument, &c. as is now too much in

Fafhion, but in anatomical Enquiries,

by
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by which Means they may be not only

able to relieve the Afflicted upon a thou-

fand Cccafions, but alio to procure the

greater! Reputation and Bufinefs to them-

felves. It is alfo furprifing that fo many
Surgeons iliould be fo ftupid, as to think

that a rude Notion of the human Body

only is lufEcient for a Surgeon, and that

the more curious Parts of Anatomy ought

to be left to Phyficians. One of this

latter Clafs lately opened a venereal Bubo
before it was arrived to perfect Maturity

\

and in this indeed he was not culpable,

for we frequently do the fame; but a$

the fame Time he abfurdly divided a.

lymphatic VefTeJ. It is wonderful to fay

what a Quantity of Lymph was dif-

charged from the Wound daily , by

which all the Dreffings and the Patient's

Linnen were continually wetted. At
length having no Advice, he applied

to me, not knowing from whence fo

great a Quantity of Lymph was dis-

charged. From hence it is evident that

not a fuperflcial or rude Notion of the

F 5 human
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human Body is fuffkient for a Surgeon,

but that he ought to be acquainted alfo

with the more minute Parts *, I therefore

judged it neceffary to apply linnen Com-
preflfes, to be flrongly prefTed down upon

the Part by a Trufs, hoping that by this

Means the lymphatic Veffels might be

comprefled, which return the Lymph
from the lower Limbs continually up-

ward to thefe Glands ; and this Method
fucceeded fo well, that the next Day the

Patient was quite free from this Com-
plaint ; in the mean Time the Surgeon

had an Opportunity of infpecting the

Bubo without any Hindrance, or even

removing the Trufs 'till there was no

longer any Danger of a new Flux.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XLII.

Aprofufe Haemorrhage from an Ulcer

in the Penh\ [upprejfed by an eajy,

but uncommon Apparatus*

THE preceding Obfervation brings

to Mind another ftill more ex-

traordinary, which I fhall here add. A
certain Surgeon well verfed in the Cure

of Venereal Diforders, called me up in

the Night to a Patient, who had in the

fame Night loft fo much Blood, from a

ruptured Artery in an Ulcer of the Penis,

betwixt the Glans and Prepuce, that he

feemed to be in a Manner exhaufted. I

may even venture to fay, that I found in

the Chamber half a Barrel of linnen

Cloaths, filled with Blood, as if fome

Woman had lain in. The Surgeon h»d

applied Styptics before I came, but with-

out any Manner of Relief 5 there was

likewife hardly any Opportunity to make
F 6 a
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a ComprefTure from the natural Make
of the Part, whence both the Patient and

the Surgeon were drove to the lad Ex-

tremity 5 whereas I relieved him from

the Danger in an Inftant of Time by a

very fimple Contrivance, namely, I tied

the Prepuce over the Glands, and fo

forcibly comprefled the Prepuce with

my Fingers, that not fo much as a

Drop of Blood more was difcharged,

and thus the Patient was recovered.

\0b& hfirument called a Yoke ferves well

for this Purpofe.]

OBSERVAT. XLIII.

7*he Os Uteri open^ and the Pelvis

filled with Humours in the dead

Body of a Woman lately lain in.

HOW badly Women who have lately

lain in in this Country confult

their
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their own Safety, who do not carefully

obferve the Time of their Cleanfings, but

go out of Doors too foon, may appear

from the following Obfervation. In the

Year 1679, in the Month of March

I publickly difTected the Body of a cer-

tain Woman for the Ufe of Midwives,

who had lain in for three Weeks and a

half, at which DifTection were prefent

the reverend Cenfors of the College of

Phyficians. In this Woman the Uterus

was extremely large, and the Os tineas

extremely open, fo far from having con-

tracted to its natural Dimenfions, that I

could very eafily without any Force in-

troduce my two Fingers. Somebody
will perhaps fay that this is an extraordi-

nary Cafe, and contrary to the Laws of

Nature \ but it is fufficient for our Pur-

pofe that it does fometimes happen, and*

how often it may be fo no one can tell

;

and from thence therefore frequently

arife thofe heavy Complaints of intolerable

Pains, with Coldnefs and Obftructions

in the Hypogaftrium, and not unfeldom

alfo
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alfo a continual Difcharge of the Menfes.

In the Diffection of this Body I obferved

alfo that the Pelvis was filled with

draining Humours, infomuch that it con-

tained near two Pints, not without an

intolerable Smell. It may indeed be

queftioned, whether thofe Humours were

difcharged from the Uterus through the

Fallopian Tubes or Ovidudts into the

Pelvis, which I am very apt to believe,

becaufe I have feveral Times found the

fame Humours in the Pelvis with thofe

contained in the Uterus •, but whether

they come from the Womb or other

Parts, I leave to the Judgment of others ;

yet I am myfelf of Opinion, that in a

very difficult Birth, the Head or Hips

of the Infant frequently flop up the Paf-

fage of the Vagina in fuch a Manner,

that not fo much as a Drop of the

Humours can pafs out •, and in this Cafe

I cannot fee what Ihould hinder the

Humours contained in the Uterus from

being forced by the violent Throws of

the Mother through the Fallopian Tubes

into
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into the Cavity of the Pelvis, and this

more efpecially iince there are no Valves

found in thofe Tubes ; and from hence

malignant Fevers, excruciating Pains of

the Hypogaftrium, Faintings, with the

like Symptoms, and even Death itfelf

may follow,

POQg£5fg5S9OQ:0OQQOQgg5ri55

OBSERVAT. XLIV.

An Amber Bead lying a long Time in

the Nojtrils, and covered over with

ajiony Matter.

A Little Girl of five Years old playing

. with an Amber Bead as large as

a Horfe-Bean, thruft the fame up her

Nofe out of Sight, from whence fol-

lowed great Pain, Inflammation, and
other bad Symptoms. But no one was
able to imagine what mould be the

Caufe of thefe Maladies % at length when

the
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the Girl was fourteen Years of Age, by
a fudden Fit of Sneezing, fhe difcharged

the 'forementioned Piece of Amber from

the Cavity of her Noftrils ; but hence it

is remarkable, that the Bead refembled

any Thing rather than Amber, becaufe

it was covered over with a Sort of (bony

Cruft, which being forcibly fcraped off

in one Part, we found the Hole in the

Mid ft of the Bead. How this ftony

Cruft mould have grown to the fmooth

Surface of the Amber is hard to explain.

There are indeed various Inftances to be

found mBeverovicius, and other Authors

of a ftony Bark being formed round

various Subftances in the Bladder, but

for the like to happen in the Cavity of

the Nofe, I do not remember -it to have

been ever obferved, except that I was

lately (hewn, a Cherry- ftone by the 'fore-

mentioned Surgeon Mr. Peter Adrian the

Younger, which had lain a long Time
within the Cavity of the Nofe, and which

was covered over with a ftony Bark when

it was difcharged,

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XLV.

Several Things obferved in a dropfical

Body> particularly thefmall Glands

of the Liver very much tumefied.

THAT the human Liver is in a

great Meafure compofed of fmall

glandular Bodies, we difcovered long

ago, namely, in the Year 1686, I opened

the Body of an old Woman dying of an

Afcites, for the Inftruction of my Pupils.

I firft made a Paflfage with the Point of

my Knife, for the Difcharge of a thin

Serum contained in the Abdomen \ but

after enlarging the Incifion, a very thick,

vifcid, and yellow Humour offered itfelf

to View, fufficiently declaring that a Pa-

racontefis cannot always be of the fup-

pofed Ufe in an Afcites, and that it

ought not to be fo precipitately applied

to as fame Authors have advifed ; for

few are by this Means relieved, unlefs

the Ichor is contained betwixt the Mufcles

and
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and Peritonaeum, or as others fay, be-

twixt the Duplicative and Peritonaeum-

Upon prefling the Fallopian Tubes, they

difcharged a Matter refembling Semen
Mafculinum. The Ovaria were very fat

Or deprefTed, as in old Women they

generally appear. The Inteftines adhered

not only to each other, but likewife on

all Sides to the Peritonaeum. The Sur-

face of the Liver was unequal, being

tumified with glandular Bodies. Thefe

glandular Bodies of the Liver, or fmall

Glands of the Liver being increafed in

Magnitude, I have feveral Times ob-

ferved, and lately demonftrated in Public,

but never found them fo numerous as in

the Liver of the 'fore-mentioned old

Woman : the whole Liver feemed to be

made up of nothing but Glands, which

rendered the Surface of that Vifcus very

unequal.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. XLVL

An A/cites, or Dropfy of the Abdo*

tnen> contained™ Hydatides, or little

Bladders.

IT is not without Reafon faid, that

the Phyfician has it not within his

Power to relieve the Patient of every

Diforder, fince we frequently meet with

many which are quite incurable. For

who can cufe an Afcites* when the Water

is included in tough Membranes, of

which we have feen many Inflances, and

of which there are likewife manylnftances

given by Authors y but I do not re-

member to have ever met with a more

furprifing Cafe of this Nature, than that

which happened fome Years ago , in

Company with Mr. Peter Adrian the

Younger, when upon opening the Body
of a certain Maid, who died advanced

in Years, we found the whole Cavity

of the Abdomen, which was very much
diftended, to be filled with an infinite

Number
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Number of Bladders, or membranous

Sacculi, containing a thick glutinous

Humour. Some of thefe Bladders were

about the Magnitude of a fmall Fift,

others were no larger than Walnuts,

and not a few of them were about the

Size of Filberts. But whether or no

thefe Veficles in this Subject were fmall

Glands of the Mefentery dilated, or de-

generated into Hydatides, or whether

they were lymphatic VefTels preternatu-

rally expanded, I cannot certainly affirm*

becaufe my Time being ihort, and in-

terrupted by the Prefence of the Patient's-

Relations, prevented me from making

further Enquiry.

OBSER.
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OBSERVAT. XLVIL

A Fiffure of the Craniumfrom a Con-

tufion faffing through the Sutures.

WITH what little Reafon fome

Anatomifts affigned the Ufe of

this Uterus in the Skull, to be for pre-

venting FifTures from palling from one

Bone to the other, thofe are well ac-

quainted who have obferved the contrary

with ourfelves. In the Year 1 670, a

wooden Mallet ufed to drive Stakes into

the Ground, fell upon the Head of a

certain Man, who immediately fell to

the Ground, deftitute of all external and

internal Senfe, and the Blood running

through his Ears he foon after expired.

The Body was brought to me to examine

the Caufe of this Accident ; after laying

the Skull bare, the left parietal Bone ap-

peared flit throughout from above down-

ward j but the FifTure did not there ter-

minate, continuing its Courfe through

the
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the Squamofe Suture and the whole Os
Petrofum, even to the Foramen Magnum
of the Os Occipitis, the Sutures availing

nothing towards Hopping the Courfe of

the FhTure.

OBSERVAT. XLVIII.

jifungous Excrefcence, with a Caries

of the Palate happily extirpated and

cured by the Knife and Cautery.

MANY and defperate Difeafes would

be oftner cured, if the Patient

confided more in the Surgeon, and was

lefs fearful in himfelf. A Counfellor of

great Merit, then living at Amfteriam^

came to me fome Years ago, telling me
that he found fome Uneafmefs in the

pofterior and lateral Part of his Palate %

which after I had feen and well examined,

I acquainted him that it was a Diforder

which
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-which ought not to be flighted, nor yet

to be talked of, for I was afraid of his

falling into theHands of thofe who would

have prefcribed all Kinds of Remedies to

no Purpofe, or rather to the Increafe of

the prefent Malady. Having heard this 9

the honourable Patient afked me what

die Nature of the Diforder was, and with

what Remedies I would propofe to re-

move it ; to which I anfwered, that the

Diforder confifted in a Caries of the

pofterior and lateral Part of the Palate

Bone, accompanied with a flefhy fungous

Excrefcence, which laft muft be extir-

pated, and the Bone cauterized, in order

to a Cure. The Patient did not long

defer the Means propofed, but foon fent

for Cyprianus, and Mr. Peter Adrian the

Younger, two very expert Surgeons,

who likewife recommended the Method
which I had before propofed. Having
therefore provided fome Cauteries adapted

to the Part, with other Things, which

were in general previoufly neceflary, we
likewife extracted fome of the grinding

Teeth,
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Teeth, which flood in the Way of our

Operation, vrhich we afterwards per-

formed as follows. Every Thing being

prepared and duly difpofed , we ad-

monimed the Patient to hold up his

Finger, when the Cauterization had been

continued fo long that he could not bear

it for Want of Breath, that he might not

be in Danger of Suffocation ; for we knew
by Experience, that almoft as great a

Smoke or Fume would be raifed , as

is ufual in repairing the Hoof of a Horfe.

This being premifed, we introduced a

Bit of Wood about the Thicknefs of a

Finger betwixt each Jaw to keep them

open in the Operation. After this, one

of the Surgeons extirpated the whole

Tumor with a fhort and crooked Scal-

pel, adapted to the Figure of the Palate,

and in the mean time the other Surgeon

fecured the internal Part of the Cheek

with a very broad Spatula, to prevent

them from being injured by the Cau-

teries, for which Purpofe alfo fome Com-
prefles of fcraped Lint, dipped in cold

Water,
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Water* were applied towards the Cheeks,

Having extirpated the Tumor, the Cau-

teries were applied red hot fuccefTively

one after the other, 'till we judged them

to have performed their Office ; obferving

in the mean Time to remove the ignited

Cautery when the Patient lifted up his

Finger to fetch his Breath. This being

performed, we put the Patient to Bed,

who in the mean Time talked to us very

fociably and chearfully ; and to allay the

Inflammation, and mitigate the Pain, wc
prefcribed a Mouth-wafti, and a Drink

of Barley. By the next Day we found

the Patient fo much altered, that we did

not know him, his Head was fo much
fwelled, by reaibn of the great Inflam-

mation, from whence he had alfo a,

Fever; but by the Ufe of Anti-phiio-

giftic Remetiies, both the Fever and In-

flammation were quickly removed ; and

in the mean Time we made Ufe of a

Decoclion of Mallows, Figs, &fc. to pro-

mote the falling off of the Efchars, ad-

ding a fuirlcient Quantity of Mel Ro-
G farum.
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farum, and changing the Decoction as

we found it neceffary. After the Sepa-

ration of the Efchars, all the Parts ap-

pearing red, the Patient feemed to be in

a fair Way for Recovery ; but foon after*

a fmall Piece of fungous Flefli exhibited

itfelf to View, which made us fufpedt

that the Diforder was not totally eradi-

cated. We therefore propofed a new
Cauterization, which the Patient did not

at all oppofe, bidding us do what Art

required. The next Day we performed

a fecond Cauterization, and aimoft with

the fame Event with the firft -, for the

Patient's Head was again violently fwelled,

being accompanied with a Fever, which

we removed by the fame Means * and in

a little Time after, the Patient was per-*

fe&ly cured, having fince lived in Health

for feveral Years.

OBSE R,
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OBSERVAT, XLIX.

A like Carus and Sarcoma of the

Palate, but not happily cured through

the Ignorance of the Surgeons.

ABout the fame Time a certain Mer-

chant applied for a Cure for a like

fungous Excrefcence and Caries of the

Palate, to fome rafh Practitioners, by

whofe improper Treatment, the Diforder

was fo much increafed, that it was at

length rendered almoft incurable. At
length being tired out with the trifling

Remedies of thofe ignorant Pretenders,

the Patient applied himfelf to me and

others ; but being informed that we could

hope to do him no Service without Cau-

terization, he renounced our ArTiftance,

becaufe^ fays he, there are fome who
promife me a Cure only from the Ap-
plication of Medicines to the affected

Part, which they keep as a Secret not to

be revealed to any one. Some Time
G 2 after,
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after, the Patient's Relations confulted

me again, faying, that the Patient was

willing to undergo the Cauterization;

but a Surgeon who was prefent to cau-

terize the affected Part, brought for that

Purpofe fuch a fmall Cautery, as is com-

monly ufed for a carious Tooth, and

being aflced what he was about to do,

he anfwered, to cauterize the Caries of

the Palate 5 but when we informed him
what Cauteries would be neceffary to per-

form this Work , the Patient almoft

fainted away, and fo continued for fe-

veral Weeks without the Afliftance of

the proper Remedies, 'till at length the

Diforder became fatal.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. L.

A Scirrhus and Abfcefs of the Liver

happily cured.

WHAT lamentable Diforders may

be feated in fo noble a Part as

the Liver, we are taught by many
practical Obfervations -, and the Inftance

here produced is in fome Meafure ex-

traordinary, though not altogether un-

obferved before. A Youth who was

learning the Profeffion of Surgery, had

complained to us for three Years paft

of a heavy Pain and Tenfion in the Opi*

gaftrium, extending from thence towards

the left Hypochondrium -, at length there

was a hard Tumor here formed, at-

tended with fome Difficulty in the Refpi-

ration, and a flight Fever. Having ex-

amined into the Symptoms, I judged

that there was a Scirrhus, or Induration

of the Liver, and by the Application of

various emollient Plafters and Cataplafms,

G 3 the
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the Tumor was foftened, and brought to

Suppuration, after which a potential Cau-

tery being applied , the Abfcefs was

opened with a Lancet, from whence a

great Quantity of Matter was discharged j

and foon after the Ulcer was cleanfed

and healed. In this Cafe there is no

room to doubt, but that the gibbous

Part of the Liver adhered to the Peri-

toneum by fome previous Inflammation,

fo that when the Ulcer was opened, the

Matter was denied a Paffage into the

Cavity of the Abdomen. Some Inilances

of the like Kind are alfo to be found ia

the curious Obfervations of Marchettij

ProfelTor at Paduway-.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LI.

'tfhat the Spleen, Liver, and renal

• Glands may be very well efteemed

fanguineous Glandules.

THAT the Spleen juftly deferves

the Title of a Gland is evident,

if we compare the glandular Subftance,

which we often find in the Spleen, with

the thyroide Glands, in which after Uriel:

Examination, we mall obferve but little

Difference. 'Tis true, the Spleen differs

much from the Pancreas
:
and falival

Glands, and yet it may be juftly efteemed

a Gland ; at leaft it may be efteemed a

fanguineous Gland, fubfervient to the

Blood, with which it agrees in Colour.

Of this Nature, that is, among the fan-

guineous Glandules, may be reckoned

the renal Glands and the Liver, together

with fome which ufually adhere to the

Spleen. In thefe Glands . no peculiar

excretory Duel: could ever yet be found

G 4 be fides
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befides the Veins ; nor do they feem to

be of any other Ufe, than like the con-

globate Glands of the fame Nature,
which ferve.to. return Lymph to the

Heart ; in which befides the lymphatic

VtfTels, there is no particular excretory

Duel: to be found. It is not to be

doubted, but that they ferve to exalt

and render the Lymph more perfect, or

elfe jrhat they prepare a peculiar Juice

from the arterial Blood,, which they re-

turn into the Lymph. The fame O-
pinion is to be alfo formed concerning

the fanguineous Glandules, which ferve

to exalt and render the Blood kfelf

more perfect ; and hence it is that we
find the Blood more thick and melan^

choly, when the Spleen is obftructed,

tumefied, indurated, or otherwife dis-

ordered. The Spleen, I think, is there-

fore to be eiteemed a fort of Gland*

which is alfo the Opinion of the cele-,

bfated Anatomill Malfighi \ which Q-

pinion is alfo fhe more probable, inaf-

jttiuch as I frequently found fmall Glands

near
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near the Spleen, in all Refpecls like unto

that Vifcus. I remember to have de-

monftrated thefe Glands of the Spleen*

or feated near the Spleen,, in the Body of

a certain Woman, of about forty Years

old y who died of a Jaundice and Bilious

Diarrhea in the Hofpital of Amjlerdam^

in which the Prefident and Governors

gave me Permifiion to open many Bodies*

In this Body I demonftrated two Glands

growing to, and very much refembling:

the Spleen* itfeif, except in Magnitude,,

befides a Scirrhus in the Spleen itfeif as-

large as a Walnut ; at which Time was

prefent DorPmunde? Dangers, Rconhuyfe?

Coenerding, &c. Perfons celebrated m the

Profeffion of Phyfic and Surgery : For

thefe two Glands refembled tfie Spleenr
not only in their external livid Colour,,

but alio in their internaldark red ; their

Subftance being, perfectly the fame with-

that of the Spleen, k is alfo remarkable^

that the fmall Vefiels of thefe Glands

arifing. from the fplenetic VefTels,. were?-

diftencled by inflating the VefTels of m&i
G 5 Spleen*
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Spleen itfelf^ whence we think that

thefe Glands may be juftly efteemed fub-

fidiary Spleens, more efpecially fince they

are fo much increafed when the Spleen

is indurated, that they equal the Mag-
nitude of a Walnut, as I have formerly

obferved.

OBSERVAT. LII.

Tumors depending from the Occiput in

the Heads ofInfants> larger than

the Head itfelf

I
Have fometimes obferved Tumors de-

pending from the Head in new-born

Infants, and which have been more than

equal in Magnitude to the Head itfelf.

I remember once to have feen fuch a

Tumor even larger than the whole In-

fant, by which the Birth was rendered

extremely difficulty but as the whole

Tumor
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Tumor was replete with nothing but

Humours, it could not abfolutely pre-

vent the Birth. Although thefe Tumors
are improperly called a Dropfy of the

Head, fo long as the Head is in this

Cafe well conftituted, yet the Diforder

has often fo much Affinity with the Hy.
drocephalus, that the Foetus foon expires

upon opening one of the fore-mentioned

Tumors, in the fame Manner as we
have obferved upon opening the Hydro,
cephalus ; for the Humours contained in

thefe Tumors generally communicate

with the watery Juice fupplied to the

Ventricles of the Brain. I have ibme-r

times found thefe Tumors not altogether

humoral, but in part flefhy, and even in

part cartilaginous.

G6 OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LEI.

The Cure &f a Wound penetrating inta

the Thorax, with a Portion of the

Lungs coming out through the>

Wound*

NOT only the Liver, but alfo the

Lungs, may fuffer very great Inr

juries, without deftroying Life,, provided

they are artfully treated. The Servant)

of a certain Sea-faring Perfon, being

wounded in the Bottom of the fore-part

of the Thorax into its Cavity, a Surgeon

was called, who feeing a Portion of the

Lungs thruft out of the Wound, imme-
diately made a ftrong Ligature about the

whole Part that was expelled, thinking

k to be a Portion of the Omentum^
and immediately- fent for me into Cons-

ultation ; but upon hearing me fay that:

t\io. Wound was nat inflicted in the Ab-
domen* but into the Cavity of the Tho>

saa^ and that th&Park thruft out whiefe
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lie had tied with the Ligature, was a

Portion of the Lungs,, he flood like one

aftonimed. But Things being thus flatedy

I advifed him to leave the Wound as it

was, and to drefs it once a Day with a

defenfive digeftive Emplafter, 'till he

found a Part of the Lungs intercepted

by the Ligature mortified, hoping that

it would foe then feparated,, and the Re-
mainder of the Lungs healed in the

Wound it/elf* which fo happily fuc*

seeded, that the Patient was cured m&
little Time after.

QBSEJ^

m
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OBSERVAT. LIV.

A mortal Wound in the Orbit of the

Eye.

A Certain Man fome Years ago was
wounded with the End of a Stick

which was not very fharp, entering the

left Orbit of his Eye, which Wound was

flighted, and judged to be of no Con-

fequence by thofe who had the Cure of

it, yet the Patient expired loon after he

had received the Wound. The Mayor
and Sheriffs of this City gave Orders to

myfelf and the Surgeon in ordinary, to

open the dead Body, in order to difcover

the Caufe of the fudden Death. Ex-
ternally we found a fmall Ecchymofis in

the upper Part of the Eye, but after taking

off the Top of the Cranium by the Saw,

we difcovered the Snake in the Grafs,

ior the Wound had penetrated the Brain

to a confiderable Depth •, and this Ac-

cident might very eafily happen hmhis
Part
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Part of the Orbit, by reafon of the ex-

ceeding Thinnefs of the Bone above

;

for in many People the Bone is here no

thicker than writing Paper ; and in the*

recent Body it is fo foft, that in many
Skulls I have perforated it only with

preffing it by my Finger. Hence there-

fore it is evident, that Wounds inflicted

in the Orbits of the Eyes, ought not to-

be flighted or efteemed of little Confe-

quence, efpecially if the wounding In-

ftrument is not very obtufe, or if the

wounded Patient becomes fleepy, in-

clined to vomiting, is feverifh, or

troubled with Vertigo's and Convul-

sions.

©BSER-
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OBSERVAT. LV.

A Needle /wallowed, and making it's

Way through an Abfcefs in the

Groifu

IT is not without Reafon laid in the

Proverb, that Nature is the Preferver

of herfelf •, for the Truth of this Maxim*
appeared as evident as the noon Sun, in.

the little Daughter of a certain Lo?d y

who, unknown to her Parents, fwallowed.

a Needle. Sometime after, a hard and
inflammatory Tumor being, formed in'

the Groin, accompanied with Pain, and

Fever,, the Parents fent for me,, who
feeing informed that the Tumor did nor

arife fuddenty, but enlarge, by degrees,,

the Patient being neither troubled with

a Yomitingr nor a Conftipation of her

Bowels,, I judged the Tumor to be a

Bubo, name]/, a Tumor and Inflam-

mation of the inguinal Glands \ and

fihee the Fains were fo Violent, Tjudged
nothing?,
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nothing would be more convenient than

the Application of emollient Cataplafms*

Thefe Remedies being applied by another

Surgeon, the Tumor feemed to .us to

incline to Suppuration, and therefore we
endeavoured to bring it fpeedily to Ma-
turity by the Addition of maturating

Subftances, and at length opened the

Tumor with the Point of a Lancet ; but

to our Surprife, a rufty Needle was dis-

charged, together with a confiderable

Quantity of Matter, mixed with fome

of the inteftinal Fasces. Having obferved

this, the Cafe feemed unrelievable to

Art, but not fo to Nature, who fre-

quently works her own Prefervation in

a furprifing Manner •, and therefore we
treated the Abfcefs with mundifying and

incarnative Medicines, 'till it was at

length perfectly confolidated. In this

Cafe there is no Doubt but in the Be-

ginning the Inteftine firmly adhered to

the Peritonaeum, being injured and in-

flamed by the Point of the Needle, in

the fame Manner as we obferve the Tn-

teftines
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teftines to adhere daily in other Inflam-

mations j and from thence it was that

we had a free Difcharge of the inteftinal

Fasces, which were thus prevented from

falling into the Cavity of the Abdomen.

OBSERVAT- LVL

Aferous, or phlegmatic AJihma^ with

a remarkable Stone in the Kidney.

AMong all the Bodies which I have

hitherto directed, I do not re-

member to have ever met with fuch

large Stones as thofe which I cut out in

the Year 1684, from the Body of a

Woman about forty Years old, dying

of an Afthma in the Hofpital of Am*

fterdam, at which DifTedtion were prefent

B. Dortmunde, and John Verwot, Cenfors

of the College of Phyficians, R. Rhon*

hufe, and A* Comrding% experienced Sur-

geons
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geons of the faid Hofpital ; and in this

Subject there was fo great a Quantity of

frothy Water contained in the membra-

nous Cells and Bronchia of the Lungs,

that upon cutting off a fmall Part, it ran

out Drop after Drop. In the Abdomen
the Stomach and Interlines were in their

natural State, and feated in the Hypo-
gaftrium. The Uterus was not in the

Middle of the Pelvis, but inclined to

the left Side, being in other Refpects in

its natural State. The Pelvis of the Kid-

ney, as alfo the left Kidney itfelf, con-

tained a prodigious large Stone, refem-

bling both in Magnitude and Form, a

large Race of Ginger, of two or three

Fingers Breadth, and as much in Length.

OBSER.
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OBSERVAT. LVIL

A Stone of an unufual Magnitude in

a Girl three Tears old.

A Girl of about three Years old dif-

charged fifty Stones, many of

which were about the Size of fmall Peas,

according to the Account of the cele-

brated Phyfician ttiAmfterdam^ Dr. Uronchr

borjiy who attended her while living. It

is eaiy to conjecture what Torments af-

flicted the unfortunate Patient, from which

me was not free 'till Death. After opening

the Body, I found the Pelvis of the left

Kidney very much dilated, and filled

with a Stone of a great Magnitude

,

confidering the tender Age of the Pa-

tient.

OBSER-

9*2U .
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OBSERVAT. LVIII.

Concerning the Origin and Nature

of Molce*

AMola is faid to be a fliapeleft

Mafs of Flefh, deftitute of Bones,

and generated from a falfe or imperfect

Conception. But if this be true, it may
feem wonderful, that fuch fort of Mola*

mould be difcharged from Maids, or

Virgins, or at leaft from fuch as have

not lain under the leaft Sufpicion. I

have alio obferved old Women* who
have made no Ufe at all of Men, to

avoid fuch Maffes or Molae as thefe

before-mentioned . It frequently happens

in Abortions after the Foetus is excluded,

that the Placenta remains behind , not

only for Weeks, but even for Months,

and by the PrefTure or Contraction of the

Uterus, is not only formed agreeable to

the Cavity of that Vifcus, but is alio

frequently fo much indurated, that in

the
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the Compactnefs of its Subftance , it

much exceeds Flefh, and may be taken

for a Mola. For above thefe twenty-

Years pad, it has been enacted by the

Sheriffs and Aldermen of this City, that

to prevent further Misfortunes in Mid-

wifry, of which there are many great

Complaints, that the College of Phy-

ficians and myfelf, mould examine all

the Midwives admitted to practife within

the City of Amfterdam^ the Number of

which was very great : I have afked al-

moil every one of them what they have

obferved concerning Molae, but none of

them could give us any Account, farther

than that they were firm flefhy Bodies,

which they had known to be excluded

from the Uterus, but never living, as

fome imagined. Sometimes Sarcomata,

or flefhy Excrefcencies, are expelled from

the Uterus , which are miftaken for

Molas, for thus I call them, becaufe I

never could find any Thing in them but

Flefh •, and fuch Excrefcencies as thefe

I have obferved adhering to the Uterus

itfelf
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itfelf by a Foot-ftalk, when Women have

been in Labour, . But at thefe. we need

not be at all" furprifed, fince fuch like

Bodies grow out even from the Stomach

and Bladder, according to my own Ob-
fervation. It is therefore highly probable

that the Molas. fo often .talked of above

and obferved, are nothing more than

flefhy Excrefcencies of the Uterus like

thofe before-mentioned, or elfe Placenta

retained in the Uterus, and there com-
prefled, as I have obferved before •, but

not at all do they arife from a bad

Conception.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LIX.

A Gangrene and Perforation of the

Vagina andReBum happily cured*

EVEN in the moft dangerous Cafes

the Phyfician ought not to defpair,

fince frequently by the Afliftance of

Nature, almoft incredible Cures are

brought about.. There are fome People

very forward in their Talk, as they are

backward in their Performance, and who
are hafty enough to pronounce, that thfc

Patient will not be cured, that he cannot

cfcape, but muft die, &c. Whereas if they

confuted their Reputation, they would

certainly be more cautious in their Prog-

-jioftics. The Wife of a certain Baker in

Amfterdam was afflicted with fuch a dan-

gerous Gangrene of the Vulva and In^

teftinum Rectum, brought on by a diffi-

cult Labour, that many believed (lie

muft in a little Time be loftw After

the Separation of the Gangrene, we ob-

ferved
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ierved fo large a Perforation through

the Vagina, that one might eafily pais

a Walnut, covered with its green Shell,

through the Opening into the Cavity of

the Inteflinum Rectum ; hence the in-

teftinal Fasces had a ready PafTage from

the Rectum to the Vulva, which is in-

deed not unfrequent in fuch Diforders,

fince the Vagina adheres fo flrictly to

the Rectum, that they feem to be as it

were one continued Body, fo that if

either Part is affected, the other cannot

remain free. The Surgeon, who with

myfelf, undertook the Cure, contrived

an Inftrument formed of a metalline

Plate, in the Shape of a hollow Peffary,

the external Surface of which was fpread

with farcotic Medicines *, but as this was

not confident with the Theory of Sur-

gery, fo it was alfo found ufelefs in the

Practice, it being intolerable to the Pa-

tient. We therefore applied the 'foremen-

tioned Medicines, fpread upon Pledgets,

to the Opening of the affected Parts, by

which Means the Patient was cured in

H a
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a little Time. Where then are thofe

fliallow-headed Surgeons that cry out that

fuch Diforders are incurable, and can

never be cured without leaving a Fiftula

behind ? I can affure them , that not

only this Woman was perfectly cured,

without any Defect remaining, but alfo

that we have cured many others dif-

ordered in the fame Manner. But I ob-

ferved this Difference in Gangrenes of

thefe Parts, that if the back Part of the

Vagina, namely, that towards the Os
Sacrum, is thus affected, it may be more

eafily cured, on Account of the Flefhinefs

of the Internum Rectum, and Difpo-

fition of the Vagina, which towards the

Rectum has not fo many tranfverfe and

hard Rugs, nor fo many Nerves to

retard the Cure, which there fucceeds

the more readily, as all the Parts are

more foft. But in the anterior Part of

the Vagina* namely, that towards the

Meatus Urinarius, the Cure is not only

more difficult for the 'forementioned

Reafons, but alfo becaufe the continual

Draining
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Draining of the Urine retards the Cure,

and frequently leaves an incurable Fiftula.

OBSERVAT. LX.

A Contiifion of the Head happily cured,

only by a Fomentation, without Tre-

panning, which was recommended

by an unjkilful Hand.

IF the Saying of Hippocrates be true,

namely, that Experience is fallacious,

it may be certainly pronounced with

more Truth, that Practice without Ex-
perience muft be extremely fallacious.

A certain Woman fell out of a Chaife

upon the Earth, which was frozen hard,

whence her Forehead was fo violently

contufed, that a large Tumor imme-

diately appeared. A Surgeon living in

the Suburbs having examined the Tu-
mor, and understanding the Patient had

H 2 vomited



148 PraBical Obfervatiom

vomited feveral Times, judged that the

Skull was fplit and depreffed, fo that

the Patient could not be cured without

a crucial Incifion through the Integu-

ments, and an Elevation of the Bones.

At his propofing this, the By-(landers

ordered me to be fent for, but I foon

oppofed his intended Operation, and af-

ferted, that there were no Signs of a

FifTure of the Cranium. To this he

audacioufly anfwered, that he could per-

ceive the Deprefiion of the Skull with

his Fingers, and that there could never

be any Deprefiion without a FifTure

;

and indeed, if I had not frequently ex-

amined fuch Tumors of the Head with

my Fingers, and made myfelf better ac-

quainted with their true Nature by Ex-

perience, I mould myfelf alfo have pro-

nounced , that the Cranium was de-

prtfied ; for thus indeed Tumors of the

Head, arifing from a violent Contufion,

often feem in their Examination by the

Touch. For when the Part betwixt the

Tumor and found Part of the Head is

com-
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comprefTed by the Finger, the Cranium

feems to be deprelTed •, and thus the

younger Surgeons may be eafily impofed

upon, who therefore ought to be cautious

that they do not fall into the like Error.

I therefore ordered the Application of a

cephalic Fomentation to the Part which

was intended for the crucial Xncifion

;

the Form of which Fomentation may
be feen below ; and by this Means the

Tumor difperfed in two or three Days

Time, and the Patient recovered without

any greater external Remedy. But I

judge that the Trepan and Scalpel ought

not to be immediately applied, even in

a true Fracture of the Cranium, as well

as in thefe violent Contufions, in which

the Symptoms are not very urgent ; for

in that Cafe, after Bleeding, it is better to

apply fome fuch cephalic Fomentation,

not ufed fparingly, nor in thin Rags,

but in thick Flannels, applied very warm,
and all over the Head ; for by this

Means I have happily relieved thofe

H 3 whole
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whofe Heads have been almoft under the

Incifion of the Scalpel.

The Form of the cephalic Fomentation

before-mentioned.

R Herb. Betonic<e,

. Majorange an. m. ij.

Ruta an. m.j. IS.

Flor. Stachados^

Lavendula an. m. f,

Rofarum rub. m.j.

Coq. f. a. ex f. q. vini alb. ad lb iij*

Colatura detur ufui.

OBSERVAT. LXL

An Inflammation of the Uterus after

Birth, frequently arifmg from the

rough ^Treatment of the Midwife,

AMong all the Diforders to which the

Uterus is liable, an Induration

and Inflammation of it at the Time -of

lying-
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lying-in is one of the moil frequent and

remarkable , by which only many Wo-,

men are deftroyed in their lying-iru I

have often wondered with myfelf to ob~

ferve, how eafily the Uterus is inflamed

in fome Women to what it is in others,

I have6
even obferved the Uterus inflamed

after Delivery, when the Birth has been

eafy. Midwives ought therefore to know
that the Uterus mould not by any Means

be ftrongly prefTed upon externally, in

order to turn the Infant's Head towards

the Os Uteri ; they mould learn to be

cautious in their extracting of the Secun-

dines, to avoid compreiling the Abdo-
men, and confequently the Uterus in

too violent a Manner. Midwives ought

to be more cautious not to introduce

their Hand into the Uterus, without ab-

iblute Neceffity, becaufe by the PrelTure

and Attrition of the Hand, I have fre-

quently known the lower Part of the

Uterus to be inflamed. But what fhall

we fay to thole rafh and daring Practi-

tioners, who make no Scruple to in-

H 4 troduce
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troduce their Fingers into the .Anus to

make Way for the Exclulion of the Head
of the Foetus, by which Practice the In-

ternum Rectum and adjacent Parts may
be eanly inflamed. In fhort, not the leaft

Violence of any Kind frrould be offered to

the Womb, to avoid thefe Inflammations,

and other bad Confequences which too

frequently follow from that Caufe.

OBSERVAT. LXIL

\the Spleen prolapfed into the Pelvis',

it's natural Place being filled with

another Body like unto the Spleen.

AMong thofe Parts of the human

Body which fometimes change

their natural Situation, the Spleen is none

of the leaft remarkable, which in it's

natural Situation under the falfe Ribs

cannot be felt by the Fingers. But in

a
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a preternatural State when it is much en-

larged in Magnitude by its Wejght and

Bulk, it fometimes defcends not only

below the falfe Ribs, but even into

the hypogaftric Region, fo that it may
be plainly felt by the Hand. In the

Year 1670, a certain Woman in our

Hofpital contracted a Hardnefs and violent

Pain in the hypogaftric Region, after a

painful and difficult Labour. Some Peo-

ple - fufpecled that this Hardnefs arofe

from a Retention of the Placenta Uterina,

and therefore various Remedies were ufed

in order to expel the fame ; but all being

to no Purpofe, the Patient at length

expired. The Phyfician in ordinary at

that Time to the Hofpital, Dr.. Gerard

De Penin y
gave me an Opportunity of

opening the Body. I found all the in-

ternal Parts duly difpofed, except the

Spleen, which was above eight Times

larger than its natural Bulk, weighing

four Pounds, and being prolapfed into

the Cavity of the Pelvis •, but in the

natural Seat of the Spleen appeared another

H 5
' Body
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Body of the fame Fabric, about the Size

of a large Chefnut, but in Colour and

Subftance exactly refembling the Spleen.

The fame Hiftory is related in Schraderi

Obfervat. Anat. Med. Decad. 3. Obf. 4.

OBSERVAT. LXIIL

j4?t oblong Tumor of the Abdomen after

Child-birthy from a Contufion of the

Omentum.

I
Was for a long Time doubtful con-

cerning the Nature of thofe hard and

oblong Tumors with which Women are

frequently troubled in the Abdomen
after Delivery, until I had an Oppor-

tunity of gaining more Light into this

Matter by the DifTection of a certain

Body, in which I obferved the Omen-
tum almoft two Fingers thick, three

Fingers broad, and a Span and a half

long
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Jang degenerated into a Subftance be-

twixt Fat and Flefb, and in fome Mea-

fure fcirrhous. I have frequently handled

Tumors of this Nature, while yet con-

tained in the Abdomen of living Women,
after they have been delivered, fome of

which I have obferved in a tranfverfe

Pofition , and others in an oblique

Pofture. I am apt to believe, that in

this Cafe the Omentum having been

comprefifed by the circumjacent Vifcera

during the Time of Geftation, that by

the Preflfure and Attrition which it re-

ceives from the Uterus, it may be fome-

times inflamed, enlarged and concreted

together with the Uterus, in the fame

Manner as we obferve in many other

membranous Parts of the Body, after

they have been inflamed, even to a (light

Degree. It is remarkable, that thefe

oblong Tumors can be frequently handled

by the Women themfelves, in whole

Abdomen it is contained, feeming to

them as if a Gut was in the Hand. I

have, feveral Times obferved Women
H 6 Main
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fuftain thefe Tumors for many Years,

often with little or no Pain, but not

without fome Inconveniency. In the

Woman which I opened, as above-men-

tioned, the whole Omentum, from the

Bottom of the Stomach to the Uterus,

was rolled up and concreted together

like an Intefline, being very much in-

durated , and firmly attached to the

Bottom of the Uterus, near which, upon

making a tranfverfe Incifion through the

Omentum, I could plainly perceive the

Folds in which it was rolled up and

concreted together.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXIV.

Worms found concealed in feveral oj

the Vifcera*

WHether all Animals and Infects

are generated Ex Ovo, as Harvey

and his Followers teach, I am apt to

doubt, becaufe there are Worms found

in the Arteries of living Korfes, as alfo

in the Parenchymous, or glandular Sub-

fiance of the Liver, and even in the

cyftic Duel and Pori Biliarii in Sheep5

as alfo in the Gall-bladder itfelf, as I

have frequently obferved. I once re-

member myfelf to have feen them in the

Kidneys of a human Body, of the fame

Sort of thofe which are more frequently

to be met with in the Kidneys of Dogs.

And that there have been Worms found

alfo in the Brain, no body can be ig-

norant who has turned over Authors of

the bed Repute. But by what Ways
thefe Animalcules of their Eggs ihould

be
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be conveyed into the inmoft RecefTes of

the Body, cannot be readily determined *,

for it does not feem probable that they

mould have been conveyed to the
J

fore^

mentioned Parts through the Pores of

the Skin, or through the Organs of

Refpiration •, and much lefs probable is

it that the fame Ova fhould be conveyed

through the Mouth, Inteftines, Lacieal

and other VefTels •, even it is not eafy to

conceive how they mould remain entire

in the Stomach, by the Action of which

in Chylification, there is a confiderable

Fermentation and DifTolution of every

Thing whkh it contains. The chyli-

ferous, or lacteal VefTels, are likewife fo

fmall at their Origin, that they cannot

by any Means afford a PafTage for fuch

Ova to pafs through; to which add,

that no one ever faw Worms of the fame

Kind out of the Body. We ought

therefore to remain doubtful in this Re-

fpec~t, until we receive a true and in-

fallible Light from the Ingenuity of thofe

who dernonftrate every Thing mathe-

matically,
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matically, and from their Caufes, as far

as God will permit.

OBSERVAT. LXV.

A great Part of the Liver degene~

rated into Hydatides, after being

wounded by an unfkilful Surgeon*

THAT the Subftance of the Liver

is glandular, or compofed of very

fmall Glands, I have already endeavoured

to prove by various Obfervations ; and

I have feveral Times demonftrated thefe

Glands to be degenerated into Hyda-

tides ; but my Defign in this Place is to

relate a very furprifing Hiftory of the

Liver, in a great Part degenerated into

Hydatides. A certain rafh, Surgeon

dwelling in a certain Part of the Suburbs

of this City, being about to perform

the Paracentefis of the Thorax for a

Dropfy,



1 6o Practical Obfervations

Dfopfy, which he imagined to be in the

Breaft, fent for me into Confutation,

but being fo much indifpofed that I was

not able to come, he by himfelf, and

of his own Accord, perforates not the

Thorax, but the Abdomen in the right

Hypochondrium. Hereupon many Hy-
datides burft forth fuccefiively, at the

Sight of which, being aftonifhed, he in-

ferted a Tent, and came running to me,

but to no Purpofe, for foon after the

poor Woman expired, whence we had

an Opportunity of enquiring fully into

the Diforder. Having opened the Tho-
rax, we found no preternatural or extra-

vafated Humour, but all the Vifcera

there appeared well-conditioned. But in

the Abdomen, the Liver adhered to the

Peritoneum, and its proper Subftance

feemed in a great Meafure to be made'

up of Hydatides. This Part of the

Liver adhering to the Peritoneum, had

been wounded by the ignorant Surgeon,

who attempted to perforate the Thorax,

and from that Wound Hydatides burft

forth,



t-n Surgery. 161

forth, which might more eafily happen,

becaufe the whole Subftance of the Liver

in that Place was degenerated into Hy-
datides, in fuch a Manner, that only

the Membrane inveiling the Liver, in-

terpofed betwixt the Cavity of the Ab-
domen and Peritonaeum, to which lait

the Membrane of the Liver adhered.

OBSERVAT. LXVI.

The Spleen cut out in a living Dog%

who furvived, notwithjianding the

frofufe Hemorrhage.

WOunds penetrating the Abdomen
with a fmall Extravafation of

Blood into it's Cavity, but without in-

juring any of the more noble Vifcera,

are in my Opinion not fo dangerous as

fome imagine. An Inftance of this we
have in aDog of a moderate Size, whofe

Spleen5
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Spleen, for the Satisfaction of my Pupils,

I lately cut out, after having firft. tied

up the fplenic VefTels, neglecting at the

fame Time the fmall epiploic Artery.

Having thus extirpated the Spleen with

its VefTels, the Aforementioned epiploic

Artery which was not tied, bled fo pro-

fufely, that the Dog feemed to be about

to expire -, but yet I returned the fame

Artery without a Ligature into the Ab-
domen, where it doubtlefs continued to

bleed for fome Time. I then united the

Wound by the uninterrupted Suture,

and in a little Time, within fix or feven

Days, the Wound was healed up, and

the Dog appeared well For the firft

two or three Days after the Operation

the Dog would neither eat nor drink,

frequently vomiting -, but afterwards the

Dog eat very greedily, and fo continues

to do.

Therefore Wounds of the Abdomen
penetrating its Cavity with a moderate

Extravafation of Blood, and without any

great Injury of the more noble Vifcera,

are
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are not to be pronounced in themfelves

mortal, even though there is no Op-
portunity in this Cafe to difcharge the

extravafated Blood by Paracentefis. We
need not be very folicitous in our En-
quiry after the Time when, and the

PafTages by which the Aforementioned

Blood was carried off by Nature ; but

it is fufficient that we have often expe-

rienced fuch-like Extravafations of Blood

difperfed without any ill Confequence.

Befides thofe well known PafTages of the

Inteftines, Pores, Kidneys, &c. I muft

believe that there are other PafTages,

and that the lymphatic and Blood-veflels

themfelves have alfo a Share in receiving

the extravafated Blood. For the Blood

which has been thus extravafated and

confined in the Cavity of the Abdomen,
muft either congeal or remain fluid. If

it concretes, as we obferve after Bleeding,

in a Bafon, there is no Doubt that the

greateft Part of it, if not all, will in

Time dhTolve into a ferous Liquor, as

we fee in the Blood which has been

drawn
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drawn from a Vein ; and thus it will be

put into a Condition to be received into

or taken up by the VefTels. But if the

extravafated Blood does not congeal

,

there is Hill the fame Reafon for it to

be abforbed by the VefTels, efpecially

the Veins , provided its Quantity is

moderate, and the Air excluded. But

if a large Quantity of Blood is retained

in the Cavity of the Abdomen, which

has been perforated by a large Wound,
and not fecured from the external Air,

that Blood will then corrupt, excite

Fevers, and put the Patient in great

Danger of his Life,

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXVIL

The Spina Dorft incurvated in Form

of a Circle*

AMong the Diforders of the Bones
9

I do not remember to have feen

any more furprifing than the Contraction

of the Bodies of the Vertebras in their

Fore-part, almoft into nothing, being

compacted or prefTed into each other to

fuch a Degree, that they were fcarce

equal in all their Dimenfions to the

Thicknefs of the Body of one Vertebra
;

and what is apt to excite the Admiration of

every one, is, that in our Repofitory we
keep feven Vertebras of the Back, con-

creted together by Ancylofis, or bony Sub-

ftance, and incurvated fo much into a Cir-

cle, that the Body of the upper Vertebra

unites with the Body of the lowermoft. The
Bodies of thefe four Vertebras are fcarce

equal to the Body of one. We always

fee, that in crooked, or Hump-back'd
People*
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People, the Spine of the Back is ini

flecked s but for the Spine to be fo much
incurvated, that its upper Part ihould

conjoin or unite with its lower, is what

deferves the greateft Admiration. That

the Perfon was Hump-backed to whom
thefe Vertebrae belonged, there is not

the leaft Room to doubt \ but I cannot

imagine how the Bodies of the Vertebrae

fhould be thus incurvated into a Circle,

as if they were forced by a Prefs, without

injuring the Spinal Medulla, fo tender

and important a Part, that it cannot

fuftain the leaft Injury without the higheft

Detriment to the Body. If indeed the

aforementioned Diforder was born with

the Perfon, the Cafe would not be fo

wonderful \ but it feems probable, that

the Vertebrae contracted this Incurvation

after the Birth ; and that the Bodies of

the Vertebrae are thus reduced almoft to

nothing in many who have been Hump-
backed , is evident from the feveral

Specimens which are preferved in our

Repofitory.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXVIII.

The Stomach and Intefti?ies prodigionjly

co?ttra£led by Abftinence.

AFter long Abftinence and fevere

Pains, the Body .is not onJy much
emaciated, but fometimes alio the Sto-

mach, with its annexed Interlines, are

fo contracted, that I have obferved them

to bear the leafl Refemblance to what

they ought to be in their natural State.

An Inftance of this Diforder we exhibited

in the Body of a certain Nobleman, in

the Prefence of feveral Surgeons and

Phyficians -, in which Patient the Stomach

was fo much contracted, that one might

have very fairly affirmed it to be de-

generated into an Inteftine,

OBSER«
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OBSERVAT. LXIX.

The Valves of the Heart ojjified and

concreted together.

TO find Bones in the human Heart,

is a Thing not abfolutely unprece-

dented ; but no Author that I have

hitherto read takes any Notice of the

Valves of the Heart being ofiified and

concreted together. A certain Merchant

complained for a long Time of an Afthm^

and Difopncea, his Pulfe becoming .at

length fo fmall, that no one could per-

ceive it for fome Days , the Patient in

the mean Time falling into continual

Paintings, 'till at length finding no Re-

lief from any Remedies, he expired. I

had by the Intereft of the Phyficians who
attended, an Opportunity to open this

Patient, in whofe Thorax I fearcfred for

the Caufe of the Diforder, not without

anfwe.ring my Expectations ; for the

whole Thorax appeared full of a watery

Humour,
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Humour, and upon infpe&ing into the

Heart, upon the Account of the frequent

Faintings and Deficiency of the Pulfe,

which attended the Patient towards the

latter End of this Diforder, I obfervcd

the femilunar Valves of the Heart fo

much disfigured, oflified and concreted

together at the Entrance of the Aorta,

that there did not remain any vifrble

PafTage into the latter from the Heart.

Perhaps it may be here afked how the

Patient could live, fince the Ingrefs of

the Blood from the Heart was totally

prevented by the Oflification and Con-

cretion of the femilunar Valves ; to which

I anfwer, that the Blood doubtlefs con-

tinued its Courfe fufficient to maintain

JLife for fome Time, till it was at length

.extinguifhed by the compleat or entire

Exclufion of the 'fore-mentioned PafTage.

I faid before that I could not perceiv^

any natural Aperture through the Valvc?
f

and that the Pulfe was not perceptible in

the Patient towards the latter End of his

Diforder j but it does not from thence

I follow,
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follow, that at that Time the Pulfe and

Courfe of the Blood from the Heart was

totally fuppreffed -

9 for fo long as he

lived, no Doubt but the Pulfe and Efflux

of the Blood from the Heart continued,

and when they ceafed the Patient expired.

OBSERVAT. LXX.

An Induration, or Offification of the

Peritonaeum in feveral Parts, and

of the Vena Porta in a dropfcal

Woman.

THAT feveral Parts of the Body

become indurated, and even ofli-

fied after Confumptions and Waitings of

the Body, is univerfally known, almofl

to every one \ but that the fame Acci-

dents may likewife happen in dropfical

Patients, is evident from the following

Inftance, A Woman with Child, and

at
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at the fame Time dropfical, was, during

the whole Time of her Pregnancy, per-,

plexed with a whole Train of Diforders ;

and even after fhe was delivered of a

mature Foetus, fhe continued to be op-

preffed with an Afcites, Anguifh in the

Prsecordia, intolerable Pains, &c. 'till at

length it pleafed God to put an End to

her Miferies by Death. Upon opening

the Body,, there was a free Difcharge

given to the watery Humour % after which

I obferved the Peritonaeum in feveral

Places indurated with Particles, which

refembled Grains of Sand, and the Vena

Porta was found in part oflified, which

laft I referve in my Repofitory. The
reft of the Vifcera appeared well enough

conftituted, except the Omentum, which

was entirely confumed,

I 2 OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXXL
' [A fatal Deficiency of the Skin round

the Navel in a Fcetus.

I
Have many Times obferved new-

born Infants, in which the Skin and

Mufcles of the Abdomen have been ab-

fent for the Compafs of a Shilling round

the Navel, fo that in that Part the In-

teftines were covered only with a thin

Skin. This Diforder I have indeed often

obferved, but never cured, for every

one of thele Infants have pafTed from the

Womb to the Grave within the Space

of fix, feven, eight, or nine Days. This

Diforder is by fome called Hernia Um-
bilicalis, from which Diforder this is

however very different, for it cannot be

termed an umbilical Rupture before the

Navel is formed, as in new-born Infants

who have as yet no Navel, unlefs we
underftand that Term in fo large a

Seafe, as to fometimes intend the Navel

String
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String for the Navel. The Navel, pro-

perly fpeaking, is that wrinkled Portion

of the Skin which is protuberant in the

Middle of the Abdomen, and which re~~

mains when the Navel String is fallen* ofl

after the Birth -

9 and this being frequently

diftended to a great Degree, is termed

an umbilical Hernia,, or Rupture. But

in the prefent Cafe,, we have a Diforder,

not of Magnitude,, but of Number. -

T . for

the Skin, together with its fubjacent

Mufcles, are abfent round the Navel

String, which laft is therefore fo much
extenuated round its Infertion into the

Abdomen, that it feems to be only a

thin Skin, through which the Interlines

are vifible. As this Diforder admits not

of a perfect Cure, therefore the Infant is

to be relieved by one that- is palliatives-

only by applying Emplaftrum Diapom-

pholigos, or the like, which has not

too great a Tenacity, left by adhering

too firmly to the thin Skin, it might

rend open a Paffage for the contained

Vifcera to prolapfe.

I 3 OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXXIL

A Prohpjion of the Vifcera from a

Deficiency of the Skin round the

Navel in a Foetus.

FROM the preceding Diforder I

once obferved a much more de-

plorable Malady follow, when the Birth

of the Infant proved more than ufually

difficult 5 namely, I have obferved a Pro-

lapfion of the Stomach, Inteftines and

Spleen, from the Cavity of the Abdomen,
the Foetus yet living for feveral Hours,

although the feveral 'fore-mentioned Vif-

cera were naked and deftitute of all their

Integuments \ here it was not difficult

for us to fee the periftaltic Motion of the

Inteftines. One may eafily imagine how
much the Reputation of a Midwife muft

fuffer, who fhould happen to meet with

this Accident in the Birth, and at the

fame Time Phyficians are called who
have never feen, or know nothing of

this
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this Diforder j for the Vifcera burll forth

in this Cafe, not for any Fault in the

Midwife, but from a Deficiency of the

Skin and fubjacent Mufcles, whence the

Vifcera cannot be confined, efpecially in

a more difficult Birth,

OBSERVAT. LXXIIL

A very remarkable Cafe of the pre-

ceding Deficiency in the Skin and

abdominal Mufcles,

I
Once obferved the 'fore-mentioned

Diforder in a Foetus after the Birth,

in which there was a Deficiency of the

greateft Part of the Skin and Mufcles

in the anterior Part of the Abdomen.
We here obferved the Vifcera covered

only with the Peritonaeum, which was
fo thin, that we could not only fee the

Vifcera very diftin&ly, but alfo the pe-

I 4 riftaltic



ijb Pradical Obfervalions

riflaltic Motion of the Inteftines. Thk
Infant lived two Days.

OBSERVAT. LXXIV.

A voracious, or canine Appetitey from
a Relaxation of the Pylorus,

ALthough there may be various

Caufes of a canine Appetite and

Lientery concealed within the Vifcera,

yet I could never obferve any more
evident than that which I lately found

in directing the Body of a Woman, in

the Prefence of the moft experienced

Smeding. A certain Woman had been

for a long Time troubled with a canine

Appetite, or perpetual Defire of Eating,

becaufe the Stomach being diflended

with Food, could not long retain the

fame, on Account of the Relaxation of

the Pylorus -

9 and from hence the In-

teftines
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teftines difcharged the Food quicker than

they ought, their Office being indeed to

further digeft, or conco<fc the Aliment,

but not to convert the grofs Food into

Chyle j and from hence therefore fhe

almoft conftantly complained of Pains in

her Bowels a little after a Meal ; and thus

fhe continued with an Increafe of the

Diforder, till ihe at length expired,

After opening the Body, the Vifcera

were found well conftituted, except only

the Stomach, whofe Pylorus, as we ob-

ferved a little before, was fo much re-

laxed, that it would receive all one's

Fingers together.

X 5 OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXXV.

A confiderable Wound of the Bladder

happily cured, but followed with

an hernial 'Tumor..

OW dangerous Wounds are when

inflicted in the Bottom, or Sides

of the Bladder, may appear, inafmuch

as many pronounce them mortal. That
they are very difficult to cure, and are

often attended with the moft grievous

Symptoms, there is not the leaft Room
to doubt •, and every one will confefs,

that it is very rare for confiderable

"Wounds in this Part, to be brought to

Confolidation, which yet is fometimes

obferved to fucceed. About a Year

ago, a Citizen of /imfterdam was wounded

in the Hypogaftrium, the Bladder being

at the fame Time divided in fuch a

Manner, that it could no longer evacuate

fo much as a Drop of Urine through the

Penis -, but on the contrary, there was

fo
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fo much Urine daily difcharged through

the V/ound, that the Patient in a Manner

fwam in his Bed. The Scrotum fweJling

foon after the Wound was inflicted, at

length degenerated into a Gangrene*

. not without fainting Fits. To this Gan-

grene were applied Cataplafms of the

Crumb of Bread, mixed with Water,

Hemlock and Wine, by which the Pa-

tient was much relieved, and the Gan-

grene foon reftrained ; and by the Ap-
plication of two Sponges to the Side of

the Wound, the greateft Part of the

Urine was abforbed. After fome Days

Application of farcotic Medicines, fpread

upon Lint to the Lips of the Wound,
• we perceived a fmall Incarnation, and a

Quantity of grumous Blood was dif-

charged, with feveral Drops of Urine

through the Penis , which gave En-
couragement both to ourfelves and the

Patient. On the following Days the

Incarnation was fo far advanced, that the

Patient difcharged all his Urine through

the Penis, and was foon after cured,

I 6 without
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without any remaining Complaint, ex-

cept that lately he has complained of a

{light Pain about the Cicatrix of the

Wound, without any remarkable Caufe

preceding ; and the Part itfelf by degrees

began to be difrended into a Tumor,
which was doubtlefs a Hernia •, for this

I have frequently experienced, that after

the Cure of , Wounds penetrating the

Cavity of the Abdomen, a Hernia has

followed, becaufe the Peritonaeum can

feldom be brought to a perfect Union,

and therefore they act prudently who
wear a Belt for ibme Years after the

Cure, to prevent a Hernia. I was af-

lifted in the Cure of this Patient by the

eminent Phyfician Dr. Wenden% and the

expert Surgeon Mr. John Wall.

O B S E IU
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OBSERVAT. LXXVI.

An ulcerous Hardnefs of the Tongue

extirpated by the Scalpel and

Cautery.

THE Infcription upon the Butch

Money, with refped to the Sea,

idem Tutor & Hoftis> is true with refpect

to our Teeth, which when in a good

Condition, do not only defend the

Tongue and Fauces, but alfo divide the

Aliment, modulate our Speech, and

ferve many other Purpofes ; but on the

contrary, when they are difordered, they

prove our mod troublefome Enemies.

There is not a Part in the Body that ex-

cites fuch excruciating Pains as the Teeth,

when carious •, nor do they fpare the

Tongue, which is fometimes fo much
ulcerated and indurated by the Afperities

of the Teeth, as to deftroy the Patient.

I could produce various Inftances of their

fatal Effects, if it were not in this Place

foreign
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foreign to our Defign. We fhall there-

fore only obferve, how the Tongue is to

be cured when it has been not only in-

durated, but ulcerated from this Caufe.

The Cure in this Cafe muft be always

begun by an Extraction, or filing down
of the Teeth which produced the Mif-

chief, and in the mean Time the Tongue

itfelf is to be treated with Mel Ro-
farum, acidulated with a few Drops of

the Oil of Vitriol, the Application of

which is to be frequently renewed in a

Day, becaufe it does not continue long

upon the affected Part ; but if the Dif-

order yields not to this, or the like

Remedies, the Tumor in the mean Time
increafing, the Part affected becoming

more and more ulcerated and fungous,

the Lips turning back, in that Cafe, the

whole indurated and ulcerated Part of

the Tongue is to be extirpated, and af-

terwards cauterized ; for I have by Ex-

perience learned, that nothing is more

effectual when the Signs of Malignity

appears, than the Application of actual

Cauteries,
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Cauteries, after the vitiated Part has been

extirpated. There are indeed fome who
prefer the potential Cautery, but with-

lefs Prudence. A certain old Woman,
who had been a long Time afflidted with

this Diforder, which had returned again,

after repeated Extirpations , implored

our Afliftance. I therefore confulted

with the Surgeon who had before ampu-

tated the diieafed Part to no Purpofc,

even though the Incifion was made fuffi-

ciently deep ; and after deliberating upon

the Means to root out the Diforder, and

prevent its Return, we determined to

repeat the Extirpation, and afterwards

to burn the Part with large and con-

venient Cauteries. After the Patient was,

informed by us that our Cafe was not,

defperate, but that there flill remained

a Remedy by Amputation, followed with

a Cauterization, fhe readily confented,

and underwent the Operation with fo

firm and intrepid a Mind, that Ihe hardly

made the leahV Noife with her CriesJ

After Univerfals premifed, we therefore

took
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took hold of the Tongue with a linnea

Cloth, by which it might foe more con-

veniently drawn out of the Mouth, after

which the other Surgeon extirpated the

whole difeafed Part with a fharp and

crooked Scalpel, which being done, we
applied a Piece of Linnen, dipped in

cold Water, to the internal Surface of the

Cheek, that it might not be injured by

the Cautery y and then we fufrlciently

cauterized the Part affected, forcibly

prefling down the Cautery, and feveral

Times repeating it. After the Operation

was over, an emollient Gargarifhv or.

Mouth-wafh, was ufed to mitigate the

Pain, and promote the Separation of the

Efchars, which being effected, the Cure

was foon after completed, with Tincture

of Myrrh and Aloes, mixed with De-

coctions of drying Ingredients , with

Honey of Rofes, &c. After the Cure

was in this Manner compleated, the old

:

Woman continued well, and free from

any Return of her Diforden

0BSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXXVIL

A Polypusfeated in the Antrum High-

morianum.

WHAT a Polypus is in the Nofe,

every one is well acquainted

,

but the true Seat, or Part from whence

it arifes, is not fo well known. There

are fome who make the Seat of a Polypus

to be only in the Nofe, others in the

Fauces, and others again tell us, that

the Ears are infefted with the fame flefhy

Excrefcencies. But we have twice found

Polypus's feated in a Cavity of the upper

Jaw-bone, to which Highmore gives the

Denomination of Antrum. I once ob-

ferved a Polypus in this Cavity in a pub-

lick DifTection \ and I a fecond Time
obferved the fame Diforder feated in the

Antrum Highmorianum in a Woman,
who was much afflicted with a malignant

Tumor and Excrefcence of the Gums.
Mr, Peter Adrian the Younger, and

Van
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Van Ulfen, together with myfelf, ex-

traded fome of the grinding Teeth in

this Patient, after which they cauterized

the affected Part, by palling an actual

Cautery into the Cavity of the 'fore-

mentioned Antrum, from whence on the

following Days we thruft out a great

Number of Polypus's by the little Finger*

OBSERVAT. LXXVIIL

An internal Scabies of the Bladder,

accompanied with feveral Excref

cencies, partly flcjhy, and partly

ALthough the Skin is the proper

Subject: of the Leprofy ,
yet I

have fometimes obferved almoft the

fame Diforder feated in the internal

Coat of the Bladder, accompanied with

Ri violent Pain, and frequent Defire of

making
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making Water, the Urine itfelf ap-

pearing purulent, and the Bladder as

thick as one's Finger. From this Dif-

order of the Bladder, Tumors, or flefhy

Excrefcencies, in fome Meafure glan-

dular, are formed, fprouting out from

the internal Coat of the Bladder-, fa

that when thefe Excrefcencies are feated

near the Neck of the Bladder, they

frequently caufe an Ifchuria, in which

the Urine cannot be evacuated from

the Bladder, but by introducing the

Catheter.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT, LXXIX.

A wonderful Lufus Natifra in the

Vejfels of the Kidneys.

TH E Variations, or Lufus Naturae

which we difcover in the Parts

of the human Body by Diffe&ion, hap-

pens no where more frequently than in

the VefTels of the Kidneys. With refpect

to the renal Arteries, which are called

the Emulgents, they are fometimes found

double or triple at their Origin from the

Aorta, from whence however they gene-

rally arife fingle. But before thefe renal

Arteries enter the Kidneys, they are

varioufly ramefied, being fplit into two*

three, or more Branches, of which I keep

feveral Specimens in my Repofitory . With
refpecl: to the Ureters and Pelvis, though^

we generally obferve that each Kidney

is furnifhed with only one, yet I have

fometimes found the Pelvis and Ureter

divided into two, or even three, of which

we
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we have a Specimen among our ana-

tomical Rarities. This Pelvis of the

Kidney I have frequently obferved fo

much dilated by Stones and Obftructions

of the Urine, that they have been ca-

pacious enough to receive the Kidney

itfelf. Although likewife the Ureters

are generally fingle, yet on the contrary

I publickly demonftrated in a Body

three Years ago a left Kidney, furnifhed

with two Ureters, one of which arofe

from the upper Part, and the other from

the lower Part of the Kidney ; and by

freeing thefe Ureters from their Integu-

ments, I found both of them united

into one before their Infertion into the

Bladder ; and although the fame Thing

has been obferved by Riolin^ yet I judged

this to be fo rare a Variation, that I pre-

pared and preferved the 'fore-mentioned

Bladder, with its double Ureter, and

have placed it among my other ana-

tomical Rarities.

O B S E R-
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OBSERVAT. LXXX.

The Kidney unequallyfurfaced, or di-

vided into Lobules in an Adult.

IT is well known, that the Surface of

the Kidneys in Adults is very fmooth,

but that in new-born Infants they are

compofed of many diftincl: Parts, and as

it were of an AfTemblage of feparate

Glands, whence their Surface appears

very unequal and divided \ but it is

very rare to find this Inequality of the

Surface of the Kidneys continued in

adult Perfons, as I obferved in a Body
which I lately diffected.

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXXXI.

A fpongy Tumor > of a particular

Kind, deflroying the Bones, fome-

times called a White Swelling.

AMong all the Tumors which I have

hitherto obferved, I do not re-

member to have ever feen one fo large

as that which I obferved, in Company
with the often-mentioned Mr. Andrew
Boekelman, in a Village near Amfterdam.

The afflicted Patient was a Taylor, whofe

Thigh was invaded with two large fpongy

Tumors, one of which a few Days before

Death, meafured an Ell and three Quar-

ters in Circumference, and the other

meafured only a Quarter of an Ell.

This Diforder is by way of Eminence

termed a fpongy Tumor, although there

are many other fpongy Tumors, which

have no Affinity with the prefent. The
Germans alfo give it a Name from its

Sponginefs3
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Sponginefs, and with us in Holland it is

termed, with fome Reafon, Bone-eater,

for I never found this Diforder after

Death without a Corruption of the Bone ;

from whence one might conjecture the

Tumor to arife generally from a bad

Conftitution, or Difpofition of the Bone,

and this rather, becaufe we know that it

frequently proceeds from a violent Blow,

or Collifton of a Bone by a Fall, &c.

Although no Surgeon ought to be ig-

norant of this Diforder, yet I have found

many, who from their Ignorance, neither

confulting their own Reputation, nor

the Intereft of their Patient, have rafhly

opened this Tumor by the Scalpel,

imagining to find it filled with Matter,

inflead of which they have found a

lymphatic and bloody Humour always

difcharging itfelf ; and what is mofl to

be lamented, after opening the Tumor
by the Scalpel, a Gangrene generally

follows, and foon after, Death itfelf.

This Diforder is known from its arifing

from little or no Pain, advancing flowly

at
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at flrft, but afterwards increaftng very

fwiftly, having large and livid Blood-

veffels difperfed through the Tumor,
and which I have feen fo much enlarged

or expanded, that they have burn: fpon-

taneoufly, and fuddenly killed the Pa-

tient. The Tumor generally appears

foft, as if it was in a great .Meafure

humoral; and it mod frequently is

feated in the Limbs, efpecially the Leg.

I mud again obferve, that if this Tumor
be opened by the Scalpel, the Patient is

deprived of Life in a fhort Time after.

But when, as it frequently happens,

this Tumor breaks fpontaneoufly, either

by an Ulceration, or Excoriation, the

Patient often furvives for a long Time
after. I have alfo obferved, that when
the Tumor is not opened before Death,

the corrupted Part of the Bone is not

tinged with a black Colour, but although

it be carious, it retains its natural white

Colour; but on the contrary, I have

always obferved, that if the Tumor was

opened before Death, the Air caufes the

K Bone
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Bone to turn very black, and it may
then be preiTed betwixt the Fingers like

a Pulp.

¥^.\ jfsS?}

OBSERVAT. LXXXII.

The Alveoli, or Sockets of the Teeth,

totally confumed by various Caufes,

whence a Loofenefs a?tdfalling out

of the Teeth.

Elated to the Diforder of the Bones

defcribed in Obfervation LXVII.

is the Obliteration of the Alveoli, or

Sockets of the Teeth, in fuch a Manner,

that they often leave not the Jeaft

Marks. It is a Thing univerfally re-

ceived for true, . that the Alveoli, or

Sockets of the Teeth, never remain open

alter the Teeth have been pulled out, or

tumbled out of their own Accord -

9 to

which Opinion, I alfo give my AfTent.

But
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But what it is that happens commonly

in this clofing up of the Sockets, is not

unanimoufly enough agreed upon by the-

principal Anatomifts. The Curious en-

quire into the Structure of the Farts of

the Body. Thomas Bartholin^ in fpeaking

of the Sockets of the Teeth, has the fol-

lowing PafTage in Cap. 9, Foi 720, of

his Anatomy •, fometimes, fays he, they

are obliterated and clofed up after the

Teeth are extracted, or fallen out. It

is no uncommon Thing for the Sockets

of the Teeth to be obliterated in old

Age, when the Teeth have been loft,

and the Sides, or Circumference of thofe

Sockets becoming more acute and hard ;

they ferve in old People for Maftication

in the Room of Teeth. Spigelius^ in

treating upon this Subject, fays, there

are as many Sockets as Teeth, fmce each

Tooth at its firft Eruption is lodged

in its peculiar Cell, aad when extracted

or loft, the Socket is likewife deftroyed,

together with the Tooth, in fuch a

Manner, that there is not the leaft Sign

K 2 of
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of a Cavity remaining. Riokn, in his

Anthopographia , fays, that when a

Tooth is pulled out, unlefs a new one

fucceeds, the Socket is fb obfcured and

clofed together, that there is not the

Jeaft Sign thereof remaining.

It is not my Defign here to refute any

of thefe Anatomifls, but rather to il-

luftrate their Obfervations ; namely, that

not only the Sockets of the Teeth are

obliterated in old People, and their

Circles, or Margins rendered more acute

and compact or hard for Maftieation,

that is to fay, that the Sockets collapfe,

or are clofed up ; but moreover, that in

many they are fo reduced to nothing,

that, wonderful to behold, both the

upper and lower Jaw lofe all that Part

of their Depth which was taken up by

the Alveoli, infomuch, that the lower

Jaw hardly continues of the Thicknefs

of one's little Finger, and the upper

Jaw is worn away or deficient almoft

up to the Nofe. Hence the Foramina,

through which a Branch of the Nerve

of
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of the fourth Pair is tranfmitted, is not

to be found in the anterior or lateral

Part of the lower Jaw in old People, as

it is in the Jaws of thofe who retain

all their Teeth •, for when the Teeth

have been loft, thefe Foramina are to be

found in the upper Part of the lower

Jaw. Hence alfo the upper Jaw lofes

fo .much of its Height , that there is

fcarce the Breadth of a Quill betwixt the

Nofe and Mouth. The Caufe of this

Deftruction, or rather Annihilation of the

Sockets of the Teeth, cannot well be

afcribed only to the PrefTure and At-

trition of the Jaws in Maftication ; for

we frequently fee, that when a Tooth
only is pulled out, its Socket is in the

fame Manner abolifhed, though the next

adjacent Teeth defend the fame from At-

trition. It even frequently happens, that

the Sockets are obliterated before the

Teeth are extracted, or fallen out, fo

that the tottering Teeth are only fuftained

by the Gums and Membranes, and when
the Gums have been abfent, the Teeth

K 3 have
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have been found adhering only by the

Membranes ; in fuch a Cafe therefore it

is in vain for the Patient to feek for

fome certain Remedy to render the

Teeth more firm, fuppofing theDiforder

to arife from the Scurvy, and not at all

dreaming that their Sockets are wanting.

But i would not have my Reader think,

that this Diforder happens only to thofe

who are far advanced in Years ; for I

remember to have feen this Cafe in a

Vtrfon of but thirty Years of Age, who
in this Manner had feveral of the fore

Teeth loofe,
?

till at length, rinding no

Benefit from the life of antifcorbutic

Medicines, he eafily pulled them out

with his Fingers only. In fome again,

as I have faid before, I have obferved the

Gums perifked together with the Sock-

ets •, and in that Cafe the Teeth have

adhered to the Jaws only by the Mem-
branes, and that fo loofely, that the Pa-

tient has not been able to eat, but the

Teeth have even fnook and difplaced by

the Motion of the Tongue only in

Speech.
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Speech. I faid before that the Sockets

of the Teeth could not be obliterated

by the Attrition only of the Food in

Maftication, nor do I fuppofe them to

be always clofed up, collapfed, or ob-

jured by a bony Skin, or Callus, but

that in fome old People they are totally

abolifhed and reduced to nothing, in

the fame Manner as the umbilical Ar-

teries in the Foetus after Birth often de-

generate into a thin Membrane, as if

they had never been Arteries -

9 and in

the fame Manner alfo the Breads fre-

quently ihrink up in old Age. If there-

fore the Sockets of the Teeth are natu-

rally formed very thin, when the Teeth

are extracted, or fallen out, they will

have nothing to fill up their Cavities,

and therefore the Jaw will be fo much
fhortened or diminifhed. But if the

Sockets are abolifhed before the Teeth

themfelves fall out, I know of no other

Caufe than the Scurvy, and a tartarous,

or ffcony Matter gathering about the

Teeth, by which not only the Gums,
K 4 but
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but alio the Sockets themfelves of the

Teeth are by degrees con-fumed,

OBSERVAT. LXXXIII.

Barrennefs from a Concretion , or

clo/ing up of the Fallopian Tubes*

E meet with many Caufes of

Barrennefs in Women, among
which a Concretion, or clofing up of

the Fallopian Tubes is to be efleemed

none of the leaft •, and this Concretion

I obferved may take Place either at

their Infertion in the Uterus, or at the

other Extremity , next the Ovarium.

If I had not difTected fuch a great Num-
ber of Bodies, I mould never have be-

lieved that the Fallopian Tubes , or

Oviducts are fo frequently clofed up in

Women as I find they are, which may
often follow from a difficult Labour,

0£
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or from other Pains in the Abdomen,

from which thefe Parts are Frequently

affected with a (light Inflammation •, and

what is worthy of Obfervatlon, if the

Tubes are clofed at their Extremities

farther! from the Uterus, they generally

cohere very firmly with the Ovaries,.

which ftill confirms our Opinion of the

Caufe ; for we frequently fee, that after

the Vifcera have been inflamed, they

.contract and grow together. Moreover*

in this Cafe I have frequently found the

Tubes very much diftended, efpecially

towards their Extremities next the O-
varia, a Specimen of which I keep in

my Repofitory ; and this Diflienfion has

been alfo obferved by the very accurate

Anatomifl: Be Graff, in his Treatife De
MulierumOrganh,&c. Pag- 356. Iam<

apt to believe that this preternatural. Ex-
tension arifes from a doling, up of the

Tubes, the Humours and Flatus at the

fame Time endeavouring to efcape out

of the Cavity of the Uterus, while the

Qs tineas is at the fame Time ftridly

K 5 con-
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contracted or fhut, and this will appear

frill more probable from perufmg the

following Qbfervations.

QQQiar^^QQ:QQQQQCg^n§

OBSERVAT. LXXXIV.

A probable Eruption of the Lochia

through the Fallopian Tubes into

the Cavity of the Abdomen.

I
Lately vifited a Woman in the CaU

ver-ftreet of this City , who had

lately lain in, afflicted with a violent

Fever, and complaining of an Induration

and Tenfion in the Hypogaftrium, not

without intenfe Pain. Emollient and

anodyne Remedies were applied , but

thefe proving ineffectual, me foon after

expired. Having opened the Abdo-

men, I found a great Quantity of foetid

Matter in the Pelvis, refembling the

Warnings of Flem* or rather the Lochia

cor-
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corrupted, and the like I alfo found in

the Cavity of the Uterus. This increafed

my Sufpicion that the 'fore-mentioned

. Humour was conveyed into the Cavity

of the Abdomen and Pelvis through the

Fallopian Tubes, or Oviducts ; and that

this frequently happens to lying-in Wo-
men, when their Pains and Throws hi

Parturition are violent , and the Os
Uteri at the fame Time fo ftriclly fhut

up, that the Lochia cannot find them-

felves a PafTage that Way ; or even m
the difficult Birth itfelf, the Head of the

Foetus flopping up the 'fore-mentioned

PafTage, the Humours retained in the

Womb behind the Foetus, are not able

to find any other PafTage \ hence there is

not the leafl Reafon to doubt but thofe

intenfe Pains of the Hypogaftrium are

derived, of which iying-in Women fre-

quently complain.

K 6 O B S E R-
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OBSERVAT. LXXXV.

A probable Eruption of the Menfes

through the Fallopian T'ube into

the Pelvis.

I
Before obferved that it was probable

the Humours contained in the Uterus,

might be derived into the Cavity of the

Pelvis and Abdomen through the Fal-

lopian Tubes or Oviducts in Child-bed

Women. Nor does it feem lefs pro-

bable, that Blood extravafated into the

Cayity of the Uterus while the Os tincae

is ftrictly clofed, may be conveyed

from thence through the
J
forementioned

Tubes into the Pelvis, even when the

Woman does not lie in\ I fhall there-

fore alledge an Inflance in Favour of this

Probability. Roonbufe> an expert Sur-

geon (in Company with Dr. Dortmunde,.

a worthy Phyfician of our Hofpital, and.

Mr.. Adrian, Conerdingi Surgeon) opened

the Body of a Woman who expired in,

her
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fier Menfes, in the Cavity of whofe

Uterus he obferved a Quantity of con-

gealed Blood, (lightly adhering to the

Uterus, with which Blood the Fallopian

Tube of the fame Side was not only

coloured, but alfo the Ovarium, upon

whofe Surface a large Quantity of the

congealed Blood firmly adhered. This

Uterus , together with its annexed O-
vary and congealed Blood, I now keep

in my Repofitory , preferved in the

fame Manner as they were demonftrated

to me by the 'forementioned Gentlemen,

being fo preferved with Ralfam, that

every Part retains its natural Figure

,

Magnitude and Pofition, without thofe

Wrinkles which are often ufed to re^

main after drying.

GBSER-.
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OBSERVAT. LXXXVL

The Liver difordered in a dropfical

Body.

ALthough in dropfical People the

Glands of the Liver efpecialiy are

often indurated, yet I do not always

find that thefe Gafes correspond well

with each other. The Livers of fome

dropfical People are intirely indurated,

and yet the Surface remains equal, and

the Glands invifible •, whereas fometimes

the fmall Glands are fo much enlarged,

that they become protuberant throughout

the whole'Surface of the Liver. Even
fometimes thefe Glancis are as 1 rge as

Filberts. I lately diflected the Body of

a certain dropfical Patient, who at length

fell into an Afcites, after being troubled

with oedematous, or fwelled Legs, for

near the Space of three Years. In the

-Thorax we'foun i nothing amifs, not-

withitending the Patient was affli&ed

with
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with extreme and continual Anxieties

;

all the Vifcera of the Abdomen were

likewife well- conditioned, except only

the Liver, which we found entirely in-

durated , with its Surface unequal on

all Sides from an Induration of the fmall

Glands of that Vifcus, which were greatly

diftended in Bulk. Some of thefe

Glands were about the Size of Pins

Heads, and others as large as Peas.

In the Cavity of the Abdomen we alfo

found a large Quantity of Water without

any confiderable Smell,

OBSER.
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OBSERVAT. LXXXVII.

A fcirrhous Liver in another dropfical

Patient^ accompanied with a Stone

in the DuB of the Gall-bladder.

A Man who had been a long Time
afflicted with an Afcites, having

tried many Remedies to no Purpofe, at

length expired. Upon opening the Body,

m Company with Mr. 'Joachim Schrader,

none of the Vifcera appeared ill-con-

ditioned, except the Liver, which was

indurated y the Gall-bladder was alfo

exceeding large, and appeared diftended

with a watery Humour, not at all

bitter, nor like Bile ; and in the cyftic

Duct we found a little Stone, about the

Magnitude of a large Vetch, entirely

obftructing theDud of the Gall-bladder,

OBSER-
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OBSERVAT. LXXXVIII.

T/6e Uterus drawn to cm Side of the

Abdomen.

IHave feveral Times obferved and

perceived by my Fingers, in Women
complaining of a Pain in the Hypo-
gaftrium* and continual Defire of making

Water, with a Tenefmus, that the Uterus

has been preternaturally diflorted, either

to one Side or the other of the Ab-
domen ; but I only once found the Os
Uteri drawn towards the left Side in a

dead Body. What Diforder the Patient

lay under from thence I cannot fay, not

having had the Care of her ; but this I

know, that her Death could not have

proceeded from that Caufe. But it is

probable that the Patient muft have

received fome Uneafinefs from thence,

becaufe that perverfe Situation of the

Uterus mud in fome Meafure impede

ifie Difcharge of the Urine 5 for in Pro-

portion
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portion as the Os Uteri is drawn towards

one Side or the other, the Neck of the

Bladder being thereto flrictly connected,

will be alio drawn that Way. In this

Uterus we alfo obferved fomething very

uncommon, namely, a third round Liga-

ment arifing not from the Bottom, but

from the Side of the Neck of the Uterus.

OBSERVAT. LXXXIX.

A Stone in the Bladder, accompanied

with a purulent Incrafation of its

Coats,

IN the Year 1672, a young Man of

about twenty-five Years of Age,

afflicted with the Stone in the Bladder,

underwent the Operation of Lithotomy

in our Hofpital of Amfterdam \ but, con-

trary to Expectation, the Operator could

not extract the Stone, even though he

had



/« Surgery, 21 r

had firm Hold of it by the Forceps,

and extracted feveral Fragments. The
Patient at length expiring, I opened the

Body, and found the Stone fo ftrictly

retained and comprefTed by the Bladder,

that there was Room only for the Re-

ception of a few Drops of Urine. The
Bladder was equal in Thicknefs to &

Finger's Breadth, and divifible into an

infinite Number of Tunics , betwixt

which was found a considerable Quan-

tity of Matter in many Parts, nearly re-

fembling melted Tallow. This purulent

Matter was plentifully difchargedfrom the

Wound which I made, almoft in the fame

Manner as we obferve Water to be dif-

charged from oedematous Swellings of

the Legs," after an Incifion has been made
through the Integuments in a dead Body.
Betwixt the Stone and the Bladder there

was nothing of the 'fore-mentioned pu-

rulent Matter obferved, even though I

found fome of the fame Matter concealed

betwixt the Coats of the Ureters, and be-

twixt the Coats which invefl the Kidneys.

OBSER^
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OBSERVAT. XC.

Tie Gall-bladder frequently divided

\

efpedaily in Calves> but veryfeldom,

if ever^ foundperjeffily double.

THERE are many Obfervations ex-

tant in the Writings of Anato-

mifts concerning a double Gall-bladder

found in the Liver ; but I believe this

Lufus Naturae vt ry rarely, if ever, hap*

pens. I have indeed many Times found

the Gall-bladder divided into two Parts,

more efpecially in Cows or Calves, of

which I preferve fome Specimens in my
Repofitory ; but never once did I find

the Gall-bladder perfectly double. In

a double Gall-bladder there mult be

found two cyftic Duels, without which

the Gall-bladder cannot be laid to be

double *, and I mud confefs , that I

never could meet with one thus con-

ditioned, all the double Gall-bladders

which I have hitherto feen having been

only
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only divided or partitioned into two

Parts, and furnifhed with but one cyftic

Duel.

OBSERVAT. XCL

lihe true Caufe of the Iliac Pajjion de-

menftrated by various Injiances.

PHyficians are not well agreed among
themfelves concerning the Nature

and Caufe of the Iliac PaiHon, which is

commonly called Miferere Mei. Some
believe it to confift in a Contortion, or

twifting round of one of the fmall In-

terlines, in the Manner which we ob-

ferve in the Preparation of Catgut.

Others, on the contrary, deny that the

Inteflines can poflibly be convoluted into

a Knot fo long as they continue fattened

to the Mefentery ; but when the Me-
fentery is corrupted, as I have once or

twice obferved, they then think it very

poflible
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poffible for this Diforder to happen.

But if we attend to thofe Appearances

which we are capable of obferving after

Death, we ought to conclude the Iliac

Paffion to be a Palfy, or Relaxation of

the Inteflines, efpecially of the fmall

ones, accompanied with frequent Vomi-

tings, a Conflipation of the Bowels, and

frequently with mofl excruciating Pains,

pr even fudden Death itfelf. This Lofs

of Tone, or Inactivity of the Inteflines,

proceeds primarily from a partial, if not

from a total Obflruction of the Nerves

belonging to the Inteflines, whence their

Motion is fuppreffed, efpecially in the

fmall Inteflines, which are deflitute of

their periflaltic , or vermicular Con-

traction, as being deflitute of animal

Spirits. In the fecond Place, this fame

Diforder may arife from an Obflruction

of the Inteflines themfelves, produced

either by indurated Excrements, Bones,

or other folid Bodies which have been

fwallowed. In the third Place, the Iliac

Paffion may proceed from an Introfuf-

ception,
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ception, or Inverfion of the Inteftine, -

one Part of which is forced into the

other, whether that proceed from a Per-

verfion of the periftaltic Motion , or

from fome convulfive Motion, or from

a Dilatation of fome Part of the Inteftine,

or from too great a Stricture in the fame,

by which the larger Part of the Inteftine

is rendered capable of receiving into

itfelf the narrower Part in this or that

Motion of the Inteftine. In the fourth

Place, I find this Diforder may be caufed

by a Contraction, or fhrinking up of

the Inteftine in fome Part, which Con-

traction I have fometimes obferved fo

great, that the Inteftine in that Part has

been hardly capable of receiving one's

little Finger, denying a PafTage both to

Flatulencies, and to the folid Parts of the

Food which had been fwallowed. In

the fifth Place, this Diforder frequently

-arifes from an inteftinal Hernia, or Rup-

ture •, and laftly, an Inflammation of the

Inteftines may be comprehended to be

one of the Caufes of this Diforder. I

make



2 1 6 Practical Obfervations

make no Doubt but that this Diibrder

proceeded from an Obftru&ion of the

Nerves of the Inteftines, in the Wife of

a certain learned Man, who lately fell

into a total Conftipation of the Bowels,

accompanied with continual Vomitings

and intenfe Pains , without *a Fever,

when fudden Death followed. I re-

member myfelf to have twice met with

Inftances in dead Bodies, of the Interlines

ceafing from their Action fo foon as they

have been obftru&ed, either by indurated

Fasces, the fwallowing of Bones , or

other hard Bodies. And for the third

Caufe of this Diforder, namely, an In-

trofufception of one Part of the Inteftine

into another, there is not the leaft Room
to doubt of it, fince I have twice pub-

lickly demonftrated the fame in the In-

teftines of a certain Baker's Son -, as

alfo in a certain Publican, whofe Bowels

I took out and dhTe&ed ; and in both

thefe Patients while living, the Bowels

were liable to many Diforders, but

Specially to Pains of the Abdomen an

Hour
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Hour or two after a Meal. A third In-

fiance of the Caufe of this Diforder, I

obferved in a dead Body which I opened,

in Company with the expert Surgeon

Mr. Joachim Schrader. I obferved alfo

before, that the Caufe of this Diforder

is fometimes a Contraction, or fhrinking

up of the Inteftines in fome certain Part,

becaufe I have feveral Times obferved

in opening Bodies, that the Inteftines

have been fo contracted, as not to be

able to receive the little Finger. If

therefore in this lad Cafe the inteftinal

Faeces are indurated, or if Flatulencies

are denied a Paffage, it is evident that

the Patient mufl be fuddenly deftroyed,

with the mod intolerable Pain and In-

flammation that can happen in this very

nervous and fenfible Part of the Body.

L O B S E R~



2 1 8 Practical Obfervatiom

OBSERVAT. XCII/

A monjirous Dilation of the Intefiinum

Colon.

A Girl of five Years old, had been

for a long Time complaining of

Pains in her Bowels, to eafe which car-

minate and antelmintic Medicines were

ufed for fome Time to no Purpofe,

whence the Pains continuing, fhe at

length expired. After opening the Body,

to our great Surprize, we could hardly

perceive any of the abdominal Vifcera,

except that Part of the Colon, which

begins to take the Name of Intefiinum

Reclum, and this by reafon of an e~

normous Extenfion ofthe aforefaid Colon,

under which all the other Vifcera lay

concealed*

OBSE R-
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OBSERVAT. XCIIL

Hhe imaginary, or true Motion of the

Womb.

WHether or no the Uterus in

Women who are not with Child

has a Motion upward or downward, as

many Authors would have us believe,

is a Queftion not neceffary for me to

decide , being not only ftudious of

Brevity, but alfo defirous to acquaint

the Reader with nothing but what comes

vouched upon my own Experience*

But by the Way I muft own, that it

not a little . furprifes me, to fee fome

Authors afcribe fo great a Motion to

the Uterus, as that it mould be able not

only to force the Diaphragm upward,

but as they believe to afcend alfo up
to the Throat. Others perfwade them-

felves that the Uterus afcends to the

Praecordia, as being dry, in order to

moiften itfelf, fuppofmg the Liver to

L 2 be
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be the Fountain of radical Moifture, to

partake of which the Uterus therefore

afcends to the Liver. But leaving thefe

trifling Conjectures, which are fo abfurd

as to fall to the Ground without any

Oppofition, I can affirm myfelf to be

more than certain, that the Uterus moves

itfelf greatly in the Time of Parturition,

and that all the natural Throws in the

Delivery, depend almoft entirely upon

the Uterus ; and that thefe Throws, or

Endeavours of the Uterus to contract,

do very often continue fo violently after

the Birth, that the Womb has inverted

itfelf, and prolapfed out of the Body.

I have experienced a few Hours after

the Birth in fome Women, that the

Motion of the Uterus has been fo very

evident, that the Midwives, and even

the Woman herfelf, have often told me,

that there was ftill another Foetus re-

maining in the Womb. In this Cafe I

have applied my Hand to the Abdomen,
and perceived fuch a confiderable Mo-
tion , as removed my Hand like a

Foetus*
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Foetus, and has even fometimes fo ele-

vated the Uterus on one Side or the

other, as to occafion a round and hard

Tumor, which any one not well ex-

perienced, would have taken for the

Head of an Infant ; and foon after I have

obferved the fame Motion on the op-

pofite Side. Sometimes I have imagined

that I felt the Knee, fometimes the

Cheeks, &c. as in Women big with,

Child, and near the Time of their De-
livery, but after having introduced my
Hand into the Uterus, I have found that

it was not a Foetus, but the Womb
itfelf.

L 3 O B S E R-
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OBSERVAT. XCIV.

Aprodigious Dilatation ofan Artery^

containing a 'whole Pint ofMatter.

Have often thought nothing more
worthy of Admiration, than that

membranous VefTels mould be often fo

much the thicker, in Proportion as they

are more diftended with fome foreign

Humour. This is what I have evidently

detnonffirated to take Place in the Arte-

ries in Obfervat. XXXVII. XXXVIII.
and the fame is alfo, remarkable in the

prefent Obfervation of the Ureters. For

the Ureters to be fo much dilated, as

to be able to admit the Finger, is no-

thing extraordinary \ but it is very rare,

and almoft unheard-of, for one Ureter

to contain a Pint of purulent Matter \

and flill more wonderful is it for the

fame Matter to make its Way through

the annexed Fibres, as I fhall prefently

relate. In the Year 1673, I opened the

Body
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Body of a certain Woman (in Company
with Dr. longeren, and Mr. Van Ulfen,

Surgeon) who had been a long Time
afflicted with the moll fevere Pains,

efpecially upon difcharging a purulent

Urine, infomuch that fhe often wifhed

for Death, long before it came. The
Surface of the right Kidney was very

unequal, and in the lower Part of the

right Ureter near its Infertion "into thg

Bladder , was lodged a Stone about

the Size of a Filbert. Within the

Ureter was found membranous Threads

in a tranfverfe Pofition -, and the middle

Part of the 'fore-mentioned Ureter was

fo much extended, that it would contain

at leaft a Pint , being diflended and

filled with a purulent Matter. Upon
the Surface of this diflended Ureter we
obferved an infinite Number of fmall

white VefTels, turgid, and about the

Size of a Horfe-hair, tending towards

the left Hypochondrium. But to en-

quire exactly where they terminated, I

had no Opportunity, being denied the

L 4 Pri-
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Privilege of making any further Scrutiny

by the prejudiced
.
Relations. Thefe

fmall VefTels were not lacteal, much
lefs were they fanguiferous ; nor did they

in any Refpect agree with lymphatic

VefTels. I believe them to be a peculiar

Kind of VefTels, or rather a Sort of

hollow Fibres, contouring the Mem-
branes, by Means of which the Ureters

are connected to the Loin's ; fo that

from this and fuch like Gbfervations,

we might perhaps have an Opportunity

of exactly determining thofe unknown
Pafiages, which have been hitherto only

conjectured by Anatomifts.

OBSER«
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OBSERVAT. XCV.

A fcirrhous Incrajfation and Con-

traction of the Inteftinum Redlum,

following after a Dyfuria.

INexprefiibly great are the Diforders

which afflict us poor Mortals, and

fo numerous are our Difeafes, that no

one can eafily recount them y but their

Attacks are in no Parts more fenfible

than thofe of the Emunctories fubfervient

to Excretion, where if they take deep

Root, it is with great Difficulty that they

can be extirpated* We are under a

daily Neceffity of eating and drinking

to iupport Life, and of evacuating the

Superfluities of thofe Aliments by the

proper Emunctories •, but if the Pailages

deilined for thefe Evacuations are in-

tercepted, or difordered,, the Confe-

quences are fuch as often makes the

Patient more defirous of Death than

Life. A certain Friend of mine in the

L 5 Flow en-
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Flower of his Age, of a melancholy

Habit, having three Years before gone

to Ireland upon his Bufinefs, began to

complain of a Difficulty in making

Water, which in a little Time fo much
increafed, that he was conflantly obliged

to difcharge his Urine by Drops, and

that with fo much Pain and continual

Straining, that he was not able to fup-

port it. Even in a little Time after,

another Difeafe of no lefs Moment began

to fhew itfelf, namely, an Impotency

of freely difcharging the inteftinal Faeces,

arifing no doubt from thofe continual

Strainings to difcharge his Urine, from

whence the lnteftinum Rectum was not

only incraffated and rendered fcirrhous,

but alfo for the moft Part concreted

together ^ for it was with great Difficulty

that it would admit even of a Probe

of the Thicknefs of a Straw, whence the

Patient was difabled from difcharging

both his Urine and inteftinal Faeces,"

unlefs by Drops, and with a continual

Mixture of ichorous and purulent Matter,"

with
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with ftich lading and excruciating Pains,

that all People could not bear to be in

his Company. At length returning into

his own Country, he came to Amfterdam

to confult myfelf and others, but to no
Purpofe, his Diforders being then in-

curable. Thefe Diforders continually in-

creafing, the Patient at length expired,

and left us an Opportunity of enquiring

more fully into the Nature of his Dif-

orders. Upon opening the Body there-

fore, I found a frightful Stone in the

Pelvis of each Kidney, and alfo another

large Stone in the Middle of the right

Kidney. The Bladder and Ureters were

well conftituted , but the Inteftinum

Rectum was fo much incrafTated through-

out, and indurated, that it was above

an Inch thick, and of fo firm a Con-

fiftence, that I doubted, whether to

eall it a cartilaginous, or flefhy Sub-

ftance. The Cavity of the 'fore-men-

tioned Inteftinum Rectum was likewife

fcarcely larger than a Straw, and what

is remarkable, it adhered fo firmly

h 6 to
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to the Os Sacrum, that the Point of a

Knife was not by any Means fufficient

to feparate them, but I was obliged

to ufe a Chiflel and Mallet, and even

with thofe, to my Surprize, I found

much Difficulty in disjointing them.

All thofe Parts were prepared with

our Balfam, and are referved in our

Repofitory, in Memory of the Patient

and his extraordinary Cafe.

OBSERVAT. XCVI.

A like Incrajjation of the Intzjlinum

Reffium.

A Certain Nobleman here at Am-

fierdam lately expired of a like

IncrafTation and Scirrhofity of the In-

ternum Rectum , being for a long

Time afflicted with the fame Pains and

Strainings to difcharge the inteftinal

Faeces,
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Fasces. But in this Patient the faid

Inteftine was not fo much contracted,

but that one might by a ftrong Preffure

introduce the little Finger. This Dif-

order feldom occurring, and but little

known, is attempted to be cured dif-

ferent Ways, fome fuppofing it to pro-

ceed from the Piles, have concluded that

they were to have been removed by In-

cifion, which was here tried to no Pur-

pofe. Myfelf, who attended this Pa-

tient feveral Times, judged the Diibrder

to be a Scirrhofity of the Inteftinum

Rectum, as appeared in the Event 5

but as the Patient was very willing to

have the Part laid open by Incifion,

and even urged for the fame to be per-

formed, to which I contented, but ail

was without Succefs, for he died in a

few Weeks after. But in fuch a Cafe,

a palliative Cure is moft advifable, that

is, by emollient and anodyne Clyfters

;

for powerful Remedies are often at-

tended with the worft Confequences,

when thofe which are mild do no Mif-

chief,
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chief, but eafe the Pains, and afford

more or lefs Relief to the Patient.

OBSERVAT. XCVIL

¥he Extraction of the Placenta im*

peded by a particular Infertion of
the Funiculus into it.

MIdwives are frequently furprifed

at the Difficulty they meet with

in extracting the Placenta after the Foetus

has been delivered, which is thought

much more extraordinary by others who
are ignorant of the Matter ; but if this

be duly confidered, there is no Room
for any Perfon to wonder, for it is fre-

quently not in the Power of the Mid-

wife to extracl the Placenta according to

their Defire ; but the Caufe of this Re-

tention of the Placenta has not yet been

fufficiently explained by any one. Some
give
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give' out that the Placenta adheres too

ftrictly to the Uterus, by Means of a

more firm Concretion of the Vefiels of

the Uterus with thofe of the Placenta 5

but in this I muft own that I think

them miftaken. Others place the Caufe

of this Difficulty of extracting the Pla-

centa in a Laxity, or Putrefaction of its

Subftance, or in too great a Stricture of

the Os Uteri. But no one that I know
of, has made Mention of the central In-

fertion of the Funiculus into the Placenta,

which is one of the chief Obftacles to

its eafy Extraction , for when the Funi-

culus is inferted exactly into the Center

of the Placenta, it generally feparates

From it with much Difficulty, infomuch,

that Midwives are frequently obliged

to wound fuch a Placenta with their

Forefinger, in order to make it feparate \

whereas, if the Funiculus was inferted,

either to one Side or the other, the

Placenta would then
(
eafily follow the

-Foetus. The Reafon of this is, the

fame as that of a round Piece of Leather,

3 formed
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formed into a Sucker, with a String in

the Center of it ; for when that Piece of

Leather is wetted, and applied to a

heavy Stone, it will eafily lift up a
Stone from the Earth without being

pulled off-, but if the String is fattened

to one Side of the Leather^ it will not

be capable of producing that Effect.

OBSERVAT. XCVIII.

A cyjiic Herniay accompanied with'

a Bubonocele from a Fright.

THAT a Hernia is rather an Ex-

tenfion, or a Dilatation of the

Peritonaeum, than a Rupture, or Lace-

ration of that Membrane,, is I believe

univerfally allowed by Phyfkians. The
prefentDiforder is denominated according

to its Contents ; thus a Hernia is faid

to be inteftinal, when the dilated Peri*

tonaeum
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tonaeum contains the Interlines, £s?r. By
the fame Rule alfo when the urinary

Bladder prolapfes into the Scrotum, the

Diforder is to be called a cyftic Hernia,

of which I have obferved two Inflances,

in Company with the expert Surgeon

Mr. Andrew Boekelman. A certain Mer-

chant of Amfterdam^ was for fome Years

troubled with fuch a. Difficulty of making

Water, that he could not difcharge his

Urine unlefs he compreffed and elevated

the Scrotum with his Hand. He con-

cealed this Diforder fo long,, 'till at

length it was ta our great Surprize ac-

companied with a Bubonocele only from

a Fright ; for a large Cafk of Wine burft

fuddenly in his Cellar ^ at which being

prefent he was inftantly ib much fur-

prifed, that he immediately fell into a

Bubonocele. This is what I had once

an Opportunity of obferving in another

Patient,, who was fuddenly afflicted with.

a Hernia only from a Fright •, and the

'fore-mentioned Surgeon, who is ex-

tremely well verfed in the Cure of Rup-
tures.*
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tures, acquainted me that he had feveral

Times obferved them to proceed from

the fame Caufe. The Patient being thus

afflicted with a Bubonocele was obliged

to call in the Afiiftance of myfelf and

Dr. Bellanger, Mr. Andrew Boekelman^

Mr. Peter La Nou, and Mr. Peter Adrian

the Younger, very expert Surgeons.

But the Bubonocele was fo ftridtly com-

prefTed by the Tendons of the adjacent

Mufcles, that our Patient could not be

at all relieved, but expired in a fh.ort

Time. The Relations gave us an Op-
portunity of opening this Rupture, in

which we obferved a Portion of the In-

teflinum Ilium inflamed, and in part

gangrenous, as frequently happens ; and

the Dilatation (or Aperture, as it is

improperly called) of the Peritonaeum

through the Tendons of the abdominal

Mufcles, was fo fmall, that it was fcarce

poffible for a Finger to pafs through,

and this rendered a Reduction of the

fore -mentioned Interline altogether im-

practicable. But after this we found the

whole
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whole urinary Bladder prolapfed into

xht Scrotum.

&QO^QQQQQQ .-&QQQQQ^QQQ

OBSERVAT. XCIX.

\dn extraordinary Expanjion of the

Kidneys and Ureters ofSheep.

THAT the urinary Bladder fhould

by the continual Afflux of that

excrementitious Humour, be fometimes

diftended to an immenfe Bulk, is not at

all furprifing, fince its membranous Sub-

ftance continually receiving the Urine

which is there accumulated, may by that

Means be very much extended. But

that the Kidneys themfelves fhould be

diftended into fuch an immenfe Bulk

from the Obftruelion of the Urine from

them, fo as to make them refemble

urinary Bladders, furpaffes all Expecta-

tion, and muft excite the Admiration

of
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of every one. About two Years ago

Mr. Vogelefang^ a diligent Surgeon and

Anatomift, brought me two Sheeps Kid-

neys to be diffefted, which were fo much
diftended and rilled with a watery Hu-
mour, that each of them contained near

two Pints. The Ureters were much in-

flected, and of fo large a Capacity, that

they would have readily admitted the

Root of a very large Parfnip. The
outer Surface of each diftended Kidney

had not loft its natural glandular Sub-

ftance ; but the intermediate Space was

compofed of a Membrane. Internally

the Tabuli of the Pelvis refembled large

Cells of fo great a Capacity, as to admit

a Walnut covered with its green Shell.

I could eafily prefs the Urine contained

in the Bladder towards the Ureters and

Kidneys ; but then to prefs the Urine

back again from the Kidneys towards

the Bladder, required a considerable

Force, and I found it pafs in a very

fmall Quantity through a little Aperture

in the Middle of a membranous Clofure

which
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which lay between the Bladder and Ti-

mers. In fhort, the 'fore-mentioned

Aperture was of fuch a Nature, that it

freely admitted the Urine to pafs from

the Bladder towards the Kidneys, but on
the contrary, it was almoft in vain to

attempt a PrefTure of the Urine from the

Kidneys towards the Bladder, whence

no doubt proceeded a Regurgitation of

the Urine, and this in Procefs of Time
produced fuch a wonderful Expanfion

of the Kidneys and Ureters. Thefe

Kidneys, with their annexed Ureters,

and a Portion of the Bladder, are kept

in our Repofitory $ fo that any one who
doubts of the Truth, may have an Op-
portunity of contemplating with myfelf

the unufual Fabric of thefe urinary Parts

i

O B S E R<
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OBSERVAT. C,

A Difcovery of the true Structure of

the Glans Penis.

AMong all the Authors who have

-hitherto given us a Defcription of

the Penis, De Graaf, who was my par-

ticular Friend while living, ought de-

fervedly to be placed at the Head, as a

moft accurate Anatomift, who yet has

not perfectly difcovered the Fabric of

this Part, but has left fome Things to

be flill found out by the Difquifition

of Pofterity -, even with regard to the

Glans Penis he feems to fpeak fuper-

ficially, and to rely only upon the O-
pinions of others, as is evident in his

Treatife, De Virorum Organis Generationi

infervientibus, where we meet with the

following PafTage, p. 139, " To the two
" Corpora Cavernofa and Urethra now
" defcribed, is added in their Fore-part

" a Subftance appearing more flefhy

" than
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*' than the reft of the Penis, and which
*' is by Anatomifts termed Glans Balanus,
ic and fometimes it is denominated from
" its Refembiance to a Cherry", But

not only this Anatomift, but even all

others both ancient and modern, have

negligently pafifed over this Part of the

Penis, although an exact Knowledge of

it be abfolutely necerTary, and of the

greateft Moment in Surgery, as will

hereafter appear.

Johannes Van Home, formerly my
good Friend, in his Defcription of the

Microcofm, p. 149, fpeaks concerning

the Glans Penis in the following Manner,
" To thefe (meaning the Corpora Caver-
<c nofa) is added a Head, which from its

" Similitude is called Glans, confirming

" of a foft and flaccid Flefh, moft ex-
<# quifitely fenfible, efpecially when
" turgid".

Vefiingius tells us, that the Glans Penis

is compofed of a fpft, fpongy, and flefhy

Subftance, without faying any Thing

more particular. But Blafe in his Notes

to
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to Vejlingiusi adds, "that the Glans

"is joined to the Extremities of the

" Corpora Cavernofa, as the Head is to

" the Neck; for in its lower Part,

" which is as it were a Bafis, it projects
€C beyond the Body of the Penis, but

« in its upper Part it gradually termi-

« nates in an obtufe Point".

Cabrolius tells us, that it is a Flelh

different from the Flefh of Mufcles and

Glands. Bartholin in his Anatomy
makes the Glans Penis to be like Flelh,

but not foft and flaccid with Van Home,

but more fenfible and compact than the

reft of the Penis.

Vefalius in his Book De Corporis Hu~
mani Fabrica^ p. 649, in fpeaking of

the Corpora Cavernofa, adds, " but
<c when they have arrived to that Part

" of the Penis, in which they are about

" to form the Glans, they become
" acute, and are fpread over with the

" flefhy Subftance of the Glans".

Spigelius fays the Glans is the laft

Part of the Penis growing to the two

Corpora
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Corpora Cavernofa, and projecting in

fome Meafure beyond their Extremities,

fo as to encompafs them round with a

Circle like a Crown-, but before this

Subftance is accumulated, is exquifitely

fenfible, and of a fpongy Subftance like

the Penis, but more compact.

In Columbus, who is an Anatomifl of

considerable Note, in treating of the

Glans Penis, we meet only with the

following Paflage, " in the next Place

."•the Corpora Cavernofa are inflected

" downwards , and inferted into the

" Margin of the Glans, which Glans
" is lefs hard or compact than the reft

" of the Penis".

Thus we fee the various Opinions of

former Anatomifts concerning the Struc-

ture of the Glans Penis, which if we
compare diligently with the true De-

fcription of this Part next following,

you will plainly fee that none of them

had a true Notion of the anatomical

Structure in this Pam I can even con-

fidently affert, that no one as I know
M of
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<$• Has hitherto obferved the Structure of

the Glans Penis to be truly fueh as it

is ; at which we heed not be furprifed,

fince it is a very difficult Matter to

difcover it, for the Knife is not fufiicient

in this Cafe, but it is quite ufelefs for

this Difcovery. Alfo the Syringe, which

we ufe to fill the Veffels, is likewife but

indifferently adapted to this Purpofe

;

though I muft own that this firft gave

me , a Notion of diftinguifhing the true

Fabric of this Part which has hitherto

lain concealed. Having therefore eva-

cuated the whole Penis entirely of its

Blood, and filled it with ceraceous In-

jection, I afterwards divided the Glans

trahfverfely into feveral Lamellse, or

Segments, and found it to be diftended

or filled with the fame Injection, which

gave me Reafon to fufpect, that the

Subftance of the Glans Penis was not

fiefhy ; and therefore to be more clearly

convinced of the Truth in this Refpect,

I had Recourfe to Experiments. To
wit, in the firft Place, I firft expreffed

the
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the Blood, and afterwards warned it

out from the Penis with Water by a

Syringe ; I then inflated the Corpora

Cavernofa (called by fome Anatomifts

Corpora Nervofa, and by others Li-

gamenta Penis) confining the Wind by

a ftricl: Ligature, hoping that by this

Means, after the Penis was dry, I mould

have an Opportunity of feeing the true

Fabric of the Glans ; but this was with-

out Succefs, for my Experiment de-

monfrrated indeed the true Fabric of

the Corpora Cavernofa and interior Part

of the Glans, but not at all did it give

any Light into the Fabric of the exterior

Part of the Glans. For by this In-

flation of the Corpora Cavernofa, the

interior Part of the Glans was diftended

and dried, while the exterior Part of

it continued flaccid.

Having obferved this, I inferted a

Blow-pipe near the Root of the Penis

into the fmaller cavernous Body of the

Urethra (called by fome Corpus Spon-

giofum Urethras) and then by Inflation,

M 2 the
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the external Part of the Glans was di-

ftended, together with the fpongy Body

of the Urethra, while at the fame Time
the interior Part of the Glans continued

flaccid. Having remarked this, I began

to believe that the Corpus (or Corpora

according to other Anatomifts who make

two of them) Cavernofum Penis was

different from the leiTer Corpus Spon-

giofum of the Urethra ; and from this

Thought I was led to a third and laft

Experiment, which every Way anfwered

my Expectations. I firft inferted a brafs

Pipe near the Root of the Penis, where

It comes nearer!: to the OlTa Pubis, and

by that Means inflated the Corpus Caver-

nofum Majlis, and after inflating it,

retained the Air fo long by preffing

with my Fingers, 'till the 'forementioned

Tube was extracted, and again inferted

into the Corpus Spongiosum of the U-
rethra; which I thus inflated in the

fame Manner ; and after this I made a

Ligature upon the Penis and dried it

;

but how difficult it is to retain the Wind
in



in Surgery. 245

in the 'fore-mentioned cavernous Bodies,

until all ~the Parts are dry, will appear

evident to thofe, who (hall hereafter en-

deavour to make the fame Experiment.

After having thus dried the Penis and

its Clans, I cut them into tranlverie.

Segments, or Laniellse , and by that

Means found that the Gians Penis was

nothing more than a true Continuation

of the Corpus Cavernofum Majus, con-

flituting the greater Part of the Penrs,

and alio a Continuation of the Corpus

Spongiofum of the Urethra, expanded

over the former, efpecially in the lower

Part, without any Change in its Sub-

fiance.

Thefe cavernous Bodies of the Penis

and Urethra, are fo difpofed, that the

thicker and larger of them conftitutes

the interior Part of the dans, while the

lefTer cavernous Body of the Urethra

compofes the exterior Part of the Glans

inventing the former on all Sides. Thefe

two cavernous Bodies of the Penis and

Urethra are feparated from each other

M-3 by
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by an intermediate Partition ; fo that

Wind being blowed through a Tube
into one of them, very rarely penetrates

into the other ; I fay very rarely, be-

caufe I remember once or twice to have

feen the Air thus penetrate ', and although

De Graaf affirms, that when the ca-

vernous Bodies of the Penis are inBated,

the fpongy Subftance of the Urethra be-

comes alio diftended at the fame Time,
and the Reverfe, from whence he has

alio deduced a remarkable Commerce,
or Communication betwixt thefe two

Bodies, yet we muft own that this is

contrary to our Experience t, for a fre-

quent Diffeciion of this Part of the Body,

lias proved to me, that this Communi-
cation very rarely happens betwixt the

cavernous Body of the Penis, and that

of the Urethra, unlefs the 'fore-mentioned

Septum, or membranous Partition be

injured, or unlefs that Communication

fhould be performed by the Blood-vefTeis,

which remarkably communicate with

each other. For if the Corpus Caver-

nofiim
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fiofum M;ijus be inflated , the Veins

which run upon the Back of the Penis

are ufua'ly inflated at the fame Time,

frnall Branches of which Veins are alfo

fubferyient to the Corpora Cavernofa j

and by this Means that Communication

may take Place, as mentioned by the

foregoing very expert Anatomift. Be
Graaf has alfo unjuilly obferved, that

the fpongy Body of the Urethra becomes

gradually fmaller and fmaller, as it ap-

proaches near the Glans, in which it is

at length obliterated ; for rather the fore-

mentioned fpongy Body' of the Urethra

is the larger! and thicker! in the extreme

Part of the Glans, whofe whole external

Surface it compofes. On the contrary,

the farther the Corpus Cavernofum Ma-
jus is extended into the Glans towards

its Extremity, the more flender is it,

nor is it continued to the Extremity of

the Glans, as may be feen in the fol-

lowing Figures before cited.

M 4 Having
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Having thus difcovefed the true Fabric

of this Part, it remains next for us to

enquire of what Service it may be in the

Practice of Phyfie.

I. Since it has been hitherto believed

as certain, that the Glans was no more

than a fpongy Fiefh added to the Penis,

and fince Anatomifls did not fo much
as imagine the Glans Penis to be only a

Continuation, as- it really is, of the

feveral cavernous Bodies , without any

Change of their Subftance \ for that

Reafon moil Surgeons have been left

ibilicitous or fearful of a profufe Hae-

morrhage, following from a Solution of

Continuity in this Part. But how dan-

gerous it mud be for a Wound or Ulcer

to take Place in the Glans, efpecially

when they penetrate deep, or extend to

the Corpus Cavernofum Majus, thofe

are very well acquainted, who with

curfelves have obferved Men to be in

Danger of their Lives by the Hemor-
rhage following a ftnall Wound or Ulcer,

fee Obfervat. XLIL preceding) more efpe-

cially
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daily if the Penis, which is thus in-

jured be erected ; from whence fo great

a Quantity of Blood is frequently derived

to the Glans, that the Haemorrhage is

hardly capable of being flipprelTed by

any Means. An ulcerated Glans ought

therefore to be cautioudy treated, that

it may not be injured internally. But

fuperiicial Injuries of the Glans, we
know by Experience to be lefs dangerous,

provided they are not feated in the

Middle of that Part, which in its Cir-

cumference projects beyond the Penis,

and is termed Corona Gkndis, and in

which the Blood- veffels running along

the Back of the Penis, are very large,

and which being any Way injured

,

ufually excite a profufe and dangerous

Haemorrhage.

II. If a malignant Ulcer feated in the

Glans, mould make an Amputation of

it neceffary, we are from this Fabric

taught, that it will be firft neceffary . to

apply a Ligature, in order to prevent

the
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the profufe Haemorrhage (fee the thir-

tieth Obfervation preceding).

III. It is to be obferved, that Ulcers

feted in the upper Part of the Urethra

in the Glans, are more dangerous for

fear of a profufe Haemorrhage, than

thofe feated in the lower Part of the

Urethra, becaufe thefe laft are more re^

mote from the Corpus Cavernofum

Majus, through which much larger Ar-

teries are diftributedj arid therefore the

Blood is derived thither in a much
greater Quantity than into the cavernous

Subflance of the Urethra.* It is alfo

credible, that in the Cafe mentioned by

Be Graafy p. 149, the Corpus Caveiv

nofum Majus of the Penis was injured,

becaufe fo large a Quantity as fourteen

Pounds of Blood, could not have flowed

in fo fhort a Time from a like Injury

in the fmall cavernous Body of the

Urethra, through which very fmall Blood-

vefTels only are diftributed.

,

IV. It
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IV. It appears that the Glans can

feldom be diftended or erected through-

out, unlefs both the cavernous Bodies,

as well that of the Urethra as the Penis,

together with their Nerves and Arteries,

are well difpofed. But if an Gbftru&ion

fhould be formed in any one of thefe

Parts, it mud follow of Confequence,

that the Glans in Coition cannot be

equally diftended throughout. I fay

alfo, that the Erection of the Glans

depends in a great Meafure upon the

laudable Difpofition of the Arteries

,

without having any Regard to the Veins,

becaufe in them an Obftruction is very

rarely, if ever, obferved ; for the Blood

returning from the Penis and Glans,

is not fent back through exceeding

minute Branches, nor through a reti-

cular Plexus, as Malpighi writes, but

it is taken up through open and vifible

Orifices, or Foramina in the Veins.

For the Veins diftributed through the

Penis are all of them, that I have been

yet able to difcover, perforated with

large
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large Pores and vifible Foramina like a
1

Sieve, in the fame Manner as we obferve

the fplenic Vein of a Calf to be per-

forated, which Mechanifm I believe has

not been hitherto obierved : By this Per-

foration of the Veins it is, that the Blood

foon returns out of the Penis at the In-

ftant when it grows flaccid. In ihort
:

if the fpongy Subftance and VefTels of

the Penis and itsGlans be compared with-

the Subllance of the Spleen, efpecially

that of a Calf, there will be found a

great Refemblance, particularly in the

Veins, fuppofmg the fplenic Glands ta

be well warned. But I may be bold-

enough to affirm myfelf to have been the

firfr. Inventor of the Method for warning

out the Blood of the Spleen by injecting

Water through the Veins, without offering

any Injury to the inverting Membranes ;

as I am alfo acknowledged to have been

the Author of this Method by Van

Home, formerly a very worthy ProfefTor

of Anatomy. For to the bell of my
Remembrance,, in the Year 1 664 I thus

pre-
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prepared feveral Spleens of Calves, at

which Time no Anatomift was acquainted

with the Encheirefis, which Spleens were

afterwards publickly demonftrated by
the 'fore-mentionedProfefTor to hisPupils

with Applaufe. But to return to our

Subject; the fmall Glands taken out of

thefe Calves Spleens, after they have

been inflated and dried, exactly refemble

in their internal Fabric the Make of the

Penis itfeif internally , for that which we
call the Corpus Cavernofum of the Penis,

Urethra and the Glans, is exactly re-

fembled in the Spleen of a Calf by ner-

vous Fibres ; which Fibres in the Spleens

of Sheep are not fo numerous, nor do I

find any of them in the human Spleen,

even though Sylvius teaches the contrary,

and from thence endeavours to raife an

Hypothefis not every Way agreeable.

In the mean Time, the human Penis,

and the Spleen of a Calf, do not only

refemble each other in their fibrous Sub-

ftance, or fpongy Texture, but alfo with

refpeci
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refpect to their Veins, which are each

perforated almoft in the fame Manner.

But if we turn over thofe Authors who
have given us any Figures, or Defcrip-

tions of the Penis, it will appear how
little they have to fay concerning the

internal Veins diftributed through the

cavernous Bodies, infomuch, that they

feem to pafs over them withDefign, and

even fome of them totally deny their

Exiftence ; and at this we need the lefs

wonder, becaufe it is very difficult to

render them confpicuous.

Bartholin tells us, that the Penis has

Arteries, Veins and Nerves ; and afferts

that the Veins are diftributed throughout

the external and internal Surface of the

Penis, and this is all he tells us.

De Graaf takes no Notice of thefe in-

ternal Veins of the Penis, where he

defcribes the VeiTels of that Part*

Ve-
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VefaUus in the following Words freely

confefTes, that he never could perceive

the Diftribution of thefe Veins through

the internal Surface of the Penis ; for

in fpeaking on the Veins and Arteries

on this Part, he fays, " Although thefe

" VefFels are 'extended into the caver-

" nous Bodies of the Penis, yet I can
cc hardly trace them with the Knife, to

" difcover in what Manner they are in-

4C ferted into the cavernous Bodies".

If we enquire after the Caufe of this

Difficulty, we mall eafily perceive, that

there is but one Method of demonftrating

thefe internal Veins, which I accidentally

hit upon myfelf, namely, by inflating

and drying the Penis, after the Blood

had been warned out. For in this In-

flation of the cavernous Bodies, all the

Veins upon the Surface, as well as within

the Penis, are likewife inflated at the

fame Time, becaufe they are perforated

almoft like a Sieve, as may be difcovered

by examining them after drying by ana-

tomical
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tomical DhTeclion , but if any one at-

tempts to difcover thefe VefTels any-

other Way, he will lofe both his Time
and Labour, becaufe the Subftance of

the internal Veins, are by reafon of

their Porofity, eafily confounded with

the very porous internal Subftance of

the Penis.

FINIS.










